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, ADVERTISEMENT 


OF Tae 


TRA NST AT COR: 


A ‘HE Author of this ingenious and 
x diverting Piece, if we may. guefs 
Sas from a Similimde of Stile throughout 
the whole, is already well known’ to the 
World for Works of Imagination, and 
| has had the Happinefs to fucceed in them 
beyond moft others of hisAge. This, at 
leaft, is my Opinion ; but for fear I fhould 
be fingular in it, I chufe not to point out 
x the Writer I mean becaufeé I am 
* convinced, that if my Conjeciure be well 
founded, the particular Marks that led 
me into it will, have the fame Efie& on 
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from fome Paflages interperfed in it, as well 


A 2 others. 
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Qrhers,. The,chief Delign,of this Adver- 
hicment, .is; only...to-iinfornm the. Reader, 
that I. witht. couldshavesebliged 2him: in 
sone Thing, which: perhaps he. may often 
think wanting 3,1..mean,.a compleat. Key 
to the Characters.drawnyin this Perfor- 
miance, the whole Satire of which, there is 
good reafon to imagine, is perfonal. I 
could eafily have done this to a great Num- - 
ber of the Portraits, the Originals of which 
are publickly known; but, for the very 
Reafon that they are thus known, ‘they 
want no Key at all; and I did not chufe 
to give one that would be imperfect, be- 
caufe I am in hopes the Author, whoever 
he be, will fhortly prefent us with one 
himfelf. Then we may be able, as head. 
vifés in the Perfon of AstarotH, to 
compare all along the Pictures and Ori- | 
ginals together, which we now can do in 
fome Places; and be as well acquainted 
with his Capuchin Friar, as with his Sieur 
de TotvatRe. In the mean Time, there 
_ ¢an be no Want of Entertiinment in any 
Chapter of this Book ; and perhaps there 
-will be fome Advantage in having one 
part of our Curiofity fufpended, that when 


we 


Tey 


_we getethis Piece of Information, we may 
_ return with new pleafure to the: Converfa- 
ation of our good-natured - commuanitive 
Devil; whofe Narratives are all feafon.d 
sewith that Salt which is io pecumirly 4 ‘he- 
ecffary i in’ ‘Works: of this Nature. " 
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The AUTHOR'S 


PREFACE. 


i, EAR Publick, I am extremely ém- 
D barraffed, I am to give you an Idea 
of my Work, and know not how to go 
about it, Become an Author by the fpe- 
cial Favour of Deftiny, and, what is more, 
a Wiabolical Author ; my Prefumption, 
no. ways inferior to that of all my Bre- 
thren, would almoft incline me to’ give © 
you a  Paneg eyrick of this Book. IfI fol- 
lowed this Inclination, which is ufually 
unfurmountable among us Authors, per- 
haps, authorifed by Cuftom, Ifhould find _ 
the moft pathetic Expreffions, to make 
you believe that, fince the Invention of 
Printing, the Prefs has never’ farnifhed © a- 
_ ny thing fofine. I fhould very naturally 
_ finifh, this Mafter-piece of Rhetorick by a 
: fhort 


tv] 


fhort Period, to inform you, that this. 


Production coft me-but very little Pains, 
and, if may be allowed-the Expreffion,: 


no more than the Trouble of fetting down 


my Thoughts on Paper, in proportion as. 


they arofe. to my Imagination, Doubtlefs,. 


friendly Reader,. you would not have be-. 
lieved amey “Yet J hadgfalleny into .this... 


bo 


Fault, the favourite Vice of Writers, but- 
for the Admonition of Ast AROT H, who,.” 


you. may. .eafily. perceive, is not.a , Devil. 
of .the worft Sort, ‘* What. are you. 


«< thinking of?” faid he, when T had 


communicated to -him. my. Project. 
‘«< Learn that nothing is. more infipid,. 
‘< nor,.more difagreeable to the Publick, 
*¢ than . fuch kind. of. Prefaces where. 


an 


¢ in..an. Author praifes himfelf : They 


€ 


“ 


_are often dictated by Vanity, but often- 
‘* er by a reafonableA prehenfion that no- 
“* dy elfe will take the Pains of praifing, 
“¢ them. Befides, who does not know. 


n 


err 


<* that every Man has his particular Tafte, 
“* and judges of things. according to_his. 


<*. favourite Prejudice? Do we not every, 


“* Day fee the fame Book that pleafes one,. 


i tire + BDOEET, and toa third feem utter | 


6¢ ly” 


f vit J 
“Ty odious ? Sach: will be the fortune of 
** yours.. Diverting to thofe: who read 
** only for Amufement, it will contraét: 
**-they Brows of your. Men of fevere- 
** Morals, who pretend that their Tafte 
** ought to be univerfal, and that there is 
‘* nothing good which has not their Appro-. 
** bation. But above of all, added he at dif- 
** ferent reprifals, take care not to pre- 
**- vent the Publick in your Favour, That 
** Cuftom, uftal as it is among the Au- 
‘* thors of your Age, is abfolutely contrary. 
** ¢9 Common Senfe, and favours more of 
** the Quack, than the Philofopher, or 
“* the Man of good Senfe,”” 
From this Reflection, which is not very 
diabolical, tho’ made by Astaroru,, 
it refults, that the Attribute of Devil,which 


". we give him in the Title-of this Book, 


_ fignifies nothing more than a penetrating — 
_ Genius, which, by long Experience of 
the World; has difcovered a great many 
Things. without the Help of Magick. In 
a Word, what-.can “be-more natural 
than to fay what one knows, and, relate 
what one has feen? All the Difficulty then. 
confifted in giving fuch a Style to this. 
; Narration,_ 


[ vii] 

Narration, as is fuitable to ‘Workéofithis. 
Sort, and fufficiently merry to amufe the. 
Reader. Hic labor; boc opus eff ands to 
this:all the Work of the —- heap 
ead. eh fats bers: Soe cotie 
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Rejudice,, Reader, is a ftrange hice 2 I 
“Speak: itnot at all to thy praife, but thow 
of vincknoweft,it to.be true. A mere nothing, 

(againft all the Rules. of Equity, charms thee, 
prevents thee, offends. thee, raifes thy Refent- 
banest. ' Thou decideft often. from Appearatice 

Only, and feldom on the fide of Truth. “Me- 

~ thinks, already, I. fee thee ftart upon viewing 
thie frightful | Title » that . any Hiftory. prefents, 
odgnd hear-thee cry out.jwit bh Hozro: “6h! the 
oy Deviltthe Devil. ? Tis. Yea the Black 
eo Art) a‘Book . that ought. to be burned, —But 

“sihave: w little patience Reader ;. recover “thy Spi- 
sritss and» foronce. make, ; aife of thy Reafon- 

~»Wpen the Honour.of Ast 4. ROT, H,thy Terror 

> aispwitheut Foundation, and will blindly throw 
thee upon the Rock of Miftake. I know very 

. ; well 
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well'that-you-Men.paint.us.under.horrible Co- 
Jours;-as~-Fire-Brands. of Hell, Spirits inclined 
to Mifchief only, terrible Perfecutors of all 
intue, profefled Enemies ‘to all human igi 
pinefs. Admit) thatiwe ‘are fo, and: that. w 
are fometimes defcribed like ourklves4 3 it’ “huh 
be owned, at the fameT ime that we often look 
lefs like Devils. in thofe. Pi€tures than like 
Men. ‘You would fain caft on us all the Ini- 
quity of human Frailty: Man, to excufe his 
own Crimes pretends, from a fond illufion, 
to’find inus the genuine Source of »his blackeft 
Aétions. But this is a poor unprofitable Fi@ion ! 
The true Devil that hurts him is his own 
Paffion. However you may think of thaty A's- 
TAROTH aflures thee, that for his part, | far 
from attempting to feduce, he aims ‘only to 
“inftru& thee, His Proje& is laudable and full 
of Charity. If it appears to thee’ an’ abfurd 
Problem, that a Spirit of Falfehood fhould 
{peak the Truth, read this Work, and judge 
ee it for thyfelf ; look at his Sketches, his va- 
rious Pi€tures; compare them with heir Ori- 
inals, and thou thal" know them; All the 
World’ {warms with Crimes; but thow ‘wilt 
find here more efpecially thofe ‘of the Grate, 
the Diforders of the Cloifter traced”to the Life. 
‘That is not all: It’is the defign of this Work 
: ai the id of another “fiould : ‘mke™ thee 
: oe 
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A Gentleman in. Lives having bt. bimfelf in 
the Ap Mountains, . difeavers a 

- HERMIT of @ firange Specie. Who this 
Hermit iS, Bed the Begin r 
dventures. ear Rae: 
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YS NGAGE Dby an itch of travelling to 

kK ramble thro’ the moft confiderable. places 
in Europe, I came into Italy at the 

-end of the year 1736... Thad already for two _ 


years wandered from province to province, and 
B from 


2 The. Devil Hermit. 


from city to city, when my poor delicate carcafe, 
fatigued by thefe long journies, was of a fudden 
feized with an acute fever, which, after many 
remedies taken, left me in.a languid condition, 
and a very troublefome..mifanthropy. 

My foul, clouded with forrow, looked wildly 
about her, without fixing to any object. I was 
then at Bologna, a city agreeable and voluptu- 
ous, where the fair fex is neither unhandfome nor 
unkind, » One day lolling carelefly ona window, 
I beheld a young lady, whofe beauty and mag- 
nificent dre{s equally ftruck me. ‘The gallery 
in which fhe walked was near the chamber I 
lodged in. ‘This amiable objeét awakened all 
my fenfes, and: made: me aflume fome foppifh 
airs, which fhe took -notice of. A charming 
fmile, with which fhe repayed my reverence, gave 
me the courage to enter into converfation with 
her. My politenefs pleafed her, as her wit 
charmed me : infenfibly I offered her my heart, 
and fhe promifed me ler efteem. 

Her very eafy behaviour, which however 
was nothing but the pure effeét of her educa- 
tion, filled me with ideas, and thofe ideas led 
me'a great length: in a word, I perfuaded my- 
felf it might be eafy to conduct this HELEN to 
Paphos, there to. offer incenfe’ with her to 
VENUS. | 
‘ Such is almoft continually the error of young 
perfons: they perfuade themfelves that. the ci- 
vilities of a lady are the forerunners of ap- 
proaching victory ; they form projects upon her 
honour, withoutconfidering that there is wee 

3 oun 


The Devil Hermit. 3 
found in that fex a virtue and conftancy . proof 
againft all the {nares of love. Deceived by ap- 
pearances, I built many caftles in Spain: 
But all thefe chimerical edifices vanifhed away, 
and nothing was left me, as the fruit of my 
pains, but a violent paffion that had like to turn 
my brain. 

_, Mean time the idea of my future happinefs 
made a prodigious change in my perfon, From 
that very moment my effeminate face refumed 
its former colour; my languor left me, and the 
inquietudes of love took place of my _ indiffe- 
rence. This metamorphofis gave me charms : 
but I admired thofe charms myfelf alone, while 
my miftrefs took no notice of them. . For two 
months together I had played the part of Don 
QurxoT wondroufly well; I had made ufe of 
prayers, tears, fighs, and all in vain. . Amo- 
rous even to madnefs, I formed the noble refo- 
lution to throw myfelf headlong into the fea, 
and was mufing on the execution of this fine 
project, when I was diverted from it by the ar- 
rival of a monk,‘ who came luckily to my 
affiftance. It was a fat mendicant, young and 
jolly, to whom I regularly gave charity every 
week, Perceiving the forrowful plight I was 
in, he, with continual teifing, and making a 
thoufand harlequinades, obliged me to difcover — 
the caufe of my chagrin. ‘Thefe fort of people 
in that country are very charitable ; it is with 
regret they fee aman burn with a fruitlefs paf- 
fion for an inhuman creature, Mediators of the 
fair fex, they know perfectly how to bring to- 
B 2 gether 
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gether an amorous couple, As they love pro- 
pagation extremely, and are not alone fufficient 
for all the operations of that great work, they 
believe it is for the intereft of human kind not 
to let fo many lovely creatures remain ufelefs, 
and therefore furnifh them with means for a- 
voiding the fcandal and curfe of fterility, Their 
high employment gives them.every where admit- 
tance, and they know all the corners and nooks 
of a city. Crafty to the laft degree, they fo 
d-xteroufly act their parts, that they are admi- 
red by all the female republic. But their la- 
bours are worthy of reward; without paying 
them well, it is in vain to hope for good for- 
tune, 

ThisMr SaAncTITY, informed of the fource 
of my illnefs, burft out into fuch a laugh, as at 
firft put me in a paffion, and fcarce could I for- 
bear making him feel my refentment! Gently, 
good Sir, (cried he in a kind of fright, feeing 
me ready to curry his hide) a little patience if 
. you -pleafe! I was never ‘in love with thcfe 
blows, and therefore pray compofe yourfelf! 
Thefe words had not been fufficient to appeafe 
my refentment, if the good father had not ad- 
ded, that he had an infallible way to make me 
beloved by her who was the caufe of my_tor- 
ment. His whole quackery, however, confifted 
only in making my purfe fifty crowns lighter, 
Charmed with his promifes, I made him the pre- 
fent with infinite joy: the hopes of approach- 
ing happinefs were more dear to me than all 

the 
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the-riches in the world. Could any thing be ~ 
more extravagant ? 
_ The forceries he was to employ to. make me 
happy were meretrifles in themfelves:. but the 
venerable and facred inquifition regarded them 
with another eye. In the country where I was, one 
muft not play with the ceremonies of religion. 
This fpecific philtre confifted of a little puppet, 
and fome confecrated wax, taken from the paf- 
cal taper, with a formulary of prayers almoft 
like that of St Juntan. It is certain I was 
neither hypocritical nor fuperftitious; but the 
violence of my paffion had blinded me to that 
degree, that I executed literally all thefe mum- 
meries for more than five days together. . What 
a fool does love make a man! However, feeing 
that neither pagod nor prayers produced any 
thing favourable to my paflion, quite fick of 
the farce, I threw both idol and formulary into ~ 
the flames, This juft indignation preferved 
my liberty : two hours after came the emifla- 
ries of the holy inquifition to fearch my cham- 
ber, when luckily they found me not at home, 
The rifque I had run could not cure the 
foolifh paffion that difturbed my underftanding. 
I gave way more than ever to its violence, and 
like a true madman took it in my head to range 
the forefts, without keeping to any direct way. 
All my: nourifhment confifted of herbs and wild, 
fruits, and the only confolation I had. was that} 
of carving the name.and cypher of my miftrefs | 
upon the bark of trees. This wandering life 
produced its effect, I relapfed imto a more in- 
B 3 firm 
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firm ftate of health than I had ever been in be- 
fore, and my love diminifhed with my bodily 
vigour. By little and little my eyes were 
opened ; I acknowledged my error, tho” late, and 
refolved to employ the remainder of my ftrength 
toreturn into the country which my extravagance 
had made me leave. Bewildered in the midft of 
a defart foreft, I travelled many days without. 
finding the path by which I had entered. The 
difficulties I met with drove me to defpair. 
Obliged to perch at night upon trees, I faw 
nothing in the day but wild beafts, whiclr 
made me every moment in dread for my life. 
I know not why I was yet afraid of death, ina 
fituation that ought to have made it defirable. 
But that weaknefs I had, if it may be called a 
weaknefs in mortals. Icame into the foreft; 
Why, faid I tomyfelf, cannot IT go out? How 
many unhappy perfons, who have been caft a- 
way on defolate iflands by fhipwreck, have made 
their efcape? A thoufand fuch reflexions as thefe 
revived my courage, and poffefled my -brain 
when I was awake. Sometimes indeed my 
thoughts were of a different nature. My lot 
appeared moft deplorable, and I curfed the paf- 
fion that had drawn me into a labyrinth from | 
which T had no hopes of efcaping. One evening, 
when the heayens were wrapped in clouds, and 
my mind was agitated by cruel reflexions, I 
perceived a light of a fudden that ftruck my 
eyes, and appeared not to be far diftant. Im- 
mediately forgetting the hazard I ran, in tra- 
velling’ by night thro’ a foreft, F defcended my 

: tree, 


The Devil Hermit. 7 
tree, and, conducted by the light,” advanced to’ 
the place from whence it fhone, At laft, after 
much fatigue and labour, I got out of the fo-~ 
reft, and arrived in the midft of rocks, at the 
mouth of a deep cave. | : 

But how great was my terror! I perceived 
(can it be imagined) a troop of infernal {fpirits ’ 
fitting round a great fire, and diverting them-" 
felves with burning paper under the nofe of an 
old long-bearded HERMIT in chains. Pro-° 
voked at the facrilege of thefe Demons, I made” 
five or fix large figns of the crofs; at which the 
infernal crew difappeared in a moment, bellowing 
out horrible cries. Elated at my victory I ven-" 
tured on without dread, and drew near the holy 
man, 

- Ah, Sir, cried he, how many obligations have’ 
you laid on me! had it not been for you thofe 
infolent fpirits had worried mefoundly. But, 
my good brother, faid I, why did you not have 
-recourfe to the fame arms I made ufe of, to de- 
liver you from thofe impious creatures ? Are 
you ignorant that the fign of the crofs drives away 
evil fpirits? Alas! replied the Hermrr, I 
am abfolutely forbid the ufe of fuch means; my 
birth and my profeffion will not permit it. I 
am a native of hell, and thofe gentry you 
faw are my fellow- citizens, If F had but once 
crofied myfelf, I fhould be banifhed that king- 
dom for ever, whereas now my exile is only for 
a time. Ay, faid I, with extreme furprize, 
are you an inhabitant of hell? Of what ufe then 


are thofe trappings of a Hermit? Is it thus 
that 
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that you prophane the holy habit? You muft 
be a ftrange devil indeed to ridicule the moft 
venerable thing in religion! Ah, Sir, anfwered 
he all in confufion, pleafe to pardon this act of 
my defpair. I chofe this habit, and this defart,. 
only to conceal myfelf from the. fury of my 
comerades. I fhould have had a miferable night 
with them, had it not been for your afliftance. 
I amy banifhed from hell for a hundred years, 
and.all for a mere trifle ; nothing but fleeping 
while a fat canon died, Histfoul, which had 
been intrufted to me, efcaped, and this flight 
imprudence occafioned my difgrace. During the 
twenty five years fince this misfortune has be- 
fel me, I have borrowed fucceffively many bodies, 
in order to withdraw myfelf from the refent- 
ment of my fellows, I have been a lady of qua- 
lity, an ecclefiaftic, a. courtier, a duana toa girl 
of fifteen, a begging friar, and at laft chief of the 
grand fignior’s eunuchs: but feeing that all 
thefe fantaftic bodies were infufficient to hide 
me, I came into thefe defarts in the habit of a 
Hermit. Still my deftiny owes mea fpite, 
and my ill-fortune purfues me. Going fome 
time ago to Bologna, at the requeft of a bro- 
ther mendicant my friend; who had prayed 
me to ferve a young lover driven to defpair by 
the cruelty of his miftrefs, I was known by my 
collegues, who purfued me into my retreat, and 
put me into the fituation you faw. A good 
action that I had refolved to do has brought upon 
me this difgtace, 

At 
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At his mentioning this circumftance, which 
revived the idea of my charmer, love, like a 
fire half-extinguifhed, rekindled in my tender 
heart, What do you fay? cried I with fur- 
prize. I am that individual wretch whom you 
had undertaken to ferve. Be perfuaded then, 
that if you can enable me to fucceed with that 
inhuman fair, I will be devoted to you entirely. 
IfI can? replied he: never doubt that, Sir ; I 
have done many fuch good offices fince. my 
exile. I am ravifhed to think I can ferve you. 
So fine a gentleman as you appear to be, un- 
doubtedly deferves the friendfhip of the greateft 
Jord in our whole empire: judge then of the 
deference I muft have for you. But you muft 
unchain me; otherwife I can do nothing. I 
will then ferve you, on the word. of a devil, 
like a domeftic that never receives his wages, 

But how, | faid IT, fhall I break thofe chains 
of yours ? They feem to me of a different fpe- 
cies from all others. You need only go, he 
replied, into a chapel in the neighbourhood, 
and bring thence a fimall phial of holy water. 
‘The moment you pour it on my chains, they 
will difappear. ' 

Touched with the captivity of this poor De- 
vit Hermit, I haftened, as foon as it was 
day, to fetch the facred water, and fuddenly, 
without reflexion, came and fprinkled it on-his 
body. But no fooner did he feel ‘the ablution, 
than he fell a howling moft hideoufly. Ah, 
Sir, cried he, like one poflefs’d, what are you 
doing? You give me a thoufand times more 

Tee easter 
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pain and torment than my {curvy compa- 
_nions. Pour on the chains, and not on me: 
T burn with a devouring fire. Alas ! do you not 
know that Demons fear nothing fo much as 
that water ? 
‘ Pardon the miftake, faid I to the devil; I 
did it without thought. My eager defire to re- _ 
leafe you made me commit this blunder. Come, 
come, don’t be in a paffion; you fee your . 
Chains are gone ; you are at liberty, anda little 
{calding will do you no great harm. _Befides, 
*tis proper you fhould pay fomething for all 
the frolicks you have committed fince you have 
roamed about the world. 
_ After five or fix hours fpentin frightful con- 
torfions, the poor Devi, HeR™MiT feemed to 
be quiet ; his pains abated infenfibly, and he 
thought no moreofhis misfortunes, His liberty 
Jay neareft his heart, which made him affure 
ime of all his beft good-will. Curious to’learn 
the adventures of a devil of this ftamp, I pray- 
ed him to-give me an exact account of them, 
They follow precifely according to his relation, 
and undoubtedly they are very true: for he 
would not have dared to impofe on me; on me 
who would have punifhed him in fuch a ter- 
rible manner, and who knew he dreaded holy 
water more than a {chool-boy the ferula. — 

My name, faidhe, is AsTARoTH. Iam 
none of your devils of the firft clafs: a lefs 
honeft devil might have made you believe fo, 
but I chufe to be fincere with you. I own then 
ingenuoufly that I am but of an inferior race. 

: I have 
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I have been almoft all my time Lu c1F ER’s valet 
de chambre; and you know, Sir, that a valet 
‘de chambre is. ufually fellow from among the 
dregs of the people, “and very often a great 
fediindrel, My good patron, it is true, was 
‘very much like thofe libertine young lords, 
‘thofe courtiers, or, if you pleafe, thole indo- 
Tent minifters, who are governed entirely by 
their vaicts de chambre; while thele receive 
more addrefies than their mafters, and muft be 
addrefled too with a full hand, to make them 
procure you a fingle audience. Thefe rafcals a& 
the men of. importance. with effrontery, and are 
a fet of impudent bullies, that deal out the 
good graces of their lords with an infupportable 
pride and prefumption, You fee that. my 
fituation was not very unhappy ;. but I com- 
mitted fo many follies in my employment, 
that at laft-I was turned out of place. 
My fortune had made me faucy by degrees, 
Before 1 was advanced to this comfortable. poft, 
my bufinefs had been (and bufinefs I had enough) 
to tranfport to hell the fouls of falfe devotees, 
The degree of honour I afterwards held near 
LuciFrer’s perfon, rendered me fo infolent, that 
I was continually ridiculing his infernal majefty. - 
T could laugh in his face, and even rob him with 
impunity, The pacific Lucitrer: fuffered all 
without complaining. _ If he had heartily curried 
my hide, poffibly it had made me wifer : but 
he diverted himfelf with my follies, and I took 
the fame liberty with his. WhenI gave him 
an anfwer, it was with an ironical arrogance. 


I had 
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Thad already fold above half his wardrobe, to 
make prefents to my miftrefles: for, Sir, beg- 
ging your pardon, miftrefles I had in abundance, 
notwithftanding my unpolifhed figure. I wore 
his clothes continually ; I borrowed his figure ; 
I copied his deportment ; and by thofe means 
played his part with many beauties, who fuf- 
fered themfelves to be thus deceived. LuciFeER, 
mean time, fhut his eyes to all my extravagan- 
cies, and I had been yet near his perfon but for a 
pitiful young dog of a devil, who managed with 
fo much art as at laft to fupplant me. ‘That in- 
ftant all thofe who had loaded me with careffes, 
and promifed me an eternal friendfhip, let loofe 
their tongues againft me. I had no enemies 
more cruel than thofe whom I had obliged. 
Well then, thought J, there is no probity in 
hell, and devils are altogether as wicked as men. 
My life was examined, and all agreed that I 
was one of the moft profligate valets de chambre 
of the whole infernal empire. My procefs was 
drawn up and got ready ; I was unanimoufly con- 
demned to drag into hell-the fouls of all eccle- 
fiaftics. O the curfed office! I could not go 
thro’ it: for certainly there was bufinefs enough 
for an hundred affociates, My fatigues were ex- 
ceffive — Overcome with labour, I had the un- 
happinefs to fall afleep juft when the old rogue 
of a canon was in his laft agony. His place 
had been a long time pitched on in the moft fa- 
mous apartment of all theinfernal regions. His 
fcandalous life was known to mortals, as well 
as‘demons: ‘a number of young and handfome 
devotees 
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devotees, who came before him, cried out, 
like mad creatures, for vengeance, I had ex- 
prefs orders to bring him in great pomp: my 
droufinefs however made me neglect my duty. 
An old owl of a Capuchin, more rank than a 
he-goat, never quitted him till he expired; 

and, by dint of exhortation, extorted from him 
aloud MEA CULPA; which to be fure had 
never happened, if I had been awake, and near 
him. This; dear Sir, was the only caufe of 
my banifhment 5. and for this reafon I have been 
revenged on all the race of Capuchins, as 
you fhall fee in the fequel of my adventures, 


Banithed from hell, I was obliged to wander 


ere 


a confiderable time in the air; not knowing . 


where to reft. my feet, and dreading the hoots 
of my companions. Where, faid I to myéelf, 
fhall I go to fhun them? For this curfed race 
befieges almoft all the inhabitants of the globe. 
Whilft I waited for the fight of fome inhubited 
object, I formed vaft defigns againft thofe long- 


bearded hypocrites, one of whom had played me | 


fuch a rafcally trick. By way of beginning [ 
fuddenly raifed a moft furious huricane, which 
blew down five of their convents, My defign 
was at once to have crufhed all their ftinking re- 
treats; but unluckily I met here with my 
match. All the reft, except thefe five, were 
protected by fpirits more mighty than I; Befides, 


that ill fortune which now purfued me, had fo © 


ordered it, that there were but two monks in 
-each of thofe five monafteries ;. the reft, accord- 
ing to their laudable cultom, were all Lifperte 
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‘Some were engaged with their dear devotees; for, 
'fince the cafe of the famous Father GiRARD, 
‘all the brethren of the habit have taken a relifh 
to that excellent man’s way of devotion. Others 
amufed themfelves in emptying the cellars of 
ftupid citizens, ‘whofe wives and daughters 
cannot withftand men of this fort, becaufe they- 
look upon them to be difcreet.'- The wives hope 
that fuch holy horns will draw down a bleffing 
on their family affairs, and fettle the heads of 
their giddy debauched husbands: the daugh- 
ters do it to fave their future fpoufes a laborious 
task, and facilitate the bufinefs of marriage, 
Others roamed about the country, in order to 
junket at the expence of the fuperftitious peafant, 
Ina word, this monkifh carrion; which loves 
retreat as little as an author loves cenfure, had 
all taken wing except ten. I fwore like a hea- 
“then at being difappointed. Fortunately, how- 
ever, I flew into a village, where I found 
three; but three of the moft fprightly and 
beft fed petit-maitres of all that baftard race 
of good St Francis. They were only got 
into a tavern to refrefh their gullets, which 
‘they did moft furioufly every moment, by em- 
' bracing a great pitcher of wine of between fix 
and feven quarts. I knew this tavern, and 
had often been there to fet the drunkards’ to- 
ther by the ears, and infpire the landlady with 
that fcurrility which fhe continually vomits out 
againft her husband.’ Good, faid I to myfelf, 
1am at home here, and muft give the com- 
pany one caft of my calling, As I am fer- 
< . tile 
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tile enough in the invention of incidents, I pre- 


fently conceived a project which fucceeded to 


my with. . : 
~ I perceived by the fire-fide a nafty drab-of a 


. fervant, whofe black and fhining skin was as 


fmooth as that of a fea-dog. A fhort fat 
nofe, a mouth enormoufly large, and little round 
eyes, compofed the phyfiognomy of GutL- 
LEMETTE, (that wasthe namie of this young 
laf," who was turned of her twefth luftre). 
This homely huffey, faid I, is terribly forbid- 
ding ; devil as I am, I would have nothing 
to fay to her myfelf. But a hungry. dog will 
eat dirty pudding: this morfel is ftill dainty 
enough for fellows of that ftamp. I will flake 
my reputation that I fucceed in my project. 
The fequel proved my reafoning juft. 

I went in and fat down by them, and whif- 
pered incontinence, a thing they were not a- 
verfe to, intheir ears’ Immediately their ruby 
faces perfuaded me the train had taken. Afiifted 
by the liquor, . with which they bad copioufly 
fwelled their paunches, I fuddenly kindled an im- 
pure flame in their hearts. Such a fire makes 
more uproar in the breafts of thefe heteroclite 
wretches, than a thoufand devils unchained and 
banifhed. 1 knew their temper too well to 
think they would repel my temptations, ‘They 


‘gave ear, and began to finger the damfel. 


GuILLEMETTE, who had no want of ap- 
petite, and had fafted a long time, eafily gave ‘ 
way to their perfuafions. I made her believe 


that fhe fhould be thoroughly fan@tified if the 
= aE C2 


granted 
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granted to fuch pious perfons an alms which 
they had more need of than of liquor. She re- 
ceived their carefles: infenfibly a furious itch 
feized them all four; and, in a word, I had 
brought them well on. — 

The ftable, where the bed of this nymph 
was, tho’ filled with naftinefs, appeared to them 
at that inftant.a magnificent hall, Thither they 
repaired to fatiate their.defires, But I took more 
care then to fleep in the happy moment ; I was 
too mindful of what my droufinefs had once 
coft me. _ Alert as a bird I fled to the country- 
man and ‘his wife, who were in the garden, 
and infituated that fomebody was robbing them. 


‘They ran full {peed to feize the thieves ;. and, 


feeing nobody in the houfe, were inftantly at the 
ftable, where they beheld the merrieft farce in 
the world, A Capuchin in clofe quarters with 
fuch a lump of deformity, isa very diverting 
fpeftacle. The clown, who had no tafte of 
raillery, and his wife, jealous that her flut of a 


fervant had_ pafled her Bpe fo agreeably, fet up — 


fuch an outcry as brought -together the neigh- 
bours. They fell upon thefe goats in human 
fhape, and gave them a hearty drubbing. . E- 
very one of them made the beft of his way ; 
while I, tranfported with joy, and more fatis- 
fied with this fcene thanan amorous young girl 
on her wedding day, took my fight towards 
the capital of a flourifhing kingdom, fully re- 
folved to purfue my vengeance whenever I found 
opportunity. I found it more than once in the 


fequel, ~ 
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fequel, and always made ufe of it to the beftad- 
_ vantage. . 

I was already within two leagues of the 
city, ‘when I perceived a magnificent coach, 
drawn by fix ftately dun horfes, ‘and carrying a 
lady of the firft quality. “A fine opportunity 
this, faid I to myfelf, for me to be concealed ! 
This lady is not yet poflefled; and my com- 
panions muft be very crafty to difcover me 
under the figure of fuch a woman. In a mo- 
ment I afcended into the air, and formed a 
thick darknefs round about the coach, under 
covert of .which I tranfported the lady to an in- 
chanted palace. I then aflumed. her figure, _ 
flipt fuddenly into her place, and arrived at her 
manfion. “One difficulty gave me pain: the 
lady was married ; and, devil as 1 am, I could 
not fall in with certain points-of complaifance 
which a husband requires of his wife. It was 
with pleafure that I heard that her lord, not- 
withftanding the beauty of this young creature, 
never came near her but once in fix months: and 
all merely out of a capricious humour, - They 
had their feparate beds, tables, and -domefticks. 
A reafon in fact he had, and a very courtly one, 
for this procedure. The lady was not of equal 
quality with him, and he married her only for 
her riches. An actrefs, infinitely more amiable, 
captivated his heart, She was indeed but ‘a cob- 
ler’s daughter ; but the part of a theatrical prin- 
cefs had» put ‘her ‘Spor evel Salou the count 
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“This fantattic body was: of great ufe inin- — 


troducing me at court. ‘The lady was efteemed 


her charms. I had: a>violent inclination to be 
acquainted in that region, where had never been. 


As we infernal valets are not admitted within _ 


its verge, but confined in our fun@tions to poor 
mechanicks, it is a particular favour when we 


ate fent to fome burgher. Thefé people we often ~ 


‘drive to madnefs, becaufe their virtue is proof a- 
gainft all our wiles ; one‘of them cofts us more 

fatigue than’a thoufand courtiers; ~~ 
[liked my fituation perfectly well, and would 
gladly have kept it during my exile, if Le- 
VIAT HAN, oneof the chief princes of hell, had 
not feen my metamorphofis, Filled with in-~ 
‘dignation‘at my aflurance, he! drove me away 
from him like’a feoundrel, © What can be done 
againft fuperiors? , Their injuftice is always one’s 
“juft. ‘There is no demanding the reafon of 
their tyranny, nor withftanding their wills, 
without feeling ail the weight of their fupreme 
power. Your plea, tho’ ever fo well founded, 
_muft give way to force... It was therefore my 
heft expedient-to decamp with all expedition. 
' ‘Phis lordly devil, not content with the infult 
he had put’'on me, fent his bailiffs, I mean his 
footmen, after me. Thefe fellows, as great 
ferubs on thofe on earth, loaded-me with out- 
wages. Iwas obliged to ‘Aly into a temote pro- 
vince, where-a courtly ecclefiaftic lent me his 
figute. But before I entertain you with this 
fecond 





: 
there for her virtues, and adored on account of 
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fecond. change, it is proper to-relate what I 


did at court. ‘atts fy 
Here the Hermit feemed to be in diforder, 
and his whole fantaftic figure was transformed: _, 
His eyes began: to fparkle ; he fetched a deep * 

figh, and the cave refounded with lamentable 
cries. I freely confefs, I was not then much 
at my-eafe ; for all this devilifm made me trem- 
ble. Any other man I believe would have done 
the fame ; thefe infernal blades not being the 
moft honourable folks in the univerfe. Dear 
Lord-AstarotH, faysI, in more confufion 
than a SPANIsH virgin furprized with her’ 
lover, What is the meaning of all this? Do_ 
you want to give me too a fpecimen of your 
trade? Not. in the Jeaft Chevalier, fays he, 
you need bein no apprehenfion of danger. Alas, 
unhappy me! But have patience ; a few lafhes 
perhaps will excufeme. ‘The fact is thus, 
BELPHEGOR, a prince of great powet 
among us, has for three or four years paft worn 
the borrowed figure of a Chinefe mandarin, 
who was the emperor’s prime minifter, in or- 
der to confront and bear down a'covetous crew 
of hypocrites, more crafty than all hell united, 
who, toenrich themfelves, have introduced the 
Romifh religion in that country. Lord Bet- | 
PHEGOR, a mafter in -politicks, perceiving 
that thefe cunning knaves were about to déftroy 
his power in that vaft country, refolved to make 
them pay dearly for this their rafh enterprize. 
He has almoft accomplithed his defign ; and, as 
he knows whatever paffes in the univerfe, he 
. ; has 
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| has heard that you have releafed me from my 
_ chains, and that the author of rHE JEwisH 
_Lerrers has juft now publifhed rue Cui- 
/ NESE LetTTeRs. He knows that I love that 
writer; I muft go and pay him a vifit, Sir. 
"Tis a mere trifle, but I cannot refift his e- 
vocations. Reft yourfelf here, and be affured 
1 fhall foon return, Have no thoughts of go- 
ing to Bologna; for the holy inquifition is in 
- purfuit of you. . 
"At thefe words the devil difappeared like a 
_ flafh of lightening, and left me in a furprize 
that I did not foon recover. A mortal terror 
took poffeffion of my fenfes: I knew not what 
courfe to take; and I had been two hours re- 
fleting upon this adventure, when the return 
of AsTARoTH difembarafled me. What ails 
you? fays he, appearing before me of a fudden, 
in the fame manner that he went away: Have 
you not fufficiently learned, from the victory you 
won over my companions, the full extent of 
your power on people of my fpecies? The cu- 
ftoms of thofe we converfe with fhould grow 
familiar to us.’ It is our way to leave our friends 
juft in the fame manner I difappeared from 
- you. Be it fo then, faid I, recovering my 
courage at thefe words; I find myfelf already 
ufed to it, But Iwas afraid your journey, would 
take up more time, and I knew not where to 
retire. Befides, it is now two days fince I-have 
eat or drank, and there feems to be no nourifh- 
ment in thefe defarts, “at leaft unlefs I return 
: . inte. 
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into the: foreft, where I have run a. thoufand 
hazards. — : 

Ihave provided for your wants, faid As a= 
ROTH, prefenting me a great piece of venifon, 
which he pulled out from under his hermit’s 
garb. He had alfo furnifhed himfelf with bread 
and wine, which I accepted without ceremony, 
and without inquiring from whence he had them, 

Hunger never gives way to reflexion, and mine 
- was fo great, that I kept fwallowing above an _ 
hour without fpeaking a fingle word. AsTa- 
RoTH ferved me with liquor as faft I wanted. 
This refrefament, which I had great need of, 
put me again in good humour ; and then I per- 
ceived that the devil was: not fo. well pleafed as 
I, but feemed very uneafy. What ails you, 
fays I, Lord AstarotH? You appear as 
forrowful as a coquet without a lover, Cer- 
tainly you have had but an ill quarter of an 
hour with your devil Mandarin. Has he 
ordered you to quit your habit, and take poft 
near the foul of fome canon? You feem in as . 
bad humour asa monk retrenched of his pit- 
tance, or who is fafting at eight o’clock in the 
morning, . 

No, Sir, anfwered the HERMIT. Itis true 
that I have been a little mifufed by my mafter : 
but he has not reduced,me to fuch a penance as 
-that; he is not quite fo unjuft. He has con- 
demned me for four months to poffefs a nun in 
defpair. ‘This is what grieves me; for Ihave no 
liking to that fort of people, Befides, I have 
promifed to affift you in all your undertakings, 

in 
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; — 
in return for. the fervice you had done me. © 
Yet the poor young creature has great need of — 
my help: fhe is juft at the end of her litany, — 
and wants to recover her fickle lover, who, after 
having enjoyed her favours, laughs at her mis- 
fortune, | 
- Ts that all, Lord Astarotu, faid Ito the © 
Devit HERMIT, that puts you in fuch an 
ill] humour ? Certainly you perplex yourfelf for. 
a very trifle. ‘Take comfort prithee ; you may 
eafily difcharge your office with me. ” Provided 
you favour me with fome hours of ‘your fpare 
time, Iamcontent. But give me thehiftory of 
that nun; for without doubt you know her. 
It would be ftrange if I did not, faid he ; fhe is 
my pupil: but mum for that; I have my rea- 
fons for not fayinga word. As he had told me 
all the extent of my power, I was refolved to 
put it to a trial, No refiflance, faid I in a 
. mafterly tone, either the hiftory or the holy 
water, for there is ftill fome left in the phial. 
Begin then, and this moment : I muft know who 
that fair nun is that you protect, and be informed 
of what pafles in thofe facred retreats. Then you 
fhall tell me what you have feen at court. Here 
Mr AstaroTH began to reafon with me : 
‘but five or fix drops of that miraculous water, 
‘which I threw on his nofe, foon brought him to 
compliance. se 

Ah, dear Sir ! faid he, gently (perceiving I-was 
ready to wafh him foundly) have a little mercy on 
my black skin. My carcafs is’ very fenfible ; it 
cannot bear the leaft injury. Give attention and : 
ca wil 
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_ will fatisfy you: but hide that curfed bottle ; 
for I cannot look at it in cold blood, 





CHA YP: It, 
| Cupid mafqued 5 or, The Hiftory of Sifter 
Cornichon, and the Marquis de St Jalian, 


‘i HE young nun that I mentioned, Mif&s 
CorNicHON, is of diftinguifhed birth, 
tho’ fhe had a very moderate fortune... Her 
charms captivated a rich young gentleman, who 
promifed. her a plentiful allowance, She loved 
him in good earneft: but thinking him falfe, 
the imagination of his inconftancy made her re- 
tire into a cloifter. “Too young to examine the 
intrigues of fuch places, fhe blindly gave into 
the {nares which the nuns had fpread to draw 
her from the world. . High birth and a tolerable 
portion are bewitching charms to all nuns in ge- 
neral ; and as nothing can refift thofe holy 
fouls, it was not difficult for them to captivate 
CorRNICHON. 
. The fame amorous indignation that occafion- 
ed-her retreat, revenged her upon herfeif. She 
imagined this procedure would drive her incon- 
ftant to defpair ; and, deceived by. thefe falfe., 
ideas, fhe began and compleated her. own fa- 
crifice. You muft think I had a great hand in 
this, and indeed I afcribe all the honour of it to 


myfelf, Scarce had fhe pronounced her Aspe: 
ut 


~ 
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but I difpelled the! ‘clouds with which I :had till 
then furrounded: her. She faw, but. teo ‘late, 
that, abufed by illufions, her meafures had been 
fomewhat precipitate. “She learned ~thats+her 
lover could never have been capable of infide- 
lity, if her own ill-conduéted jealoufy had not 
compelled her to.mifufe him. The falfe report 
of a perfidious confident,’ ‘drew ‘her “into. ‘the 
{nares which had been ‘fpread ‘for her. She was 
eafily taken ; or, to fpeak more properly, it was 
impoffible for ‘her to difcover'the fprings which 
had been fet on work to deceiveher. I forefaw that 
fhe would be a virtuous woman, ‘but'a very bad 
nun ; and, as I loved her foul, it was neceflary 
_ I fhould ufe this ftratagem to preferve it. 

Her friend, very fufceptible of the foft paf- 
fion, could not with{tand the gentleman’s ‘merit. 
Love took poffleffion of her heart, and determin - 
ed her'to betray them both. As a girl thus def- 
perately amorous will omit nothing to accom- 
plith‘her ends, fhe conceived the project of fet- 
ting them at variance, | that the marquis ‘might 
become fenfible of her own charms. PERETTE 
(that was the name of this beauty). had fome re- 
-femblance of Cornicuon, but with difadvan- 
tage on her own fide; fhe therefore deceived her- 
felf, while fhe difunited them. “The gentleman, 
enrag’d at the coldriefs of his miftrefs, flies like 
a madman ‘to his regiment; ‘and fhe, no lef 
enraged at ‘his inconftancy, fhuts herfelf up in a 
cloifter. °'He knew ‘nothing of her retreat, nor 
fhe of his flight. “Fhe falfe friend dextroufly 
avails herfelfof this feparation: fhe informs:the 

marquis 
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Marquis,. by letters full of artifice, that another 
had captivated the heart of his miftrefs, and that 
HyMeEw would very foon unite them for ever. 
Rage takes pofleffion of his foul; he marries 
without love; and CorNICHON turns nun 
without a fpiritual vocation. While he forges 
himfelf fetters for life, fhe weaves for herfelf the 
bonds of a fevere flavery. 

The gentleman, upon his return to his pater- 
nal feat, hears with furprize the engagements of - 
his miftrefs. He knows not what to think of 
her proceedings, and, defirous to be fatisfied c6n- 
cerning a point which gave him fo much uneafi- 
nefs, fends one of his fifters to the parlour of the 
nunnery, who relates to CornrcHon het 
lover’s diforder, and the motives that induced him 
to leave her fo abruptly. Struck with ‘this dif- 
covery, her tears were the only interpreters of 
her foul. The gentleman, informed of the fitua~ 
tion of his miftrefs, finds means to fpeak with — 
her, and juftifies himfelf: fhe explains the caufe 
of her behaviour, and they jointly dete the 
bafenefS of their pernicious confident. The 
tears and fighs of the Marquis gave but too much 
proof that he was innocent, and made Cor- 
NIcHON but too fenfible of the lofs fhe had 
fuftained. RefleCting on her irretrievable mis- 
fortune, her foul is agitated by the moft cruel 
tranfports ; her fenfes are all confufed ; the lu- 
ftre of her eyes is at once eclipfed, and fhe falls 
down fpeechlefs in the midft of the parlour, 

The maid,. hearing the noife of ber fall, runs 
to her with Speed; whilft her lover, fatisfied thar 

mage D fomebody 
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f omebody was coming to her aiihance) retires, 
both! to:fave his reputation and hide :his diforder. 
“Phe grates :prevented his-flying to fupport-her. 
She," recovering from: her fwoon, finds herfelf a> 
bed nia! burning, fever, which ‘keeps ‘her fix 
months in a languifhing: condition... During this 
time'fhe:receives.a great number: of letters from. 
her unhappy’ lover... Thefe letters, far from 
ealming her grief, did but:make it the more fe- 
vere ; “every, reflexion was more cruel than the 
former, I fwam all this time in delight, and 
fele my fpleen dilated with her pains: for I 
Jove extremely to fee diforder in a humam foul. 
Her complaints irritated her defires, and her 
defires augmented her pains ; while the fituation 
of her lover was almoft equally bad. The va- 
rious pleafures, however, in which his quality 
‘engaged him, by. little and little abated his for- 
row.’ Infenfibly he forgets his miftrefs, but not 
till after-a long courfe of intrigues.’ The'Mar- 
quis had wit, and was as interprifing as a petit 
avaitre : 1 prompted him therefore 0} take advan- 
tage of the tendernefsCorNnicHon {till retain- 
ed forhim, Ina word, he fo effectually urged 
his point, that he arrived \at the. fummit of his 
‘defires.. All his love was then .extinguifhed, 
and it was only°in mere complaifance that -he 
afterwards vifited her. . It. was. quite otherwife 
with MifsCornicuon: fhe had a true relifh 
forthe {port, and when fhe obferved not the fame 
eagernefsiin her dear St Ju Lian, the wrote 
‘fpim letters in the molt pathetic language. 
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This unhappy reclufe. moved my compaffion : 
I fled:to her relief, and) infpired her with fuch 
gay thoughts, as. afforded her-lover a moft agree- 
able amufemént.. : Ty have, never, abandoned her 
fince, that ‘time, ‘but amyevery morning inher 
chamber; :aiding ‘her in'the compofition, of her 
letters... "The: Marquis de St fu 11 an: will flay 
“yet:two months in this:city, and hemakes her 
a vifit onceevery week. Formerly, he was four 
hours every day at the parlourgrate: but things 
are mutable, in this world.» Men, furfeit: in 
the greateft delight; when confined» to:thefame — 
object, and. ittrequires a moft difinterefted con- 
ftancy to be bound to anun, Befides, it is ufurping 
the property of the clergy. A. huge lecherous | 
friar began to grumble... This young pullet ap- 
peared to hima favoury*bit, but unluckily.ano- 
ther had got hold of it, and the fort was already 
poflefled.| Within this fortnight. indeed he has 
made, himfelf amends — for the difappointment. 
Being in.the confidence of fifter CoRNICHON, 
and playing the Mercury for her, his mouth 
was obferved. to water plentifully, every time 
he fpoke to her, He -had leave already to 
lick*her hand, which he improved by ‘degrees to 
the enjoyment, of other privileges... But he has 
gone to-work like a great booby : certain fym- 
toms.which the nun perceives make me tremble 
for her, and E think with good. reafon, I will 
inform you hereafter how fhe gets out of this 
confounded affairs; or, rather, .in what. manner 
Lhelp her out; for without me the poor girl 
would deferve to be lamented, She has abun. 
; D 2 dance 
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dance-.of, enemies among her, fifters,. who-all 
confpire her ruin, Her beauty, and wit» have 


drawn this envy upomher, Now envy in,thofe — 


retreats is much/to be dreaded, and does. infinite- 
ly more mifchief.than.abroad in the world. 

A nun tainted with. this vice knows neither 
virtue nor religion, Is fhe.a friend, fhe facrifices 
you; an indifferent perfon, fhe hates, you.; 
an.enemy, fhe calumniates your character: in 
a word, this paffion is the ruin of all your 
cloifters.. A. jealous nun is more to be dreaded 
than a lionnefs inraged ; fhe. ufes a thoufandde- 
vilifms to betray and ruin you.. .Hence.the ca- 
hals, intrigues, {pies on your condu&,. to de- 
te& al] your fteps, and poifon all your aétions, 
The fmalleft faults are divulged as fcandalous 
enormities, and the moft upright intentions are 
invenomed, Her heart, corrupted by this paffion, 
never lets her be eafy, and this fortof frenzy al- 
-ways finds means to do you a. mifchief.. An in- 
difcret word fhe treats as fcandalous, anda flight 
irreverence fhe calls impiety. Are you in the 
parlour, fhe will maintain that fhe faw you 
grant favours to a man, and proceed to. very 
bold and impudent familiarities ; that fhe heard 


tender and. equivocal .converfations, the fub- — 


ftance of which fhe whifpers from ear to ear. 
*Tis a piece of confidence, fhe will fay, that 
has been repofed. in her, and the intrufts it now 
as a great fecret, thoroughly fatisfied at the fame 
time that this fecret. will not be kept. This 
tells it to: another,..a third to.a fourth, and thefe 
holy, creatures always magnify :their, objects. 


Infenfibly 
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Infenfibly it Comes'to the ears of your fuipetiors, 
and fets them againft you, while you are ignorant 
of the ‘caufe of this prepofleffion ‘for that they 
carefully conceal from* you "They never con= 
cern themfelves to ‘give ‘you’ charitable advice 5 
that’ is a’ virtue’unknown to ‘thefe coquets in 
‘rape: Scandal to them is much fweeter, and the 
pleafure of furprifing you in the leaft negled. 

~ Thofe circumftances which give little room 
to fufpicion, grow ftronger by degrees. At laft 
‘they chaftife you, and the flighteft fault’ is pu- 
“nifhed with the utmoft rigour, merely out of re- 
fentment. Self-love then begins to work’; the 
heart revolts, and you cry out injuftice: inva 
word, you become the martyr of your own 
temper, while your fuperiours make ‘you the 
victim of their falfe prejudices, 

“The mind, taken up with a theufand inirer- 
pertinent cavils, whieh they daily raife again t 
you, gives way to grief, and’ grows languid ‘in 
the practice of virtue. Piety appears incommo- 
dious, and the duties of ‘it are. performed with 
extreme negligence: they give no relifh, no de- 
light, while the mind. is deftitute of its natural 

‘tranquility. The fervour of your devotion is” 
cooled by the daily mortifications that befal you, 
You pant after liberty; every thitic difpleafes ;- 
nothing relieves, Farewel to peace; which the 
heart is no more capable of feeling: Thefe‘are 
the forts of frenfy with which we affect a foul 

<that i is virtuoufly inclined. ° <>! ¢ 

~ You will tell me, perhaps, tise there -thteks 
are’ ‘mere wists — of feducing a perfon 
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truly,pious.) 1, ownsthey: may appear fuch* to: 
you, becaufe you have never been expofed: to 
them but.a foul.that+has particular fentiments, 
and a> certain. manner of thinking, cannot di+ 
geft.thefe little matters,, Frivolous as they miay 
appear to. you,~they are. capable -of difturbingy 
vexing, affli@ing, and of producing indifference 
and Janguor. The natural confequenceof thefe 
is want of devotion.—But we have introduced 
the following other. maxims, which you will 
think of more weight,. ifs mov bed 
‘To make you apprehend me the better, Imuft - 
firft inform you, that among »allthe: nuns 
which fill your cloifters, there is not a fourth 
| part, I fay a fourth part, who embrace the mo~ 
, naftic life from a pious impulfe, » Some are 
| compelled to. it by inhuman, parents, in order to 
_ intich an. eldeft fon: others are driven to it by 
difappointed love, when they have. conceived 
that paffion_ for a man they are not. permitted to 
marry; and others take this ftep to be revenged 
of a faithlefs lover, Thefe retire to the nunnery: 
~ out of neceffity, being unable to fupport «their 
quality ; and thofe are allured to it by the nuns, 
who. forever fpread their. imperceptible nets: 
for you are to’ judge.of thofe ladies as of us de- 
vils, that they.are never fo pleafed as when they 
draw numbers.into,theirewn misfortune. The 
greater-their troop, the more.they hug themfelves, 
as if. the plurality, of fufferers.\caufed.a diminu- 
tion of the mifery. » Nuns-of, this later fort are 
generallysyoung, ladies ofhigh rank, -or. they 
inchs Kigtimient! ot iusaiie abasdit - | venter 
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enter too young to penetrate the confequerices of 
theiehgamensents. 195i. 9VR LOY SIHB990, .HOY 

Is the daughter of-a rich family put'to board 
ina nunnery. ?> The fifters, ever alert when in» 
tereft is in view, (and intereft ‘isthe primum - 
mobile of all their actions) will be fure not to let 
her flip. | “Does the Abbefs defire her company ? 
(let-us rather fay, her money) all the fociety — 
is informed of the plot, and every artifice’ is. 
uled to. cajole-the young innocent. She is-diftin- 
guifhed from all her companions, ‘and é¢ncomi-~ 
umsand compliments are lavifhed on her: every 
thing, fhe does is applauded, and nothing fhe de-"' 
fires is refufed, All the little dainties, all the’ 
fweet-meats fly to her chamber.’ She is’ a party © 
invall the diverfions of my lady Abbefs, and has 
a promife of fucceeding her when’ fhe dies; for 
never, fure, cam they havea fifter more worthy. . 
Look, fays one of thefe female-quacks, what 
fweetnefs, what an afpe& is there! She is an 
angel!» Oh, yes Madam, you are one of ‘the- 
elect. 

Stunned with their applications, poor Mifs 
perhaps’ utters a+ few foolifh’things: Who can 
help-admiring, fays another, that delicate turn 
of mind, thofe fine fallies of wit! Yes, my foul, 
my dear little fitter, you are the moft amiable 
creature alive. You muft never kave us; I 
fhould die with grief to lofe you. In a word, 
they ufe fo many wiles, that at ‘laft they triumph 
over the poor fimple girl. After this prelude 
the directors come in play, ' She is intrufted to 


a dextrous and fubtile father, to one of thofe . 
cunning 
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cunning blades who are at the head of their pro- _ 
feflion, who. perform their parts with greateft 
skill,..and who feldom mifs carrying their point 
at the firftattack, Bedi yer 
A virgin of fourteen or fifteen is incapable of © 
fage reflexions :_ her thoughts are all chimerical, 
and we devils infenfibly foment thefe chimeras, 
till fhe engages, in fpite of parents and friends, to 
facrifice her liberty. Scarce has fhe paffed her 
noviciate, but the careffes and complaifance are 
atanend,. Her fortune is theirs, and that was 
all they wanted. The young nun, furprized at 
this change, fays to herfelf, What have I done ? 
All the fociety fhun me, and laugh in my face, 
A lay-fifter, equally ftupid and unmannerly, fays 
an impertinent thing to her : fhe complains, but - 
is only laughed at. The more fhe advances in 
age, the more her underftanding encreafes, and 
the more mortifications fhe meets with. Her 
reafon by degrees difcovers her imprudence, and 
fhe begins to perceive that a monaftic life“ ‘is 
nothing Jefs than religious, She fees in it-the 
intrigués, the gallantries, the envy, the jealoufy, 
in a word, all the diforders that reign in the age. 
If they are lefs glaring than in the world, they 
“are therefore more dangerous. ‘They grow fami- 
liar, and fhe gives herfelf upto them with fo 
much the more facility and ardor, as fhe is un- | 
acquainted with their confequences, She knows - 
fhe has been abufed, and reftraint irritates her. 
defire, Spleen, indignation, and often defpzir 
itfelf drives her into irregularities, that confound 
all the good difpofitions ef her foul.’ Pernicious 
examples 


& 
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examples are ever before her : _thofe examples 
corrupt her mind; fhe follows the torrent, and 
the torrent foon catries her to gallantry. Hav-° 
ing never loved before, her tendernefs rifes to’ 
excefs, and fhe is unable to keep within the 
bounds of difcretion, Scandal foon follows, 

and after that correction, with an entire priva- 

tion of liberty. Here we take full pofleffion of 
her foul, and make it the victim of her thought- 
lefs facrifice. . 

You will tell me, without doubt, that no 
examples are fufficient to make a prudent young 
woman trample under foot the duties of her pro-— 
feffion. Beit fo: but can this young perfon, 
flefh and blood, always refift the feducing ob- 
je€ts that are continually before her? A nun, 
for example, that has no charms, or whofe 
charms are decayed, hase a generous good friend, 
who will make her ample acknowledgment for 
the favours fhe fhall procure from this young 
fifter, She engages to ufe all her art and inte- 
reft, The men of this age have no great refpect 
fora veil. A handfome young gallent, capable 
of infpiring love, infenfibly wins the heart of 
the young damfel, who fees it is the cuftom of 
the cloifter, They infinuate that thought till 
fhe grows full of it. One of my good brethren 
flides imperceptibly under her petticoat. Could 
fhe withftand many fuch converfations? No: 
when virtue is too mnch expofed, it always fuf- 
fers fhipwreck. On the other hand, if the re- 
bels againft thefe fine inftructions, the difpleafes 
that old friend, who never fails to crofs her on 


every 
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every occafion. .'The.others all. laugh. at,.and 
defert her. My fifter, fay they, in a .way of 
irony, you make yourfelf frightfully ridiculous ; 
you are going to difgrace our, cloifter, and. wel 
fhall have no, man will come near it. . At laf: 
fhe finds herfelf obliged to be vicious, to follow 
the fafhion of thofe charitable nuns. 

The reft, with much lefs inward vocation, are 
abundantly more happy. Their hearts, already 
ptactifed in gallantry, .know how to, reftrain 
themfelves within. certain. limits... Their flame 
indeed is fprightly, but they have the art of diffi-, 
mulation, and carefully conceal thofe. fparkles 
which might otherwife evaporate... This lefs 
active fire is obfcured by certain clouds which 
hide its materiality. Prudence, or, to fpeak 
more properly, fear prompts them to preferve 
thofe appearances, which the ignorance of others 
is unacquainted with, They fecurely commit 
the crimes without being expofed to the danger, 
as they have impenetrable ftratagems ‘to avoid de- 
teétion. In this confifts the cunning we, exert 
in their behalf. If they have not love to make 
them complaifant, intereft will have the fame 
effe&t. A generous lover is more to their tafte 
than an amiable one, and prefents. with them 
fupply the place of merit. A rich old mifer, pro- 
vided he be not covetous, nor quite nafty, pre- 
vails beyond a fine young gentleman. A block- 
head is preferred to a man of defert, becaufe 
he is more difcreet, and preferves their reputa- 
tion. Sin, committed with fuch.an, one, always. > 
goes On with impunity: his reverence for the 

4st, ; _ fifterhood 


confidence. As fhe knows that this damfel can 
have no accefs’to the parlour, fhe’ cajoles her till 
by degrees fhe gets miftrefS of her fecret. The. 
poor innocent opens herheartto this ME GAERA, 
who makes her a thoufand proffers of her fer- 


vice. “By her the news of his miftrefs’s retreat - 


is conveyed to the deferted lover, letters pafs for- 
wards: and backwards, and the fecret is pre- 
ferved, provided fhe is well paid. This cou-. 
ple by degrees find an opportunity to fpeak 
together, and they mutually take meafures to 
relieve their torment. The old hag engages in 
all their fchemes, and brings them to perfeétion, 
At laft the walls are fcaled to fet the damfel at 
liberty, who flies with her fpark, and marries 
againtt her parents confent. a 
Well, ‘Sir, what do you think now of the | 


nunneries ?” Are’ not thefe proper receptacles | 


for the infernal nation ? Indeed a cloifter is our 
conftant afylum, and we live better there than 


’ 
t 
j 
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in any other place in the univerfe, becaufe we | 


almoft ever play a fure game with thefe women. 


It is riot till after he has won feveral fignal vi-. . 
Gories, that a devil obtains this province, The. 


place, | 
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place, in a word, is a fort of reecompence, like 
a government to an old officer, who has worn 
out his life and fpent his eftate in the fervice of 
his prince. At another opportunity I will give 

a cireumftantial detail of the life of a monk ; 
bitte miuft go foftly on, and you fhall have an 
account of my adventures in all my different 
metamorphofes, 





CHAP, If. 


Aftaroth at Court. What he fees, and what 
be does there. 


A N hour after having borrowed the lady’s fi- 
gure, I arrived at her palace. I received a 
number of vifits from all the principal courtiers, 
my husband only excepted, (for fo I muft call 
the Count de ***,) during my abode there. 
His indifference for his wife was founded, as I 
told you before, merely upon the ineqnality of 
her birth : otherwife fhe was infinitely worthy of - 
efteem, as well for her beauty as for her virtue. 
Two months the lady had fpent in her journey, 
which was undertaken to vifit her parents, and 
engage them to give her a fum of money. . Her 
husband, loaded with debts, had left his very 
equipage in gaming, and now enjoyed it only 
on his word of honour. She brought enough to 
retrieve his circumftances; and, not to wrong 
him, Imuft own, that within two days of my 
arrival, 


arrival, meeting’ me by chance"jn a gallery, 
with two countefles of his lady’s acquaintance, 
‘after a’thoufand civilittes fhewn to them, he en- 
‘quired coldly concerning my health, and whet 
ther my journey had fucceeded. “Having an- 
-owered hint in- the affirmative, he gave himfelf . 
the trouble in the evening to come to my apart-. 
ment, to take pofleflion of fifty thoufand livres 
which his lady had brought him. He had the 
extraordinary complaifance, moreover, to leave 
me two hundred livres for pocket-money: but 
as to carefles, he had more regard to his honour 
than to forget himfelf fo far. His theatrical 
princefs would have ‘taken it ill, and -his own 
quality would have been difgraced. I laughed 
heartily to myfelf at the extravagance of. this 
nobleman; and at the fame time was charmed 
with: his ridiculous deportment,. This indiffe- 
rence put me-out of danger: for, with all my 
cunning of a devil, had he come to clofe quar- 
ters with me, Ifhould have been plaguily put to 
it to bring myfelf tolerably well-off. Bat lucki- 
ly he made no offer of that kind, and left me 
without ceremony, carrying .off with. him the 
ready fpecies. : 

The next day I was obliged to pay my duty 
to the king, to make my vilits, and; in a word, 
to appear.in public before the whole court... My 
' addrefs alone bore me thro’ this; for Iwas ab- 
jolutely unacquainted. with the chart of that 
country. But, what a delightful climate <for 
people of my fpecies! I shave feen in hell a 

great many. devilifh oa and was mytelf, as 


I have 
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Ihave told you, one of the moft arrant va- 
lets de chambre in the whole kingdom ; yet here 
J found myfelf amere:novice. The natural or- 
der of things. is all reverfed in this region. 
They fleep “in the. day, “riot in the night, and 
fhorten life by unheard-of exceffes, ‘The foul is 
a ftranger to all fincerity, ‘and all compaffion. 
Double-dealing, impofture, fcandal, and often- 
tation, are the only virtues known to courtiers, 
A near relation betrays you, an enemy careffles 
you, a friend ruins and makes a facrifice of you. 
"The husband ‘is never feen with his wife, and 
the wife flies her husband as much as poffible. 
What meannefs, faid a nobleman one day to 

a lady that was his miftrefs, to have fo much re- 
gard for your husband! Fie upon fuch a beggarly 
tafte! you'll pafs for the wife of a niechanic, a 
mere plebeian.. As if the end of matrimony 
was mutual love ! You deceive yourfelf, madam, 
and run counter to all politenefs and good man- 
ners. — Lord, madam, cried a dutchefs one day 
as fhe accofted me, I am fo fatigued with the 
civilities of the Duke de ***, that he is become 
quite infupportable to me. It looks as if he had 
married me only to make meridiculous at court 
by his fond behaviour. Do but behold that me- 
Jancholic.man ! Always the fame bed, the fame 
table, the fame coach. He actually kiffes me, 
and talks tender things, till he runs himfelf out of 
breath, without giving me time to put in a 
word. How happy are you, madam, fhe goes 
on, to,fave a husbarid youfearce ever fee! It is 
now above four live-long days fince I have had an 
z opportunity 
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opportunity to fpend one quarter of an hour 
with the Count de C ***,. the man whom I love 
to diftra&tion. So, here comes the Princefs de 
L*** to join our company. .How_ beautiful, 
how amiable fhe appears!. Who can, be more 
happy than that lady ? She has a croud of Jo- 
vers, and fuffers not one to languifh in defpair. 
Her husband, the Count de P ***, always gets 
out of the way when fhe receives them. ‘This 
is certainly the quinteflence of good manners, 
and what makes him, in his turn, adored by all 
the ladies, 

At this time the king, very much advanced in 
years, turned all his thoughts to the concerns of 
another world, In his youth the princes of hell had 
occafioned great diforders in his court ; but at the 
decline of his days he had banifhed them: all. 
When this monarch, who died two months after 
_ my arrival, came to the banks of the river 
Styx, all the infernal people afcended together 
in acroud, and took poffeffion of moft of his 
courtiers, I now faw myfelf lucky in my choice 
of a tabernacle to dwell in, which ftill fecured 
me in a place where otherwife I_ muft not have 
dared to appear, as the fituation was fo: coveted. 
by all my fuperiours, The lady whofe figure I 
had borrowed pafled for a woman fo cruelly 
virtuous, that my very prefence ftruck an awe 
on the moft artful devil of them all, and not 
a fiend would venture to come near me. They 
wheeled about my perfon, but at a becoming 
diftance, I hada great inclination, thus dif- - 
guifed, to have fome diverfion with one of our 
a a E 2 chief > 
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chief lords, by .giving him free accefs to my 

‘perfon. . Infenfibly I engaged his regard, and by 
degrees we became familiar. This. devil of 
quality, was_a very crafty one, and who tho- 
roughly knew the hearts of the courtiers : ‘he 
therefore diverted me between whiles with re- 
lating their chara¢ters, and forme of their prin- 
cipal adventures. | : 

Take notice, fays he to me one day, .of that 
manvin the red cap: he is an éxcellent fubject, 
cand much refpeéted throughout our empire. 

He has acquired us an infinite number of profe- 

lytes, and isin faé& the evil genius of the ftate, 

and of him that governs it. Indulgent to the 

Jaft degree, he has given that prince fuch an ad- 

mirable education, that I have more hopes of 

“him than of the grand Sultan, This pre-, 

ceptor, at prefent minifter of flate, is indeed a 
nughty geod fort of man: he reconciles to his 

~ confcience whatever hi§ mafter requires of him, 

He often fcolds ; {wears at every word he fpeaks, 
and femetimes even cries: as witnefs laft 
night at the reprefentation of AGNEs DE 
CasTRo. 

- | Hah! here comes the Marquis de ***, the 
moft affable and obliging nobleman in the whole 
court. Every man, without exception, is ad- 

mitted into his converfation. He promifes to 
every one all his intereft : but the misfortune is, 
that he thinks for ever of his own affairs, and 
never of his promifes. He keeps two miftrefles, 
who ruin his fortune, and folicits a government 
to fupply the extravagance of thefe heroines. 
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Do you fee that young prince? # Hes the moft 
paflionate and violent man upon earth. “When 
he knows any fellow whom I miftruft, and-who 
is fubje& to certain fits of devotion, that may de- 
prive me of his foul, ‘I prompt his highnefs to 
fend him into the other world, which: he ‘does 
the firft opportunity.» I have already had a géod 
number thro’ his means, and indeed he is an in- 
exhautftible treafure for the nether regions. He 
has an actrefs for his miftréfs, whom. he beats 
like a ftock-fifh ; which however does not pre- 
vent the lady from diftributing her favours to 
many others. 

Take a view of that ugly old harradan who 

comes this way! obferve her grotefque figure! 
That marchionefs now has her lovers, and has 
run her husband above 100,000 crowns in debt 
to pay them. It is fhe that fupports that young 
gentleman who walks with her. The fellow is 
poor, and is he not in the right to live at the 
expence of fuch a baboon ? 
' So, fays I, whence comes the Dutchefs -de 
**®* ? She feems to me quite out of breath. A 
very pretty queftion, anfwers BELPHEGOR: 
fhe comes from La S11 L10N’s, and is running 
to » where fhe has always one of the deareft 
_ apartments. The moft miférable wretch, who 
is rich, may boaft of. having a dutchefs for his 
money : but fo infatiable is the or this head; that 
the moft bountiful gallant never comes often. 

Now obferve a little that ecclefiaftic and that 
duke, who laugh like'a couple of ideots. ‘Thofe 
are mafter and fcholar. And what, fays Ty in 
; E 3 , the 
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the name of. fenfe, can make them giggle fo 
_ immoderately ? Nothing, he replied, but the 
conceit of {pending the night together at Madam | 
ComMopDe’s, where they lately made a moft. 
Acandalous difturbance. The commiffary, with 
twoof his archers, ran thither at héaring the 
outcry : but the poor honeft officer was obliged to 
return in confufion, Thefe two lords compelled 
him and his followers to kifs the lady’s pofteri- 
ors, by way of punifhment for having inter- 


rupted their pleafures. This is the whole fub- _ 


jet of their extravagant mirth. The poor 
commifiary was fo mortified at the egregious 
affront, that he has lately quitted the city, and 
is gone to take up his refidence in the country,. © 
Do you obferve that couple who are now 
coming towards us? The man is a notorious 
cheat, whowill ruin the kingdom. He is a 
_ Britifh fugitive, and now meditates great de- 
fizns. His pretended wife, with her red and 
white complexion, is not a jot better than him- 
felf, They have had accefs, by means of my 
compatriots, to the greateft men-.in the land. 
His projects, tho’ extremely dangerous, will be 
put in execution, and they give me pleafure by 
. way of anticipation: for ] hope to gain more 
by this game than in a raffle of monks. It 
‘ will impoverifh fo many families, that rage and 
defpzir fhall people a whole city of our kingdom, 
which I had_allotted to new converts, who take 
refuge in foreign countries. 
Here BEL PHEGOR fet up a very fhrill cry. - 
Degr countels, .faid he, let us inftantly efcape. 
vy I perceive 


/ 
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I perceive a perfon at a diftance.that,comes;this 
way: ’tis LycoPHRON, that‘redoubtable phy- 
fician, who has fent. an infinite number of -in- 
habitants.into the kingdom of »PLuro.:, The 
company of that gentleman poifoner will not 
fuit us, and is: only proper for thofe ladies who 
have jealous husbands ; or thofe, husbands wha: 
want to get rid of their wives; or to fome redu- 
ced heir, . who pants after a rich’ patrimony, 
and is quite out of patience. He kilis with im- 
punity all that truft to his medicines. . But the 
other day he gave a ftrong dofe of opium to the 
young monarch, inftead ofa cordial. . He is the 
moft ignorant quack in the whole world; and 
never knew what it isto ftudy, All the morning 
he. fcribbles over fome wafte-paper, which a 
bookfeller has the complaifance to print, inorder 
to fell the fheets afterwards to the wholefale gro- 
cers. After dinner he haunts the coffee-houfes, 
to take in fome novice at gaming... If you fuf- 
fer him to enter your doors, truft me, ’tisall 
over with you: your husband will imitate a great 
many others, whe-love poor miftrefles that they 
may enrich them, and rich wives that they may 
beggar them. Our isc uLAPIUS was inti- 
mately acquainted with LA BRINVILLIPRS, 
and there are very weighty reafons to let him 
goon quietly without punifhment, All his know- 
ledge lies in the pills of that Me G aR A, which-he 
_ fells very dear to thofe who are fo unhappy as to 
want them. In a word, he is a very bafilisk, 
who kills with his eyes, and poifons with his 
breath: let us fly him asa woman would fly an 
- impotent 
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impotent lover. I'am very much obliged to 
you for your advice, faid I to BELPHEGOR: 
but I know him, and have no inclination to 
make him an affignment. 

After this converfation my noble devil left 
me, without having once fufpeéted my meta- 
morphofis. Immediately I fled home, where a 
young knight of Malta expected me with im- 
patience. He was very intimate with the lady 
whofe figure I had borrowed. BELPHEGOR 
had inflamed him with defires of enjoyment, 
and affured him that he would make me fenfible 
of his torment, and mollify my virtue. I con- 
fefs that I have a hundred times repented my be- 
ing a devil, incapable of yielding to his paffion, 
and following the examples of the court ladies ; 
for certainly Aponis had not more charms 
than this amiable Chevalier. His conftancy, for 
a courtier, was extraordinary: already, for 
more than four months, he had declared himfelf 
an adorer of the countefs, without obtaining the 
leaft favour ; which, on her part, fhewed an ad- 
mirable refolution for a lady of quality. I 
frankly own, that I had more regard to his paf- 
fion than the countefs; which made me give 
him fome hopes of fuccefs. ‘He pufhed the point 
‘ alittle home upon me; but it was out of my 
power to make him happy. I demanded time to 
confider the matter, and feemed to capitulate 
upon honourable conditions ; _ refolving all the 
_ while to infpire the lady with the fame fentiments, 
whenever fhe came home. I have fucceeded to 
admiration ; and for fix and twenty years paft, 

(for 
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(for fo long they have had a right underftanding 
together) their reciprocal paffion has not in the 
diminifhed. 
The knight, as fatisfied as a nun who had 
juft received her new year’s gift, conducted me 
to a pompous entertainment, that was given one 
evening at the Gobelins by a certain great prin- 
_cefs, Every thing there was very fplendid ; 
but nothing gave more pleafure than the fe- 
cond deflert. -For that reafon it was very 
long, and the debauch of it was pufhed to 
fome excefs, Every female above twenty 
years old was prohibited this entertainment, 
When it was found that the liquor began to 
operate, all the lights were put out in a mo- 
ment, that Cuprp might have full liberty to 
rove without reftraint. My fprightly young 
lover did not fleep on this occafion, and the 
fcene at firft put me in a fright : but I prefently 
aflumed the fhape of a man,’ and fo the Cheva- 
lier miffed his feent, when otherwife he would 
certainly have run medown. A confufed noife 
was at firft- heard throughout the affembly. By 
degrees a profound filence came on, which was 
followed by fighs from contented hearts, and a 
few feeble exclamations. The foft and tender 
words that I heard fly about in whifpers, gave 
me to underftand that this feaft was to the tafte 
of the guefts, and infinitely beyond all the di- 
verfions of the carnival ; and the confequences 
of it fhewed my opinion well grounded. A 
little while after feveral young: virgins difap- 
peared, under pretence of illnefs; and at we 
Xf en 
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end of ten months they fhone forth again, with 
new vermilion in their checks. 

I had been now at court above three months, 
fo fully employed that I had not time to look 
round me. But one night finding myfelf at 
leifure in my apartment, it came into my head 
to examine my houfe, and vifit all the fervants 
while they were under the dominion of Mor- 
PHEUs,. My pretended husband had a chamber- 
maid, and Ia valet de chambre ; for we both 
followed the fafhion of the court. ‘There were 
thirty other domefticks in family, fifteen men, 
and fifteen maids ; or, if you pleafe, women ; 
or, to fpeak more juftly, neither maids nor 
women, I made my tour from chamber to 
chamber, paying the Count, as became me, the 
firft vifit. The poor gentleman, by miftake, 
was-in the chamber-maid’s bed, and I found 
them very faft afleep. All the reft were coupled 
in the: fame manner, every JacKk with his 
Joan, down to the very fcullion-boy, who was 
fnoring in the garret with the hoftler’s daugh- 
ter, a girl that had not yet entered in her teens, 
_ So, faid [ to myfelf, this is like to bea very fruitful 
houfe, But the beft of it is, that not one 
creature can reproach another, A very regular 
gradation, from the meaneft fervant up to the 
matter ! 

‘This phenomenon, which indeed was no mi- 
racle in that delightful climate, gave me the 
thought of paying a like vifit to the houfes of 
feveral courtiers, I found them all pretty near 
in the fame fituation. In one the husband was 

abfent ; 
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abfent ; but a great booby of a footman occupied 
his place. ‘The fellow was not afleep, and the 
lady made good ufe of her time. In. another 
houfe, Madam was fleeping by the fide of her 
chamberlain, while happy Monfieur regaled 
himfelf in the bed of an a€trefs. In a third 
the husband was at reft in the arms of a bloated 
old governefs, and his lady lofing her honour 
in a party atombre. Inaword, having gone 
thro’ about a fcore of palaces, and perceiving 
that every thing went on much in the fame 
manner as in the houfe I inhabited, I refolved to 
play them a trick in my own natural way. 
With this view I went home, and muttered over 
certain charms, which buried them all ina pro- 
found lethargy, that I knew would continue till 
eight o’clock the next evening. exempted nota foul 
_ from the effeét of my magic power, but the por- 
ters, and a few leprous wretches that no woman 
would touch. At five o’clock in the afternoon 
- I took my flight from houfe to houfe, making 
myfelf invifible to enhance the pleafure of the 
adventure. Jl opened all the doors to a great 
number of perfons of both fexes, who came to 
pay their cuftomary vifits. Surprized to fee no- 
body when they entered, the guefts went from 
room to room, and furveyed at leifure this hu- 
morous aflemblage of love. In one I waked 
the mafter from the fide of his chambermaid, 
and the good man burft out into a hearty laugh 
to fee his dear moiety in the arms of a valet. 
In another I took the charm from my lady, 
(that lady who had lodged with her Sagi 
ain 
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Jain) and fhe ftormed like a mad-woman at her 
husband, becaufe the caught him with the’go- 
vetnefs‘of her ‘children, “The lord who had 
jut rifen from his a€trefs, threw out a thoufand 
mvectives at his wife, whom he furprized in the 
flagrant act of infidelity. 

The hiftory of this affair, fora éonfiderable 
time, ‘ gave a great deal’of diverfion to the 
court, The Count «my imaginary husband, 
and ‘his domeftics, tho’ guilty of the five 
crimes, were ‘the firft to railly thofe who ‘had 
been detected, » As they ‘were not like to be 
more referved for the future, I determined to 
make an*example of them too, :and‘put my de- 
fign in execution ‘the very next night. After ha- 
ving lulled ‘them all heartily to fleep, I went to 
the enchanted caftle to fetch home the lady my 
_ original, and- made. her an ‘eye witnefs of the 

diforders “of ‘her family.“ As fhe was virtuous 
at this time, fhe drove away all thefe fcandalous 
domiefticks, not Omitting ever her ‘husband’s 
chambermaid, “His lordfhip, who loved variety, 
was very well pleafed with this revolution. She 
who fucceeded took the place of her grélleceffor 5 
as who could ‘long ‘refift’ the endearments of @ 
_ Count ? 

Having again trantfported ‘the Jady back to 
her former “habitation, the fame eeconomy be- 
gan again in the houfe 3. whence I concluded 
them an incorrigible company, and that the de- 
vils had no ‘need ‘to tempt fuch people as thefe. 
An idle life, good eating and @rinking, -and 
above all the -mafter’s example, inftruéted them 

better 
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better than hell .itfelf could have done. It is 
not without reafon therefore that our diabolical 
princes are fond of the court, becaufe they live 
.there ina fweet repofe, and haveffcarce any bufi- . 


~ nefs on their hands. 


I pafled my time, you fee, moft agreeably, 
Fortune, however, jealous of my happinefs, no 
longer continued me in her favour, but put a 
fudden end to my enjoyment. I-have told you, 
that I had given fome hopes to the knight of | 
Malta. BetpHecor, furprized at my refift- 
ance, (for he was entirely devoted to the Che- 
valier) began to doubt that I was not a real 
woman, and fufpected that my form was mere- 
ly fantaftical. Immediately he took his flight 
to hell, . and convoked together all the inhabi- 
tants of that empire, who appeared to his fium- 
mons ; they appeared, I fay, all but your humble 
fervant. ‘Then he no longer doubted my ha- 
ving borrowed the Jady’s figure, and his rage 
drew from him the moft horrible imprecations 
againft my poor individual. I knew from the 
firft the danger.I was expofed to, and therefore 
went inftantly to the enchanted palace, releafed 
the Countefs, and tranfported her to her cham- 
ber. — I then took my Aight into the middle re- 
gion of the air, where, alas ! he foon difcovere | 
‘me, I was obliged to confefs my crime; for a 
crime it was to infinuate myfelf at court. All 
his rafcally followers, my mercilefs comerades, 
hunted me with fo much brutality, that I trem- 
bled left [ fhould never get out of their clutches. 
By degrees however I made my efcape, and afr 
F havii g 
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having rambled thro’ feveral provinces, I met 
~~ by chatice a canon or abbot of the court, wis 


Gace me an aly tom: in his body: 


mn ale hee de Iv. 


oF tbe Occupations: of Aftaroth, as Gn éctle- 
: ; Siaftical Chancellor, 





D2 not imagine, Sirs that my new hott 
was one of your common fort of abbots, 
your ecclefiaftics reduced to a fimple prebend, 
your zealous priefts who fet hell at defiance: fuch 
a thought asthat would do me great injuftices I 
was too fond of courtiers to debafe myfelf fo 
egregioufly. Having tafted the pleafures of a 
court life, I was’ in no hafte to renounce’ them, 
For this reafon they gave me, by way of irony, 
the name of the courtly Damon, and fome 
writers have put me upon 4 level with Bev- 
PHEGOR and LeviaTHAN. © It was in 
wandering from country to country, in order 
to efcape the claws of my enemies, when I was 
juft ready, out of mere defpait, to take repofe 
under the frock’ of a father cordelier, that I 
found this. holy” man, who foon made me amends 


for the affront I Had 'réceived, in being obliged Ys 


to leave the Countefs BELTseE. ~ 
_Tt is indeed Very true, that the ‘court T was 
now going to act my part in could not be put 


in competition with’ the other. ne was 
neg feen 
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feen in the firft- but magnificence, riches, ban- 
quets, and:balls: > the fecond, on the contrary, 
was diftinguifhed only’ -by rapine, . niggardli- 
nefs, and fordid intereft. In the firft was an 
infinite number*of fine-gentlemen, witty, po- 
lite, and affable; in the fecond a filthy troop 
of hypocrites, buried almoft for ever in drun- 
kennefs, Yet even here I tafted a great many 
pleafures, as the mummeries which: paffed were 
feafoned with ‘a ‘certain \fatirical falt, that. 
made them extremely delightful. — 

The perfon who had lodged me was the fe- 
cond man in the ftate, and inferior only to the 
prince,- He held the two chief employments of 
that ecclefiaftical fovereignty ; which employ- 
ments, notwithftanding, were incompatible in 
themfelves, and could not. be‘filled up by one 
and the fame perfon. «But what cannot favour 
perform? It gives capacity to thofe who have it 
not. - I -confefs that the figure of this man made 
me recoilat firft, and that it was with reluétance 
I fo debafed myfelf, juft after having quitted a 
beautiful lady, as to jump down the throat of a 
creature four foot and a half high, with broad 
round fhoulders, the paunch of aSANCHoO, and 
a mean crabbed air, which at firft glance gavea 
full indication of his folly, and that his under- 
ftanding was altogether°as fhort as his fight. - 
Such was, in reality, this quibbling fophifticat-. 
ing Monfieur ? Appe’, theCount deRortin. 
The ftate has been divided from time immemorial 
between Asmopevs the devil of luxury, and 
Face the devil of chicanery. The firft 

FZ prefides 
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ptefides over the heads of the community, and 
the fecond influences the populace only-: ima 
word, AsMODEWS is‘as it:were the prince, and 
Facet ats as the chancellor. - ib 
Happily for me‘Ideteéted, in the form ob mt 
cretary to my «new hoft, another difgraced devil 
whofe name’ was UriE 1.0: He had. already 
officiated’ for ten years in this character, and 
with the higheft applaufe from his worthy ma- 
fer. You know doubtlefs that Lord Ursre. 
“is the verrieft thief;-‘and yet the: moft arro- 
gant rafcal that ever hell produced... At my ar- 
rival, however, his credit began to ‘diminith: 
he had committed fo many rogueries to enrich his 
‘patron, as to draw on himfelf a great- number 
of epemies. "The very imps of AsmMopgus, 
fealous of his glory, and becaufe he had gone 
even beyond them in promifes, were trying 
their utmoft to out-reach him. J dextroufly 
- took advantage of the remainder of his credit, 
to get myfelf acquainted with the intrigues of 
this petty court, As I had over him a fort» of 
fuperiority, I commanded him to unmask the fo- 
vereign and his principal courtiers. Iwas obliged, 
in order to-make him comply, to declare my 
name ;~but it was- upon oath firft given, that 
he would never betray me, nor difcover my retreat 
to my perfecutors. "The oath of a devil indeed is 
no very facred thing; as the fcoundrel taught me 
within four months after, when, to fupport ~ 
himfelf, he impeached me. But if I am not reven- 
ged on him, never believe ASTAROTH again. 
Friend 
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. Friend Asma rou, fays UR TEL, tome 
‘one day,*1 am going to court, to. get. the, depo- 
fition:igned! of :ay gallant ecclefiaftic, »who. was 
lately deprived of his:benefice for having lived 
too regularly, » If, thou. wanteft to know, the 
fovereign and his: chief courtiers, come, with me, 
and leave:thy good» mafter a few hours, He 
fpendsthe afternoon with Madam, LecuEr- 
-ous, andhas no occafion for thee: for his own 
inclination, will make him a&.,more brutalities 
than thou art able to fuggeft. — Let us go then, 
my dear URnen 3, Iam ready, faid J, to, bear 
- thee company. —- Scarce, were we a league from 
the. city when we met a fmall.company. of 
people, who were taking, the air in a fpacious 
avenue -fhaded., with..poplars, and watered by a 
fine large river. ae , pdt 
The, -firt thing.I enquired was, who thofe 
men were. They are, anfwered he, the prince 
and his courtiers, .. Doft thou note that great old 
fhark of aman, who walks with the help of a_ 
.crutch- ftick ?. That is BARNABAS, . the great 
‘Barnapas. What, faid.1,the prince? Ay 
friend,’ the prince, replies UrizL. — He has, 
in-my opinion, a-very. mean afpect andair: that 
gray, head of his givesme but.an indifferent idea 
of his wifdom, and capacity.for government, — 
What a. fool art thou, :fays .he, for a devil of 
thy experience! . Thou oughteft to. know, that 
they are notalways men, of merit,who are raifed 
-to,fuch, dignities as thefe,.. A. lazy. difregard to | 
» all, the ,exceffes, of the nobility, is_preferable to 
sany, other quality. Befides, intrigue and 
: | Bk fimeay 
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mony: areengines>that feldom: here fail af«fuc- 
cefs. It was merely to\'cabal, and the cintereft 
of afew particular:men, that’ “this fellow eted 
his high elevation’ © They: thought, by ele@ing 
a man>without genius," to: engrofs the’ govern 
ment in’ their own hands: But Barwapas. 
has bit them all: ‘tho’ a wretch: that formerly 
‘often wanted ‘bread, ‘he has’ violated his: probity, 
and all the-ties of friendthip, to maintain the au- 
thority they gave him, and has aptly ‘eno taken 
for his beard PUG voluit. Peind- volte WF 
Sayft thow fo, friend Urren? ‘replied: di 
The fellow then is not fuch a fool as 1 thought 
him. They iprefent him with aliquorifh bit, 
and he keeps it’: ‘I think-he is very:much in the 
right. But favour me witha particular account 
of the manner of this his extraordinary eleva- 
tion. — Give attention then AsT Aro TH, and 
you fhall be obliged. But firft [ muft-let»you 
into fome'effential circumftances: > for only we 
princely devils are capable of knowing? the in- 
trigues carried on at thefe eleGtions, and I fhould 
_ be as ignorant as thow art upon: this: ‘head, if I 
had not been ten years in the adminiftration. 
_ Yoa muft know, in thefirft' place, that this 
ftate is'\dependent on the'great Jur3rT eR of the 
tiara‘; that’ the nomination can be made only by 
a-certain numberof perfons, who are all poflef- 
fed by the imps of AsmopeEus ; and that aman 
muft be of this: body to™ have any hand in 
the affair.’ For this reafon many noblemen of 
high quality enter themfelvesiin this fraternity, 
whenever the fovereignty is vacant. Levira- 
. THAN 
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THAN and BeuPHEGOR order FaGEL to 
fet all the éleftors together by the ears, and di- 
vide them into feveral factions,’ He afterwards 
in{pires: every: one:to give his voice: to him that 
bids moft-;);and as» many. are-gaping after. this 
lucrative:dighity,( it always fells high, : there bes 
ing ufually four or five competitors, who all 
have their partizans... Thefe:divided parties, 
after a thoufand diabolical tricks, are gradually 
united by:dint of money, and reduced to two, 
If thefe two faGtions are equal, avery large 
fum goes to get-over’ one-or two electors, and 
then the nomination|is\made.. It cofts his new 
highnefs indeed, fometimes, about-an hundred 
thoufand crowns: but as he is fure to-reimburfe 
his capital with large ‘intereft, by felling: all 
offices that dgpend on his fovereignty, the ad- 
vancing ‘the ‘money gives him: little concern, 
He enters‘ugon a certain fund, that brings/in at 
leaft four hundred thoufand crowns: per annum. 
Thefe people, however, are obligedto a& cer- 
‘tain grimaces.. They celebrate: public prayers, 
and call down the holy ghoft to their: affiftance. 
But all that is only a finefle of Mafter Fa GE x’s, 
that by: fafcinating the eyes of an. ignorant po- 
pulace, he may the better fith in troubled water. 
In a-word,. there pafles fo many apifh,: not to 
fay ‘devilith) tricks at thefe: elections, that I 
fhould never finifh the irkfome relation, Be- 
fides, you will become acquainted with thefe 
things yourfelf, if. you ftay here any time: for 
yon old fellow is juft at the end:of his career, 
and muft very foon go to receive the anaes 
“4 ' aue 
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due-to his avarice and.\ingratitude. . His. apart~ 
ment is already prepared‘among us : we wait his 
coming with impatience, in order to exact from 
him a fevere retribution for all the goods that-he 
has ravifhed from the poor, to fupport the lux- 
ury of his family,—-But let us return to his 
eleCtion. 

This righteous ecrlefiattic was very poor, 
and fubfifted upon the benevolence of a generous 
nobleman, who had undertaken to maintain a 
certain party. But perceiving that all his. in- 
trigue and cabal, in fpite of the money he la- 
vifhed away, was unable to triumph over the 
other faGtions, he was. infpired by Fac Ern.to 
aim at the fovereignty.. For this purpofe he 
had _recourfe. to ‘certain ftratagems, which are 
known only in our empire, .He imagined 
_othat our ecclefiaftic,. whom he loaded. with fo 

many favours, and who looked. with fuch a 
fanG&tified demure countenance, would refign to 
him the fovereignty, if he couldicaufe the election 
to fall upon his head. Vainly he thought with- 
in himfelf,. that a faint of this fpecies would ne- 
‘ver be able to bear the weighty burden of govern- 
ment. . He bound. him therefore by a fecret 
-oath. . But no foener was our good man eleéted 
than he forgot his oath, and, his friendfhip,..and 
wwas fully perfuaded that a perjury of .this nature 
: 38a mere peccadillo, thata few years.of purga- 
tory. hereafter will amply . atone. for... The 
snobleman, fecing himfelf fo bafely duped, took 
a fudden tripinto our kingdom, to: carry, thither 
his complaints, ‘where , he waits: the.coming of 
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this falfe. friend; inorder to: make him, fenfible 

that the laws of friendfhip and gratitude are not 
violated::with » impunity... I. am :of , opinion, 
however, that the match: will be very, unequal 5 
for the goodman, during, his reign, has acqui- 

red a number of partifans among. us,, who, in 
all likelihood will be too powerful for his antas 

gonift, ) > 

Doft thou - that lubbardly greafy-guts, who 

diverts himfelf: with a foolifh thing he has juft 

uttered? . That is' a pitiful fellow of a verger, 

whom his highnefs has raifed out of the dirt to 

make him his prime minifter ; an arrant varlet, 

born under a lucky. conftellation, who, with 
every bad quality that goes to. compofe a per- 

fect knave, hath made himfelf rich at the pu- 

blic expence, by felling all the good graces of 
his matter: formerly he was.a mercury, now, a 
fole privy counfellor. 

Hah! what-kind of aman is'that, who dif. 
torts himfelf yonder like one poffefled ? —How, 
faid he, friend AstaRroT Hy, -doft thou not 
know that fcoundrel? I am furprized at it, 
And yet he is one of that fpecies who caufed 
thy banifhment. He is ape and buffoon to the 
prince, ‘who delights int his low witticifms, and 
ridiculous capuchinades ; and has therefore made 
‘him the fecond perfon in his councils. Ay, faid 
I, is he one of thofe miferable hypocrites ? But 
he has no beard, and that prevented my know- 
ing him, Let it not furprize you, continued 
UrIeEL, that he wants the tokens of virility : 
it is becaufe the unlucky poor dog has uaderenor 

the 
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the fate of ABELARD, for having made too 
free ufe of what nature had given him. ” Well 

Uriet, cried I, I muft take vengeance on this 
great booby, for "the feurvy trick played'me by 
his'‘brother. ‘By your leave, neighbour Ass - 
ROTH, faid my guide very fmartly, he is undér 
my dominion,’ and we fhall quarrel if “you 
touch him. . It is he that procures the ratifica- 

tion of all my infamies, If I lofé his reve- 

rence, I muft foon pack up and be gone. He is 
my protector, friend, and it behoves me to take 
care of him. ‘The other day he obliged the 
prince, upon my recommendation, to fign the 
pardon ofa young canon,who had got two fifters 
with child, Ithad been all over with my fpark 
but for his interpofition. The very next day, 

out of mere friendfhip to me, he procured 
mercy forthe curate of a fmall city about two 
leagues and a half from the capital, who had 
debauched ‘the four prettieft young girls of all 

his: flock. In‘fhort;  } could ‘not poffiibly en- 
rich my mafter, if this bon companion did not 
palliate all my legerdemain tricks. Such a bro- 

ther as this is areal acquifition, which hell may 

be proud of. 

Very well, Ur tet, I forgive him ition 3 but 
here comes another that fhall not efcape fo eafily. 
That end of aman there, is it not a capuchin ? 
Upon the faith of a devil, I fhould think it a 
tall Pruffian grenadier cut in two.’ Be what it 
will, here goes at him. Hold, hold, ‘no quar- 
rels among friends, faid UR1EL again; I pro- 
teét him no lefs than the other, for he is the ~ 

prince’s 
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prince’s director, I infinuate to, his highnefs, 
thro’ his means, whatever I pleafe;. for ex 
ample, to fell all benefices, or at leaft to con-+ 
fer them only on, infants, incapable of knowing 
the function they embrace ; or on blockheads, 
without the leaft tin¢ture of literature ; or on 
debauchees, who fperid all the revenues in grati« 
fying. their irregular. paflions ; or, ina word, 
on footmen, who, grown haughty by prefer- 
ment, treat with contempt all others who rely 
on.their protection. Hence proceed fo many 
excellent men; who come in crouds to people 
our empire; hence thofe debaucheries, thofe 
fcandalous amours, which call, the blufh into 
every modeft.check ; hence proceed ignorance, 
drunkennefs, injuftice, aflaffinations, and thofe 
other fhameful vices which reign with a dread- 
ful tyranny, among the populace; hence, ina 
word, thatunruly race of men, who know nei- 
ther probity nor honour. The example. of 
thefe guides leads them blindly into fuch crying 
diforders, thatall ftrangers look upon this coun- 
try, not asa place inhabited by men, but as an 
infernal colony ; fo that AsMopDEUs liveshere | 
in mere idlenefs, and FaGeL has very. little 
todo, 6» 

But. tell, me, ; friend Urrer,. whois that 
little original with an Italian phiz,: and.a‘mali- 
cious fmile in his countenance ? ‘That, -fays he, 
is a cunning fharpery who has made his efcape 
from the court of the great JupireR of the 
triple crown.» His avarice had led him thither, 
and he had amafied there abundance of ae 


60 | The Devil Hermit. 


by felling difpenfations at random to all comers. 
Tho’ born’ in the loweft obfcurity, that dwarf 
of a fellow afpired at the purple, which un- 
- @oubtedly he had merited by his knaveries ; 
but, unluckily for hell, he was fupplanted, and 
obliged to return from whence he came. He 
then got to be fubftitute to the ‘prince, in order 
to perform the funétions of his miniftry. It 
was wifély done to chufe fach an accomplifhed 
cheat, fuch a worm, that:will eat out the re- 
maining intrails of the people. His pale coun- 
tenance, without difpute, denotes his Italian in- 
clinations ; and indeed he takes little pains to 
mortify his outward man by a life agreeable to 
his calling. “He pafles for a faint however here ; 
but for an abandoned fellow in the country he 
left. He is a trueimp of hell, and has acquired us 
more fouls than a dozen of our own emiflaries. 
He ‘had enriched a niece by his monopolies, 
whofe ‘husband, fince her death, enjoys with 
impunity the revenues of the church, 

And whofe is that fuperbequipage, which ad- 
vances this way? Certainly it muft be fome 
ambaflador, coming to obtain an audience of 
the prince ?— AsTAROTH, thou art a mere 
novice here, faid Unie: all that gaudy train 
is the trapping of a monk. Don Nicatse, 
who owns it, has found means, by favour of his 
habit, to overtop all the prime minifters of this - 
‘country. Born among the dregs of the people, 
he renounced, out of humility, a chimerical 
fucceffion, to catch one more real, as well as 
more confiderable, "The vows of —— 

an 
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and renunciation of . the world,. which he- 
- took atthe feet of altars, .were the means of 

luxury and ambition. He quitted for God.a 
‘vile and -contemptible condition, in order to 
embrace one of high diftin&tion.. A man mutt 
have a very. difinterefted virtue to take fucha 
ftep as this: Scarce was he richer than the Savi- 
our of mankind, having only a.cottage for his. 
habitation, and a: waiting-woman. for-his wife, 
But now, in a cloifter, he has {plendid-coaches, . 
magnificent palaces, .a: levee dike a prince,. and. 
ladies of the firft quality for his miftrefies, -W ith. 
them he devours the fubftance of an infinite 
number of unhappy farmers, whom he ee 
his predeceflors have reduced to beggary. As- 
MODEUS, I fee, is whifpering in his ear: ~let 
us hide ourfelves for fear of being known, 

But this great man, faid f,  feems uneafy and * 
melancholic : Whatrcan difturb a.perfon-of his 
diftinétion? —Ah, my dear Astaroth, he 
- has very good caufe, Yefterday a gentleman 
of the firft rank, both for birth and merit, dif- 
puted with him the precedence, and treated him 
with a little uncivil language, but fuch as his 
pride deferved. How could he byook fucli a’ 
heinous offence?) Asmop&Us'now prompts 
him to complain to the fovereign, and to-mor-' 
row he will put it in his head to commence a: 
law-fuit with the nobleman, to difpute with 
him an eftate that joins to the abbey lands ; 
and, tho’ the nobleman’s family has poffeffed it' 
— above. two hundred years, it willbe proved; as 
clear as the day, ‘that he has no manner of title’ 

‘ to 
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to,.it,, The fuit will Jaft twelve or fourteen 
years, and. A yleeieie having fpent half 
his. fortune, | Il pay, all cefts, and lofe his 
‘eftatey This will, 1 ne iffue of the quarrel _ 
that. now. begins 5 33 and, Imuf fay the gent eman 
well deferves it, “What!” a man of his rank 
not to give way, and to be wanting in refpeét 
to.the fon of a baker! Indeed,. his lordfhip is an 
impertinent coxcomb,,—- But let us conclude 
this dialogue, for it is time to go back to the 
city. — As foon as UrRIEL had prefented his 
petition, and the, prince had figned it without 
fragiriBe 3 we. _ returned: with, all Sat ae ‘to the 
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CHAP. V. 
ihe Sights which the Devi Hees 
y ‘seas ears aiteg we at the Court of ***, 


WHEN I came to ae palace I was Faniike. 
at liberty; 3 for my carnal habitation was 

not yet returtied.from Madam Lecue ROUS.. 
After having rambled from room to room, I 
‘fat my felf down: among the domeftics. Anim- 
“pertinent valet de chambre, lolling negligently 
“upon a couch, affumed the man of importance, 
and condeftended to talk with five or fix foot- 
“men, who ftood round him with abundance of 
‘fefpect.. . “He preached morality” toone; turned - 
‘another into ridicule ; ; “Called a third’ unmanner- 
vO! I5fY yy 
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ly dog,. for ‘being coveréd in Ris’ prefence, 
Learn my friend, fays he,” that when his excel- 
dency is not at home, I’ réprefent Nis’ perfon 's 
and it does not become a pimp Of a $kip-kennel 
to anfwer,me with his hat'on.~ Buta propos, 
Sirs; my maiter fays out lohg to-night? By hea. 
vens he ufes me ill. Ieis® paf$ One’o"clockian 
the morning, Does he think 1 will break’ my 
‘reft in this manner ? Faith, pertlemen, “hé'is 
‘deceived, he is miftaken in his man,’ Tam ‘none 
_of thofe vulgar valets de chdmbreé but’ as-goed ‘a 
man, tho’ I ‘fay it, ‘as\ my ‘mafter  himfeif. 
Then: addreffing himfelf to’ ‘a chambermaid, 
whom he wantonly ogled, My father, fays’he, 
was_the.beft. perriwig-maker in our village ; and 
who is his excellence pray? Without favour he 
had been inferior tome. ©! here he comes, 
and faith in a pretty pickle too ; I fancy he. 
wants fo fupper’:’ ‘his ‘miftrefs has not ufed:him 
fo ill to-day.) What a life is this for an ecclefi- 
aftic! What injuftice there is in the world! 
‘Well, fortune was fadly. miftaken ; fhe had 
better have raifed me to. his poft,. . 
» Next day the chambermaid, who had no ref- 
‘pest for bim, related all this to my landlord, 
I. prompted him, to turn away the fcoundrel, 
which was.accordingly done. My chap then 
lofes in an inflant all his French air, and runs 
-to the footman whom he had jinfulted the eyen- 
‘ing before. . My friend Fra morse, faid the - 
‘varlet in.a fubmiffive tone, .you know the defe- 
rence.and refpect Ihave for, your perfon. “My 
dear mafter loves you; oblige “me, and obtain 
G2 my 
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and the golden louis-arrived, it was refolved to 
join thefe papers to the reft; fo that the honeft 
man is now fure of victory. Tam ravifhed at 
the thought’; for he is an excellent chapman, 
who has always abundantly fupplied my neceffi- 
ties with money, Two fraudulent bankrupt- 
cies have put upon him a level with the beft 
men in the whole city. The villain that fues 
him never gave mea fous, and therefore his 
claim is ill-founded. He requires that honeft 
merchant to re-imburfe him twenty thoufand. 
florins, which he lent ‘him before ‘his fecond 
bankruptcy. Now this demand cannot but be 
unjuft, becaufe the other proves evidently that 
he has loft above a hundred thoufand florins, 
which he gave in wedlock with his daughter, 
who without that could not have married a 
petty lord of a parifh. What an unfair thing it 
would be to make him repay - fuch a debt ! My 
equitable mafter therefore*has taken ‘the noble re- 
folution to give him large damages, and all cofts 
of fuit: fo that, friend AST AROTH, you have 
abfolutely no occafion to be with him to-day. If 
you care then to accompany me, you fhall fee a 
pleafant conclave, in truth as grotefque an one as 
ever was feen in our kingdom. Twill give you an 
idea of thofe who compofe it, when once you 
have been a witnefS of their decifions. You will 
find yourfelf in a land of great knowledge. 
Yefterday you faw at court the two principal 
buttreffes of this fenfelefS Areopagus; I mean, 
the fubfticute and th: dire&tcr of his high’ 
nefs, “ae ERIE SSS 
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About-nine:o’clocky:the:fecretary Unie, 
for fear of ;fainting, ftowed in his paunch: five 
oro fix: large :flices: ofsham,.and two fwinging: 
bottlesof wine. oSomy good friend, faid dumer~ 
rilys:'youare not oyer-fober now for an ecclefia+: 
ftic,. Hisexcellence really ismuch more regular: 
than you. -He:has:taken;nothing this morning 
but:a.difh-of, chocolate, and) about: half a~par- 
tridge, with onefmall bottle of Tockay wine. 
Poor gentleman, [.pity him; it is almoft ten 
o’clock, and he has already been up at leaft an 
hour.>- He: never. dines: till half an -hourvafter 
twelve : judge then, I befeech you, the fobriety: 
of. this.good. man.: TT wolong hours, without ta-' 
king the leaft nourifhment! This is indeedcarrys. 
ing,his mortification.to a very great length. He 
makes amends for it, lown, inthe remaining part 
of the day. He.allows himéelf two bottles at din-' 
ner, four more:before fupper, and one ard an’ 
half after 5 which, to be fure is a gvanium fuff cit> 
for acorporation of thofe dimenfions : for 1 am) 
certain, that if what he eats and drinks in.one - 
day. could be: colle&ted together, it would make | 
' a body. confiderably larger than that which re- ° 
GOiveb ity wy. Ai yor . | 
_plnetroth, Ast AROTH; thou art a:merry 
Wagsyto preach up abftinence here. Know, my» 
friend, continues Un 1eL, that the corps which © 
I inhabit.is the. leaft \intemperate of all the 
courtly, fraternity. Poor devil, thou art little 
acquainted, I; perceive, with canons yet: but 
have. patience, and, thou fhalt: feemany other » 
excelles. in, this, country... .AsMODEUs, from 
“agit their, 
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their very birth,::accuftoms them® infenfi ly to - 
this kind of mortification, It is-by :this»that 
they; diftinguifh’ themfelves. from’ the common) 
burghers, «from whom: they could: not velfe’ be’ _ 
pofliblp:known.w They) wear the fame drefs,: 
exceptat» church ::"they have their wives, like’ 
your:matried men’ ; their concubines, like your 
petit maitres :: they cheat like thop-keepers, «are 
as covetous as ufurers, as treacherous as artifi- 
cers, without faith and without honour like the 
populace. | BB 
“Very good, faid I, \ this country. pleafes ‘me 
much 3 the people juft hit my tafte, and I fancy” 
_I thall tay:among them a long while: -but let 
us go'to the conclave ; it is almoft high time. 
With all) my heart, anfwered ‘Urre'L, and 
immediately mounts into his coach ; for! his in- 
dividual, «who was the fon of a journeyman 
blackfmith, and had:never in his youth enjoyed, 
one quarter of an hour’s pleafure, but fpent his: 
days in’ the moft laborious indigence; was now 
refolyed to make! himfelf amends. for his: paft 
fufferings, by all the ways that effeminacy,. and 
the moft refined luxury could di€tate. Ro 
Being arrived at the court-houfe, we went’ 
up together’ into along «gallery ‘crouded’ with. 
people. - Monks there were of all colours, eccle-’ 
fiattics of every age, women and girls, men and: 
boys'; and upon the vifage of each ‘might be 
feen certain fymptoms, which gave fome infight 
intotheir affairs. Here a troop’of: young bi-- 
gots, .with: the moft timorous!and humble air,*: 
uneafily waited for their examination, in hopes to” 
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be ‘admitted into orders: there a company of 
priefts, venerable for age and fandtity, ftood ac- 
cufed of praéhfing too much feverity. Here 
young men and maids, with a gay and wanton 
air, were eagerly ready to part with their money, | 
for leave to put themfelvés under the yoke of 
Hymewn: there fome of both fexes, more ad- 
vanced in years, were come to make complaints 
againft their refpe&t moieties, in order to obtain 
a divorce, or leave to fhut up the delinquent 
party in a cloifter. . 
At the fight of fecretary Urrex, they all 
approached with the utmoft fubmiffion to crave 
his proteétion ; while he fcarce deigned to 
vouchfafe them a look. —I was a little difgufted, 
I muft own, at the arrogance of this black- 
guard devil-fecretary. He paffed thro” the midft 
of the multitude with the haughty air of an Ar- 
TABAN, and without returning any falute. 
What ftupid wretches, faid] to myfelf, are thefe 
people! they all know the origin of this fellow, 
his extortions, his thefts, and his fcandalous life, 
and yet they fhew him fo much refpeé&t ! Well, 
it is certain that favour covers abuncance of 
filth, fince it iscapable to impofe in this manner. 
—But I met with many other fubjects of afto- 
nifhment, after I had been an hour in this dia 
bolical conclave. 7 : 
-'The young monks were the firft who advan- 
ced, An humble phyfiognomy, and a fervile 
outfide, conftituted all their merit ; for as to 
learning, they had little enough of that; one 
only excepted, He indeed had good natural parts, 
1S % and 
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few. years. longer, At, the fame time I Tae mo-. 
rally alluredas, at he knew more;already. Hae. 
the. profeil ; 
But aa comes a | good prictt, whole ; gray. 
hairs and venerable afpect .are indications, of his 
real virtue and, merits. A Vihathy fays, my. ‘Estee. 
tary, the parfon of St,Fiacre? Ab, my,,goo 
friend, you are avery odd. fort,..of. a man, 
I hear you had the. rafhnefs. to tefule. the Eafler 
communion, to,Mr Jourrry,.. becanfe._he.. 
keeps a concubine ‘under his wife’ s nofe,,... It be-. 
comes) you. much, Sir, ,to give yourtelf fuch 
airs.as.thefe,.. People report, too, that, you: read: 
the holy {criptures without permiftion 5 which.i is, 
forbid in this lg and which I now forbid 
you again. he curate. modeftly anfwered, _ 
Sits . Pai pofleffed my a ea eitte 
years, and my life has been irreproachable, during: 
that time.;. Heaven be thanked I have always. 
done my duty, like an honeft man, and.am, 
therefore extremely furprized at being, cited toy. 
come, here above ten leagues, .in, order to \be 
cenfured for having, excluded a)man) from the, 
communion, who is not only an adulterer, but, 
a. thief, ne HT Ra and, in a;word, a.villain: - 
of the, fi Art rate, 2 ye 4% wabnait y paige PKS NITES 
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You a are to ‘know, ony. friend, beplied the fe- 
‘cretary, that. it. is. fufficient that we look upon 
Mr JourrFuxv to be an honeft man. It does: 
not belong to fuch a doating old fellow as thou 
art.to\take liberties: contrary to our orders, The 
curate anfwered, I, am-aftonifhed that fuch a 
boy fhould pretend to teach: me my. duty, Who; 
pray, gave you authority to fpeak here? You 
are no member of the court: itis for other men 
than an upftart fecretary. to reprove me,- fuppo- 
fing. that I have offended againft my duty. . . 

Scarce had the: old man uttered thele words,: 
but a confufed murmur was heard thfo’ all the: 
aflembly,. . A-young fop of a\canon,-who pafled: 
for a gentleman, becaufe he had affumed | the: 
name of the Count de G****; this beardlefs, 
brat, I fay, who is entirely deftitute of common; 
~ fenfe, broke into a furious paffion againft-the, 
poor.curate, .and vomited out a thoufand im- 
pertinences.. After this fit of choler. was over; 

it was refolved, by- the general voice of, the: 
Areopagus, to fafpend the honeft parfon a whole. 
year from. all.the funétions of his office, and. 
confine him in .a feminary. . A very equitable, 
fentence, this, faid I to myfelf, and. worthy.-to, 
be writ.in letters of gold; AsMoDEUS him, 
felf could not have diGtated a better. Cardinal, 
Manaque fneered; the hypocritical capuchin 
hung down his. head’; while another great fan-. 
~tomof .a fecretary,' who for twenty years had. 
been. Studying. all the, crafty. fubterfuges of the 
Italians, dropped a few obliging expreffions to. 
comfort the poor curate; butas he was _— 

or 
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for a moft sega diffembler, fcaren would the 
old man vouchfafehim an‘anfwer: “I believe he 
had; very good reafon for what he did?) it isdan- 
gerous: to give: ear to men ef that ° Gh dont 
chara&er,’ 

~ See gentlemen, cries: itnys EU fiddenly (aff 
ing another: air) 'yonder ‘comes. Mifs Mia Now’ 
That big» «bellied maid wants to be married, and 
indeed itis/high time fhe was: The parfon of 
her parifh, apprehenfive of ‘fcandal, has defired” 
me by letter to do her the favour of difpenfing 
with all:the three times of asking. The man 
you know is my friend, andit is for his intereft 
that the affair be brought to a conclufion. ~ By 
all means, fays the Count de G****) and with a 
great deal of juftice in my opinion: What think 
you of it, gentlemen? All the’ reft remaining’ 
in profound filence, the girl had her Dufinets 
done for'a {mall matter. 

Conte in, Madam, fays the fecretary to ano- 
ther woman. ‘This is Mrs Larpron, ‘who: 
has been a widow three months already. Her 
gallant has Jain with her all that time; ‘for the 
poor woman cannot live without a little of. 
man, She'alfo wants a difpenfation, and pro. 
mifes'an hundred crowns to have her marriage 
kept fecret, becaufe fhe has entered into’ ¢on- 
traét with two others, who may’ impede” her. 
lawful intention, Has ‘the the hundred ‘crowns 
here ? fays the Count.” Yes, ‘my ‘Lord, ‘the 
- woman’ modeftly anfwers: Difpatch her aaa’ 
thes, wt our bleffed basi it is abi ga fomex 

“times” 
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0 eran t'favours, in violation of the efta- 


we ifs ee stain too, who comes next, “is 
Phi to be Married. “She wants to have one 
Ee de cae a with, And who, my'girl, 
fays Ba intended husband?” i 
is fuch an one, * my rd. ‘Hereupon the dif- 
penfator grew "fevere, and repeating the namé 
with contempt ; O child, belies muft publifh your 
third ban ; we grant no fuch kind of difpenfa- 
tions, — But, an wets the damfel, you never ré- 
fufe them to other people, — You are miftakeri, 
wench, we grant them only to whom we’ ‘think 
proper. But tell me now the truth, haft thoy : 
let the cat come at the cheefe before it had ve 
ceived the blefling? Haft thou been playing with’ 
that blockhead ? No, my Lord, fays Currs-. 
Tina very deliberately ; but with a 
young ecclefiaftic of your rélations, Out of e+ 
gard therefore to the blood, I hope you will fa- 
vour the with that little indulgence.  Oyes, 
coufin,. if it be fo, 1 to be fure the affair fhall be 
difpatched. 

Cone i in Meffieurs Cornu and CUR HE: ; 
what is your pleafure? Mr Cornu {poke 
firft, demanding a divorce, and that his wife 
fhould be fhut up in a nunne For what rea- 
fon, Sir, fays the Count. ly Lord, becaufe 
my wife is run away with the brother Mendi- 
cant of the Cordeliers: they have lived toes- 
ther this month, and the wicked woman has 
robbed me of all my money. The thing cannot 
be done Mr Cornu; that friar isa very good 

man, 
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man, and without.doubt has taken, her es 
only to correéther. But, my good Lord, th 
have been feen im bed. together. You are oR 
impofter, firrah,. replied the Count, and fcan- 
dalize a. member of the holy religion +, one, 
Well, Mr Cozous, now for your but ef. I 
have the. fame complaints to make concerning 
my wife; only her gallant is a lay young fel- 
low.in our neighbourhood, _ O the vile aétion! 
cries our impartial judge, to ufe an honeft man 
at this rate... Let. him not only have a divorce, 
but.an entire diffolution of the marriage, and 
fhut.up.the adulterefs.all the days of her life. 

Yonder are, Madam Iasquenine and 
Madam PergLis 3 what would they have ?- 
To. cloifter our husbands !_ they bawled out like 
a. couple of « demoniacks, ‘The villains have ufed 
us ill, becaufe we were caught in bed with two 
canons,.; Difpatch the orders immediately, fays 
the Count, and fee them. well fecured. This 
ended tthe feffion, . 

Well, what doft think now, AstTARoT Hy 
of this famous conclave? Think, fays I, why 
that .thefe wretches. are lefs honett, and more 
corrupt than we... Hell itfelf weal never have 
thought .of pronouncing fuch iniquitous and 
partial judgments.. Innocent poor devil! cries 
out my comerade, all this is but a mere trifle. 
Thou haft feen nothing yet, in comparifon of 
what they fometimes do... The other day, for 
example, a moft amiable, young lady, defirous 
to. marry a worthy gentleman whom fhe loved, 
soa never obtain her requeft, ‘becaule the bad 

H ~ Fefufes 
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refufed her favours’ tothe: parfor’ of her parifh, 

who is an open profligate, They evenproceed- 
td to invent fo many calumnies againft het lo- 
ver, that He! was’ ob iged' to quit the coutitry. 

But he willbe feverely revenged ‘on 'thein;” and 
is at this time almoft ready to’make them féel 
that exemplary punifhment, ‘which their horrid 
villainy fo well deferves.’° /» 

Let us ie thefe wretches then, dear Urret, 
ried I with fome emotion.’ As much a’ devil 
us I am, it is impoffible for me to hear thefe 
abominations without being enraged againft fuch 
abandoned monfters. Bat give me fome ‘idea 
of thefé ‘unjuit judges ; for T imagine theit'man- 
hers muft be’ yet more perverfe than their jude 
sents. \'Thou are much in the’ right, fays he. 

The two firft you already know. ‘As to the 
Count, he is a pert little coxcomb, immerfed 
in the moftfeandalous debaucheries. '' He keeps 
a brace of whores at a time, who fo drain 
his finances, that he is every where in debt, and 
pays nobody. The gigantic pedant, who ex: 
amined and rejected the young monk,’ “is the 
moft conceited animal of the age he lives in. 

_ He believes his own noddle includes all the fci- 
ence of the univerfe. Obftinate and pofitive as 
a mule, he is’ mortally hated ‘by all mankind 5 
and at the fame time that, thro’ an excefsof amr 
bition, he has ruined himfelf to ufurp a dig: 
nity, and fupplant the lawful proprietor, the 
chief honour he has obtained 4 is to become fright- 


fully Fidiculous, 
His: 
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© His collegue, is. what we, call.a, good) compa- - 
nion, one-who, loves his. bottle, more than, his 
bible..; -His.cuby pimpled face gives a perfectidea 
of his, dife.and,manners,,.. ‘The fwaggering little 
blade, with an effeminate! face,) who fat at the 
end of, the jtable, is,the fultan. of a numerous 
feraglio, ,of which he, is, anable.to do. half, the 
drudgery. The: liquorifh. young pullets, under 
fuch. any impotent director, » lie and languifh 
with defire.; and: now and then, fome..of them 
take their flight, from the nunnery, to feek their 
fortune elfewheress oe isd $3) idsive sholteaimeds 
As,the next day. wasia folemn feftival, I could 
not .be .excufed .from,the duties : of .my. office. 
Befides, it was pay-day, and it is not cuftomary 
to be. abfent..on, fuch occafions, Every canon 
fcores, thofe. days. down, the margin of, his al- 
manack, which he,turns over.fix or feven times 
‘a week,, inftead.of a breviary,),to,get them. all 
by-heatt. odv sitiy § YR Soiddye’ Yo Uses id » 
. .When I.came.into the.church,. J,was charmed. 
with the modefty of all the, ecclefiafticks, and 
the fimplicity.of their drefs... Form to. yourfelf 
the idea of .a company of; odd, mimicks, whofe 
attitude and geftures would force.a laugh even 
from the, originals. they affected. to,copy, , Some 
negligently lolled in their, feats,,.. with one knee 
crofs the;other, lifting up the leg in.a horizontal 
line, in order to.fhew the fine, clock. of a pair of 
filk hofe,., or the neat ftitches. of a long-quarter- 
ed pump... ,Or leaning on. one elbow, with fnuff-. 
box in handy they were feen to leer at certain, 
young coquets, who, eharmed at being taken 
gars H 2 notice 
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- fein them: out with ae foes ‘who threw 
“out amorous glances. on fome of the fraternity. 
” Others again Were every moment patting down 
‘their periwigs, and brufhing their cravats all be- 
era with Spanith fnuff, in “order to whif. 
‘per fome ftupid thing in the ear of a pretty wo- 
“man who fat near them. In a word, not one 
was.employed in devotion; the performance of 
“that they left to their underling curates, who 
"received pay only that their lords might be at li- 
“berty to play the fool. 

My tabernacle, not quite fo foppifh as the 
eft, was in more ferious cogitation. But in- 
“ftead of meditating on the my fteries of religion, 
"he was confulting who fhould pay fora fine toi- 
“tette, of 2000 livres price; which he had pre- 
-fented to his miftrefs. He met with: a man in 
“the “afternoon; who was very ready to take the 
ethaige on himfelf, 

“Flere I broke i upon my Devir Hermtr. 
* Bat Lord Astarotu, faid I, How did you 
awe to avoid the holy water? Did not your ex- 

“eellence’run a very great hazard, and expo‘ 

‘yourfelf to the: neceffity of ufing what you fo 

much fear? dear Sir; do -you ‘think 

4 > mpiclenitic ity serinfelves with fuch trifles i ? 
‘ SUS“ hey 
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“ner as a foldier enters the trenches, and feldom 

think of the holy water-pot. Scarce are their 

heads within the door, but their, eyes wander 

all over the place, and’ their wanton glances 

are darted to every corner, that they may 

réach thofe of their miftreffes. If they perceive 

“a _well-drefled woman, they move that way on 

purpofe to ftare her in the face; which they do 

-with fo much impudence, that they put to the 

._ blufh even the moft arrant coquet.. If they per- 

__Seive her to be handfome, they, ‘mamediately 

offer the fnufF box, and endeavour to fcrape ac- 

~gluaintance with her 3 fee Sa 

~ After rvice we returned home, and found 

ouf dinner prepared. It was high time, indeed, 

to take fome refrefhment, . having been fo fati- 

_, gued at church ; and accordingly. my: outward 

"man indulged itfelf at table. But as the cook 

was abfent, the poor temperate chancellor, was 

very:indifferently ferved, and obliged to put, up 

up witha ftrong gravy. foop, and two. pretty 

favoury courfes. _Inftead of bisk he had no- 

_ thing but a fine Bruges capon, .garnifhed...with 

“fix {nipes. “He had no appetite that day, and 

therefore could -not. eat above two .thirds of 
_.what was. brought before him; but, the frugal 

__feait wasa little made up with a delicate deflert, 

and a good quantity of wine. After his.two- 
bottles of Burgundy, he {wallowed a third. of, 


the beft Chamraign. ... 


Having well v:ctualled his camp, he .thought 


of taking a two hours fleep, and then ‘waiting 
* upon 
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upon Madam” Leet EROUS, inorder tonpafs: 
away the time till midnight) ‘but this once: my" 
good '‘charicellor reékoned without his hoft 5) he! 
had no‘afterhoon’s’ nap; and was very ill on thé 
occafion:" > Ur’ TEL, who faw his’ uneafine(s! - 
concerning | 'the® price “of ‘the toilette; brougist; 
-hith in the news’ of a ‘chapman.. This perfons 
having learned ‘that a canonicate/ might» poffibly 
be vacarit ‘in two’ or three days,:‘came'to. offer 
him’ 26,000 florins, to. procure - it for his fon. 
‘The lad, fays he; ‘my: Lord, ‘istone of. the:moft 
wicked: young rogues that ever lived,» Wine 
arid women are all his delight’ ycand, tho’ not 
above fixtcen, he has already halfa dozen -mif- 
trefles, “to whom ‘he has’ given’ above 6000 
florins that‘he robbed me of,’ He is withal very 
lazy ; and, in a word, fit for a canon and nos 
thing elfe, » Your excellence may depend ‘upon 
whatl fay, and that he has all thefe ee 
tions, 

‘Mr? Naty owas -anfwers ‘hie ptiasicalias 
Tam your friend, and you know’I have for- 
merly ferved you. But are you | an honeft 
man? may I be fure of the 10,000 florins ? 
My Lord, they are ready, and here is a bill in 
proper form for the whole fum. Very juft, 
replies his excellence, Well, I. will go dire@ly 
to'the Prince, “and fecure the prebend for your 
fon. “Take care that the fick man dies but 
within this month, and young Mr VaAtLLAN v 
fhall certainly facceed him. 

‘lam now once more at’ court,where my geuli 
tabernacle of fcfh fets forth his requeft, ..Scarce 

"had 


ogy : 
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poflefior into-the other:world 5. and:1 teok that, 
part}ion anjfelf, -and, difpatehed, it, with . great 
expedition: « But before I. inform. you of the’ 
ftratagem: I made ufe of,!-Imuft fay a word. or 
two. more concerning the court we are now.in,’ 
His: bighnefs was at. that time engaged ina 
party’ of quadrille, »with» three diftinguifhed, - 
men of:-his, court,/o The: -firft. that ftruck my. 
imagination wasa fat-droll- with around face, 
whofe good. cafe denoted ‘him. to, be :a candn,+ 
His, foppifh. airs! would: have impofed.on any 
other butme, to conceive. a great idea of his 
power.) But he {melt fo ftrong at. the fame time 
of srhubard® and ‘drugs, that it was eafy to-de~- 
te& him bythe nofe. This little country apo-+ 
thecary .had-found.the means: of rifing to’ the 
~ dignity of ‘page to the prince; and-it was the 
cuftom of this fovereign ‘to advance all his fer. 
vants to the canonicate,, in order to faye wages 5 
fo that Jaqueys, cooks, ‘and turnfpits, with him 
wore the furred: amefs:., This; fellow lived in 
the'utmoft intimacy with his mafter 3. drank ‘fa- 
miliarly to his health ; took upon him the man 
of importance ;- and fometimes thought/himfelf 
worthy. of the-title of excellence: He had rea- 
fon indeed to fet much value-on himfelf, becaufé 
the prince loved him, which was.an effe@ of Jhis | 
good tafte,.. He» repeated: to : him }.an'- infinite 
SS a number 
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heart, and was efiabled’to thine by mete dint of 
: ‘memory. © The chapter he*had intruded into was ) 
‘in-having fuch a member; who knew per- — 
‘fedtly well how; by frequent dlyfters, to ‘eva 
“euate ‘the-tiches of the’ chirch.’ © 
’ The fecond:'was *a “little: meager man, th. 
2 ete’ ‘to be fwelled with infupportable arro- 
‘ogance. It was credibly teported, ‘that he had 
--eontraéted thefe two qualities of his wife, while 
the good woman was equally flupid ‘and midifcu- 
Aine. In fpite of nature and his fats, he was deter- 
mined'to pafSfor a man’ of wit; and‘as his dig- 
“nity of ‘burgomafter’ railed him’ a lictle above 
‘the rank of acommon merchant, he thought 
to put himfelf upon a level with men of quality. 
He was chief indeed of about a fcore burghers, 
. men’who were fitter to make grooms than ma- 
ogiftrates, This little fellow was tich, covetous, 
“and prefumptuotis: Becatife he knew the’ two firft 
fules of arithmetic, he would take upon himfelf to 
-(pustle the greateft mathematicians. ‘The canon 
apothecary turned ‘him to ridicule, and our 
--witty citizen fwallowed “all the ironical pills 
with a clownifh grin, ‘crying out from time, to 
-‘time, O, Sir} you flatter mé too much. He 
“Jived ina pretty fort of a houfe, almoft over a- 
ainft the main who made the fourth of this eit 
out this ‘houfe was not large enough to fa 
“the vanity of his wife, who was the greateft den 
« yil of a woman in the. whole city 5 ‘which is gi- 
ving her 3 a Aig! 3 caiyleat charaéter, when we - 
“obferve. 
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..obferve.that-the women of. this, sonntesctacpe’ 
: even the men in, debaucheries. bas 
_... The laf is a man, of..wit,. ‘Tatuable, fe ee 
_veral. good qualities... His: father.,was, a coach- 
_man, andthe fon, is. now one. of’the sicheft 
‘nobleman in ‘the-counts yi. He-owns-feveral,¢a- 
ftles and lordthips,|.and.among,,othersj”a fine 
fertile eftate about two. leagues’ from. the. palace 
of the fovereign, which:makes him the. lord_of 
feveral noble fiefs. He holds a court.of juftice, 
one of the moft magnificent, in the fovereignty. 
Tho’ the father had no. higher title than Mafter 
James, the fon is faluted Baron de #***, 
Here the harlequin capuchin, otherwife called 
the ape of the court, enters without ceremony. 
No fooner did this original appear, but the 
three dependants inftantly rife ; not out, reffe& 
to the man, but complaifance to thefoyereign. 
Our buffoon laughs in their face, and runs 6n.to 
the prince .to ask him for a. pinch,.of, fnuff. 
Well, fays his highnefs to; this-oddity,of a man, 
what news is there ftirring ?. The dirty devil an- 
{wers laconically, Nothing : L. come to ask your 
highneis a {mall favour. “Phere isa monk be- 
low, who. promifed. me. fix pouuds of -fnuff. - 
His fuperiors have. banifhed pir tova kindof fo- 
litude, on account. of chis. bufy., ‘temper, which 
fpreads. diflenfion: wherever he comes, .-His namie 
is Father) Bache and he begs, to’be, pesmitted-to 
live in the’city. have beard great .compiaints 
of that man, fays.the prince, and know-him»to 
_be a_ mere. Jibertine.,. He. traverfes .the, icityiyall 
fay, Jong,” on. purpofe to fpunge on the. inhabi- 
tants ; 
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tants ;. in fhort, he is.a NEE parafites, rand, I can: 
do ‘Hothing. for hi him.. Aby. Sir, ..but, my, fix 
pig of {nuff} ‘Theses in, the right, my, boys 
ess his highnefs : mi had. quite... forgot), that,, 

_ Write'a “ete then. from. me £0, his fuperiogs,) 
that I will have “hima, continue .in. my) capital,. 
Cit runs the mimick striumphantly;, making; five. 
or fix Capers 5 5 and no, fooner was he. gone, but 
the’ prince’ cried out in. Tapture, What, an ami- 
‘able’ fellow is. that! My folitude.. would, be in- 
fupportable without his company ;. and therefore 
I can deny'him nothing, 

‘His excellence, my hoft, being returned to 
the city, fent for the menchniite to, inform. him 
that his fon fhould be a canon. But you.feem. 
concerned, fays he, Mr VarLLanT3 what 


$s the aiite of that forrowful countenance.?. The 


caufe, my lord, is very rational ; the fick man 
is liké'to recover, and feems not. “ready to leave. 
his prébend fo foon as was expected. _ Patience, 
good friend, fays my tabernacle; Jeave.,the 
matter to us, and all fhall go well. Here, 
in order to fecure | to him the 10,000, florins that 
“hé fo panted after, I infpired him, with. the. fol. 
Jowing fuccefsful fttratagem, ' 
‘Our poor languifhing canon, tho’ but. Gam. 
_yeats of age, was exccedingly worn; thanks to., 
three young governelles, whom he had kept fuc- 
vceflively, A. fon and a daughter, who, owed. 
their vie” to the two firft of thefe, hada long 
time waited with i impatience for the inheritance 
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followed ‘their fleps ‘With’ the utioft exaétnels, 
and thé’ daughter was at that time the miftrefs 
of our'young canon expectant. . I improved the. 
accefs fhe’ had to the good old man, and ordered 
UR te to whifper in her ear’ that fhe ought, to, 
get rid of him as foon as ‘poffible,  becaufe he had, 
formed a defign' to alter his will. The poor 
gitl, very open to our infpirations,. gave ‘him a. 
{trong foup, which in twenty four hours. fent 
him to officiate upon the banks of Styx ; fo that 
the-citizen’s fon was put in pofleflion, and we 
cleared nine thoufand florins by the bargain. 
The daughter of the deceafed entered very, 
readily” into the fervice of the new canon>. 
but the inconftancy of her lover, and his fcan- 
dalous life; obliged her foon after to‘ feek her 
fortune elfewhere. ae 
Already had’ I tafted, for near four month 
the’ *fweetnefs of a life extremely voluptuous, - 
among the perfons of firft quality of this. 
country. I cannot fay but I was very well” 
fatisfied with what I had enjoyed, and began to. 
defite, by way of variety, a little recreation.in ; 
the female cloifter, to which I inftantly took my 
flight, FaGErL, who made this place his ufual 
refidence, did not‘dete& me. I faw, in thefe holy. 
retreats, the'moft charming adventufes in the 
univerfe,’ and often “pafled a full half day in 
the parlour without being weary. Often 1 en- 
joyéd the whole world in epitome, and there . 
was no ehd’ of receiving vifits. Delicate colla-._ 
ticns were here ferved up, to lovers: who paid . 
handfomely ‘for them : there ‘amorous addrefies 
sea were 
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were made to the young and handiome fifters, 
who were enraged that thofe who made them 
did not proceed to action. Some exclaimed 
againft certain indecencies, and feemed to be 
mighty angry at what was offered, when at the 
fame time they were making it all extremely fa- 
miliar. Meflengers were ringing every mo- 
ment, to deliver in their billet-doux: and. the 
old procurefies came loaded with baskets of {weet- 
meats, bottles of wine, and other delicacies, to 
pleafe the voluptuotis palates of the generous and 
good natured fifters. A {mall chaplet, ‘or an 
agnus, was the whole return for all*thefe obli- 
ging prefents, which were more agreeable to the 

fair prifoners than even money itfelf, 
~. ‘Fhe converfation of the old nuns was fprink- 
led with malicious fatire. "They were all better 
newfmongers than the Dutch gazetteers, or the 
writer of the Hague ‘ietters in the Daily-adver- 
tifer. Thofe that were-moft referved had al- 
‘ways fome piece of fcandalous hiftory ; and every 
day furnifhed them with a new topic. -I was 
_very attentive to adtory, which the mother ab- 
befs of one of thefe nunneries related to an old 
ecclefiaftic, who had been formerly her gallant. 
_ As they were both then turned of their thirteenth 
- Juftre, they made the follies of their neighbours 
a fort of allevation for their own impotence ; 
and, incapable of finning themfelves, they fhew- 
ed no mercy to them who had yet ability. 
Thefe holy fouls, without queftion, were per- 
fuaded, that by thus aggravating the fact of 
ethers, they fhould ftifle the reproaches of their 
own 
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own confciences. — As the hiftory that this lady 
related, and to*which the. charitable prieft, be+ 
tween whiles, added a little falt of -his own, is 
fuffciently amufing, I fhall give you: the parti- 
culars of it with greatfincerity.. -... 

dA Sg es i 2 iinet aay pete abut rah 
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The unfortunate Lovers.: or, The Hiftory of 
Don BERNARD Gnd Madam Ursvuwa; 


A Gentleman of diftin@ion, but the younpes: 


brother of a numerous family, having by 
chance got acquainted with a’ very amiable 
young lady, the heirefs of a confiderable for- 
tune, fuffered himfelf to be carried away by the 
movements of his heart, in full perfuafion that 
his relations would be charmed that he could fo 
well fupply the defect of his own patrimony. 
The chevalier, who was a man of merit, and 
very handfome, eafily got the good graces of the 


lady. Their hearts, mutually inclined, * : 


found the means to lay themfelves open, and that 
explication was followed by an inviolable pro= 
mife of eternal love. é Fe 

The gentleman’s father, who piqued himfelf 
much on his antiquated- deeds, being informed 


of the gallantry of hisfon, took anopportunity — 


to acdrefs him with'an-air of authority. Iam 
informed, faid:he ina. furly manner, ‘that you 
are in love with Mifs Sop 8 raw “But my dear 

s ia Sir, 


“é. 
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Sir, pray what:do-you think to'do with her? Do 

ou imagine that a man of ,my quality will con- 
fent to fuch a defpicable alliance ?. Is the daughter 
of a banker worthy to. be admitted into my. fa- 
mily? L.command. you, to Jeave her;, young 
gentleman, jor you, smay expect to feel, all the 
weight of my, juft indignation for your obfti- 
_ macy, Never think to dazzle my eyes with her 
riches: they are no temptation to me, and to . 
prevent their feducing you, I order you to get 
ready within two days, to. go to your brother’s 
regiment. 

The young, gallant falls on his knees at his 
father’s feet, and implores. his .mercy. with all 
the tender language of -a defpairing lover... His 
fighs, his. tears iflue in abundance, to make the 
old gentleman fenfible of his violent pafiién. 

But his humility, his grief, his defpair, were 

equally ufelefs, Far from  foftening this inexo- 

rable parent, it only made him more vehement, 

and drove him to the utmoft extremity. of -rage, 
till at laft he even threatened the life of his fon. 

Our ftedfaft lover, grown mad at fuch treatment, 

fled to his miftrefs, and related to her all the 

ge of this converfation with his father. 

air SopuHt1a_ was. fhocked at the unexpected 

. ftorm, and felt all that could be defired from 
the moft fincere lover, . She advifed him to re- 
tire to the houfe of his nurfe, to avoid a father’s 
refentment ; promifing to fend him thither all 
he fhould want; . which fhe accordingly ‘did 
with infinite pleafure. 
Tho’ — 
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Tho’ the banker ‘was ignorant’ of “his*daugh- 
ter’s inclinations, ‘yet as he was'a man of good 
penetration, he took notice of ‘her melancholy, 
and required to know the reafon of it?" Mi& was 
péerfuaded’ that her father loved her fondly; and 
therefore ingenuoufly owned her paffion, ‘together 
with the rife of ‘it, and the obftacles that’oppofed 
her happinefs : fhe only concealed’ the retreat of 
her lover; whom fhe faw every day. Her fre- 
quent vifitshad but augmented her flames, fo that 

all the prudent advice of her father was of no ef- 
~ fe&t : neither his-menaces nor his pice were 
fufficient to conquer: her paffion, 3 

It is hard’for two lovers, defperately fond, to 
keep within the bounds of decency. Whenever 
opportunity is at hand, Cupip: ufually hides 
himfelf-under clouds, in order to’ palliate what 
is due to honour. SoPHIA was too complai- 
fant, and could not long refift the eager warmth ' 
of her tender adorer. At lat they facrificed to 
* the Cytherean goddefs ; and it became requifite 
to find means for fecuring their mutual pofief- 
fion. Not many months paffed before fome 
-f{ymptoms appeared, which prediéted a tempo- 

rary illnefs. The beautiful Sopu1a perfigy'cd 
her lover to fly into fome foreign country, that 
they might put themfelves under the yoke of H y- 
MEN :.and as fhe well knew where the wealth 
of her father lay, fhe took five or fix bags of 
~ gold, and eloped from her paternal houfe. 
‘The banker foon perceived the dimunition of 
his money, and had no fufpicion of any other 
thief than his ce whofe conduct, for fome 
i days 
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daysbefore, had give room for, jealoufy. He 
‘purfued “her clofely, ahd caught the amorous 
‘couple in a fmall village not a great way diftant. 
“At the fight of the old gentleman our fpark 
made his efcape, and carried off the pieces: and 
the ‘banker! condu@ted’ back “his daughter, and 
fhut her up ina nunnery. On the other hand, 
the young gentleman’s father, having heard of 
this adventure, made fuch enquiry after his fon, 
that, by means of his treachtrous direCtor, he 
foon got him into his hands. ‘This inhuman 
father, after having cruelly abufed‘him, had his 
fon confined in a houfe of corre€tion, where he 
lauguifhed a full’year in. the moft deplorable 
condition. At daft, finding means to efcape, 
- “he took refuge at the houfe of an honeft prieft, 
with whem he trufted all his money, and who, 
for only fifty louis reward, gave him a faithful 
account of it, and officioufly found out the nun- 
nery.in which the fair SopuH1a_ was cloiftered. 
The nuns in that country are the moft tra- 
€able thingson earth, and extremely compaffio- 
nite to the weakneffes of young people. This 
is tndeed the only charity they literally practife ; 
_ nogedo they this but after fuitable prefents, with- 
“OME which their hearts are as hard asa rock. 
As our lover had ftill a good round fum, he dif- 
penfed it with great prodigality; and the covetous 
nuns readily opened their eyes at the appearance 
ef gold. ‘They not only admitted him to inter- 
views with his miftrefs, but even fuffered her to 
retire with him in a hall adjoining to the par~ 
Icur, As that is a place facred to fcenes of this 
| s oy ae eee 
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nature, none but the moft generous perfons are 
admitted into it. Sopsia had been cured of 
her former cholic, by a crifis that is common 
to fuch fort_of-difeafes ; and fhe no longer re- 
‘membered the many ills it had expofed her to, 
‘nor the folemn oaths which her pains had ex- 
‘torted from her. She ventured afrefh to face 
all the dangers of the fame woful diftemper, 
and was determined to undergo a fecond eclipfe. 
one was more lucky however than to fall into 

no obftacle oppofed their defigns, and the | 
oe Jovers were lawfully married in the country 
they fied to. A few months after the flock be- 
gan to decay, and meagre want, with her rueful 
“countenance, began to appear : in a word, ex- 
treme neceflity obliged them to return to the 
place of their nativity, Sopura implored the 
clemency of her father ; and the good man, 
gverjoyed to fee her, forgave all that was patt. 
The gentleman’s father was dead with rage and 
‘indignation, His fon’s marriage had caufed 
fuch a cruel diforder in his mind, that he uttered. 
-againft him a thoufand maledidtions at the very 
time of giving up: the ghoft.. 

No fooner was that learned Ar EoPAG Us, 
of which I have before given you fome faint 
idea, informed of -the arrival of our young, 
couple, but they difannulled their marriage, 
and thundered againft them the fentence of ex- 
communication. —Infenfibly the banker perfua- 
ded his daughter into an indifferency for her 
‘husband, and made a mere fantom of her mar- 
Tiage, which at beft he infinuated was very: 
: I 2 fcandalous.. 
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feanddlouss: Sopatsa,.either thro’. her own 
ficklenefs, or ‘out of complaifance to her father. 
would have nothing more to fay to the Cheva- 
dier.; «who, half mad at. the inconftancy of ‘his 
wife, retired into a monaftery. As madam 
had been ufed to the: comforts: of matrimony, - 
fhe could not long»do:-without them, anda 
fprightly young canon found. the means to be- 
come mafter of her heart... Men of this kind 
come at once to the point,. and have very little 
regard to a woman’s reputation; and he we.are 
fpeaking of was fo very indifcreet, as to makea 
‘parade of his gallantry, fo that their intrigues 
ibecame publicklysknown. 
The difcarded young, husband, who had taken 
the vows; and aflumed the name of Dom 
BERNARD, was ready to die with grief when 
he heard of the condu@of his wife, whom he 
svery tenderly loved. He refolved on a terrible 
wzeyenge, and having obtained from his fupe- 
iors the liberty of a few days abfence, he tranf— 
fc nme. himfelf intoafootman,and found means to 
getinto the ferviceof the canon, who had no ac- 
quaintance with him. It is even faid, that per- 
fons of . virtue and reputation affifted him in pro- 
--guring this place, which he held three days 
without: being able to effe& his defigns. The 
fourth: day. he learned that his faithlefs SopH1a 
was'to wait uponthe canon. He took his op- 
portunity, and hid himfelf in a place proper to 
furprize them. At the fight of his wife’s infi- 
delity,. rage took, poffeffion of his heart. He 
had arms at hand, with which like esas 
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he rufhed ‘on'the-canon, and with tworplunges 
of a poinard left him dead on .the place: So- 
PHYA’ falling.into a fit, Dom bernard 
went) out, and returned to his ner eed sig 
all the:calimne{s imaginable: « 

Madam:Sor Hiay: being recovered, was care 
ried to her own:habitations A few | reflexions. , 
difcovered-to her, in the murderer of her lover, 
her injured husband, whom fhe now refolved ‘to 
imitate. Ina fhort time dhe entered into a cloift- 
er of the fame order with Dom BERNARD, for. 
whom her paffion began to revive. After fuch 
a conduét.as fhe had been guilty of, the imagined 
it impoffible ever to meet with a pardon; and 
therefore refolved to follow him into his retreat, 
that at leaft fhe might give him no further uneafi- 

onefs)s Ursu@a was the name the aflumed, in 
the room of SoPHTA. 
Avyear after pronouncing pee laft vows, fhe 
was obliged, for the fake of health; to go and 
take the air. She: chofe for thatpurpofe the houfe 
of a neighbouring gentleman her friend, whom 
Dom Berwarp knew to be a man of great: 
- virtue. . Hearing that his dear Sopm1a was. 
_ there, he went to pay her a vifit.” His heart 
leaped at the fight of her, and he could not 
withftand his violent inclination to come toa 
clofer conference -In a word, they mutually: 
opened their minds, and came to a.reconcilia-. 
tion. Forgetting all that was paficd, " they ré- 
folved to live once more together 5. and with. 

that mE mre ‘of onene to. et iene 
‘tive: 
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tive monafteries, they made their efcape within 
a fortnight into Holland. ej 
The old governefs, who related this hiftory, 
fpoke of the lady with great indignation, and 
-. treated her as an infamous libertine ; but the 
good woman had forgot her own youth, when 
fhe entertained four lovers at a time, and was 
not cruel to either of them: Her condu¢t cer- 
tainly was more worthy of cenfure than that 
cof our married’ couple, whofe religious vows 
were abfolutely void in themfelves, and whofe . 
conjugal obligation ftill fubfifted, in fpite of-the 
ignorance of thofe who had fet it afide. But 
this wife fynod: makes no feruple of treading un- 
der foot all the laws, both human and divine, 
—I will take another opportunity to relate the 
conclufion of this hiftory: for our unhappy 
pair, after all that has paffed, are ftill threatened 
witha tragical cataftrophe. ” 
Searce were four months gone over ott 
heads, before UR1E 1, the moft rafcally of alf 
the fubaltern devils, was terribly threatened by 
-Asmopevws for having revealed the fecret of 
the canon’s death ; .when, to clear himfelf, he 
_ threw the blame of that difcovery on me. 
~-What, fays Asmopeus, is that poor dog 
among us? Is it he that takes the liberty to in- 
termeddle in my ‘affairs P It is true indeed that 
I have been abfent from the body of his excels 
lence, being fully fatisfied that he would make 
good ufe of my advice, and thatthou Fracertn. 
wouldft fupply my place on occafion ; but this 
fcoundrel valet de chambre of his luciferian: 
os BIER OGGO maijefty,, 
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majefty, fhall he have,the temerity to,come into 
a country that is entirely devoted.to me? I 
fhall make him remember this, ‘with a ven- 


geance to him! He then began with his incan-. 
tations, and fummoned me to appear. I found | 
he was in earneft, and. that,it would be but a. 
word and a blow: _ therefore I made ufe of my. 


cunning, which indeed I had plenty of, and 
got off with all expedition. My next recep- 
tacle was the body of a Duana, into which J 
retired without being feen. 





oO HA Poovik 


Aftaroth avenges the Knight for the Cruel- 
: ties of his Miftre/s.’ 


UT, my.dear Devit Hermit, cried 
AJ I, with fome emotion, methinks you may 


now very well interrupt the thread of your: 


narration, in order to ferve me according to 


your promife. “Here have you amufed. me,; 


from day to day, with your diabolical conver- 
fation; and.never once feem to have thought 
of my inhuman fair, whom you promifed to 
make flexible. Can you not rely on my. word 
then? faid AsTAROTH. in a furly tone. I 


beg of you, Sir, to inform yourfelf better con-. 


cerning us devils, and not meafureour probity 


by that of mankind, Be aflured friend that I. 
think of you, and. wait only, for a favourable 
_ Opportunity | 


/ 


cea ee i ee es 
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opportunity todo what‘] have promifed. I ex- 
pectithe fair creature to come out of ‘the city. 
- He then went‘on'in a fofter tone: The time of 
your felicity ’is at hand;\ your charmer is juft 
now fet out: in° company with her Duana, 
for her:country=feat!' Let us tran{port ourfelves 
into'her apartment, and you fhall fee what I am 

able todo,» Scess 

But) fhe will know me, fays I, as foon as I 
enter, » Not in the leaft, anfwered my faithful 
AsTAROTH: you fhall enjoy the privilege of 
invifibility, which is in my power to confer. 
No fooner fhall I whifper in her ear, but your 
affair will be in a good forwardnefs. You fhall 
~amake yourfelf vifible in the evening, under a 


. 
—— 
—— 


dow lattice that is in the court-yard, and there 


have an opportunity ‘of holding fuch converfa- 
tion with her as I hall fuggeft on this_occafion. 
‘The fair will foon capitulate, and you may 
marry her; which indeed is the only thing I 
can do for your worfhip, Nothing but Hy- 
»MEN can make you happy, fuppofing you will 
never be fufceptible of jealoufy; — for indeed, 


Madam will not always be fo ferupulous as fhe . 


is at prefent, 
» Your humble fervant, Mr Devr1i, faid T: 
you are going to do mea great piece of fervice 
_dndeed; by-what I perceive. Does all your de- 
» vilfhip’s skill then confift in the planting of horns 
om my poor’ head? Well, this makes it evi- 
dent that all the devils are impoftors and cheats, 
and that their greateft performances are mere 
- Juggling. Patience, Sir, patience, my era Te- 
ie plies « 
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plies: dear me, you; are-fo hafty,:)When I 
propofe marriage to you, J mean the! marriage 
of.a French petit maitre, that is, only a trick 
to impofe on the young creature’s confeience, 
T will place your friend, the Father Queftor, 
juft in your way this.evening, and he fhall give 
you a fhort benediction. Are you frightened 
at the name of a blefling man? This monk is 
no prieft: confequently your | marriage’ will 
not be legitimate ; and when you grow weary 
of your bargain, I will inform you how to get 
rid of it, Make yourfelf eafy then on this ar- 
ticle: rely on me, and you fhall find me a devil, 
of my word. ) 

When _ we arrived at. the apartment © of 
Donna THERESA, we found her at»her 
looking-glafs, adjufting her head-drefs, which 
bad been rumpled. by the jolting of the coach. 
How lovely fhe appeared! The Hermit 
went, up near her- perfon, and blew:a purple- ~ 
_ coloured .vapour into her ear, which in a mo- 
ment expanded to her heart... Soon after: fhe 
began to figh, and to cry out, aloud, Heavens ! 
W hat is become of him? Shall I never fee him 
again ? What a fool was I to repulfe fuch an 
amiable young fellow! Alas !, my  feverity 
drove him to defpair. _Oh that he would come 
again to himfelf! that I could have the happi- 
nefs to fee him once more! What would I not 
do to engage him? As fhe fpoke thefe words, 
the tears were feen to trickle down her lovely 
eyes. “10% 231 

Iwas 
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= Lwas fo touched with this tender fcene, that 
TF was‘going, like a madman, to throw myfelf 
at her feet, if the Herm1T, who knew my 
fentiments, had not fnatched me that’ mo- 
ment out of the chamber, reproving me fmart- 
ly, with a What now? ‘You Frenchnien, he con- 
tinued, are the moft hot-headed hair - brained 
creatures in the univerfe. Why man, you had 
juft fpoiled all. What, in the name of won- 
der, could Donna THeresa have thought, 
to have heard your voice without feeing you? 
She muft have’taken you for a mere phantom 
of a lover. » Befides, no young lady is willing 
to have it known that fhe isin love. Atatime 
when fhe profeffes the utmoft indifference for 
your perfon, fhe burns with the greateft ardor to 
enjoy it. Whata blunder fora man of wit, 
whe aims at deceiving a woman! Are the young 
fellows in your country capable of committing 
fuch abfurdities in love? Only have patience 
till the evening? ‘You are already convinced 
_ of my little fhare of power; and you may be 
fure, this very night, of being happy, and ta- 
- king poffeffion of the caftle. The lady, you 
know, is an only daughter, and has neither 
father nor mother living ; her tutor may foon 
be brought to reafon, and I will do your bufi- 
nefs effeCtually. * 

Tt muft be imagined that I expected the happy 
moment with the utmoft impatience, At laft 
the hour came which I had fo. much. defired, 
when I:perceived Donna TuHereEsa leaning 
on a window, and venting the’moft profound 

ae fighs, 


oa 
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fighs.. I fprung nimbly up towards her, and 
fhe knew meat firft fight. Whence come you, 
Sir? fhe cried out with furprize ; and whe in- 
formed. you that I was in this place? My love, 
Madam, anfwered I, © The defpair to which 
your, cruelty reduced me, has made me wander 
the fields for a long time paft; and night ha- 
ving overtaken me juft at the gate of this.caftle, 
I got information to whom it belonged. My 
joys were inexpreffible when I heard your lady- 
fhip named for the owner, and that you was 
_juft. now arrived here. Linftantly determined 
to'try once more,, if you ftill perfift in your 
inclination. .to.occafion my death, My tor- 
ments are fo. very fharp, that [can no longer 
fupport them. My. tears, my declining condi- 
tion,» have fufficiently. informed you, that you 
arethe only diyinity I adore.. The fame that 
confumes me is tco fierce to be any longer 
bornes; You know my family, my birth, my 
fortune, in a. word, | have concealed nothing 
from you: Why then do you refufe my love? 
Is it,fo very, unworthy of you, O divine Tuxr-~ 
RESA?,.Cruel woman! See me then pierce — 
this. wretched... breaft, and fall a viétim at your 
feet. ..Here I performed all. the fooleries that 
are ufual,on.fuch-occafions. . I.drew my fword, 
which to be fure: I had no great. inclination to 
ftain with my.blood. Donna THERESA, 
perceiving, my tranfports, .cried out aloud: For 
heaven’s fake, dear knight, hold your hand.a 
moment !,Compofe your mind, Sir, and hear 
me withiattention. 

T inge- 
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OT Tpentiullf “confee to “you'then that?T 
have Conceived a fincere' refpeét for your perfon 
ever fince T° fit beheld you! but'hearing ‘that 
the’ French‘ ‘are. ‘often impoftors; * incofiftant; 

' “ahd enterprifing in’ love, T“imagined that afl 
your ations were feigned, ‘and that-you had fio 
other defign than to difhonour me. Remem# 

ber, Sir, that you‘ never once fpoke to'me of 
marriage ; which ihdeed was what put.me on 

_ my guard.” I know your famtily. The banker 
who remits your money has informed me’ of 

that, and of your own particular birth and pers 
fonal merit’: “I freely accept your hand’ there™ 
fore, and fhall think myfelf honoured ‘in being 
Woe Wee ty hie Sisreimrie hrithtry 
“9 cu ravifh me, Madam, anfwered I with 
_the utmoft extafy. What a happy moment is 
this for me! and how am I ata lofs for expref- 
fions ftrong .enough to fet forth my ‘tender 
Tove and lafting gratitude ! Be affured; Madam, 
that all my felicity confifts in’ our union, and 
that I will not a moment defer that happinefs 
which T''prize beyond all the riches in’ the 
univerfe. But, dear Madam, tell me, how 
fhall we bring about this-marriage ? I have re- 
‘ceived orders frpm my parerits to leave this 
Place immediately, and can alledge no: plaufible 
Teafon ‘for not obeying their commands; 
Doubtlefs you would be glad of their confent': 
but the procuring it would take’ up fo much 
tine, that I fhould certainly die im the interval. 
Tam not fo rigorous, Sir, as you imagine, 
replied the charming THEresa.’*T believe 
Strat : ps you 
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“you to be a;man of honour, and will ‘entirely 
confide, in, yourdiincerity. Here is a good old 
friar: jul come to the houfe, in, order to crave 
an, alms... If he. is willing.to marry us, J fhall 
be fatisfied without any, more formality. Pleafe 
to come in,, Siry,and :we will {peak to-him to- 
. Here.the Devin Hermit took his leave 
of me, and told me he was going to vifit his 
yun... You perceive, fays he, that.every thing 
goes well, It is I that-have brought hither the 
good-brother, and inftruéted him in what he is 
to. perform... You. muft not. feem to. know 
him, . Farewell, happy. ‘chevalier ; this night 
puts you in poffeffion of the queen of all your 
_ thoughts. . Iwill meet-you in the cave. twe 
days hence. . : 
Scarce was I entered but I threw myfelf at 
the feet of the fair THEREsA. The honeft 
monk, was immediately called. We gave him, 
on this. occafion, the title of father; and tho’ 
not in orders, I .cannot help thinking he de- 
ferved it well; for all, fathers are not priefts. 
We opened the cafe to him ‘without ceremony, 
The, impoftor diflembled moft dextroufly, and 
performed his part to admiration, The hopes 
of a good. reward made him conceal his being 
unqualified, and undertake with alacrity to 
bleis,our bed. He did not {pin out the cere- 
mony to any great length. Supper was. foon 
ready, and we had no want.of appetite, After 
it was over, I took my full revenge on the fair 
THERESA , for, on the pangs that, fhe had 
oe yas 
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maie. me fuffer: Well, faid I to myfelf, there 
is nothing like having a devil for one’s friend, 
They doa man’s bufinefs at once, without 
much fatigue or expence. ...Without prefents, 
without ferenades, the bof hard-hearted mif- 
trefs melts in a moment. _Enj pin we 
hand. in hand with a declaration of love;-and 
no obftacles arife in the ‘way. 

I was fo charmed with the good offices of my 
eves Hermie, jthat finding the phial of 

y water‘in my ‘pocket, ” 1. inflantly e it 
with indignation, refolving never more to 
make ufe of it againft any fubje@ of his infer- ~ 
nal majefty. ‘The.devils, faid 1,-are people of 
Vets and it wertld be. hasbarous to torment 
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Sequel of the Hifkory of Sifter Cornichon, 
Aitaroth the Duana of a young: re of 
Eifieen. 


H E delights T ratedigmetth Poti 
: THERESA, did not maké*me forget 
my friend the Hermit. Two days 
after my playing at marriage, under a. pretence 


oft gdibg a*hunting,I fled to the cavern, where 
” the 


. 
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the gdod AsTarotT# expected me with im- 
paticnce. So, Chevalier, fays he, as foon ashe 
Yaw me; are-not you a happy rogue now? 
JThe moft happy ‘dog>in the: univerfe, an(wered 
23 fhewing fuch tranfport of joy, as gave: him 
a fullidea: of: my felicity: My dear. fpoufe’ is 
ethe' moft obliging’ creature. alive; and all her 
‘concern is: to pleafe:me: in.a-word, there is no 
man upon earth, but might ouvy the felicity: I 

Here: the Beau fe ftopped me thort>:'T 

could: wifh, faid he, that this: fatisfaétion of 
: ae might be lafting ; but I forefee it will not. 

have other things in view for'you, and‘have 
chofen for your wife the daughter ‘of @ church- 
“warden. You do not think of fuch a thing 
) fare, faid I{martly.. What! abandon an ami- — 
eable and rich lady, to marry a church-warden’s 
w@ughter?) Ay, Chevalier, the daughter of a 
beburch-warden; but'a church-warden of the firft 
orank; one, whole daughter fhall. bring to: her 
} portion a rich lordfhip of 300,000 livres annual 
xent. Well, faid I, Cf that be the cafe, let us 
“go and fee her this moment, 

Atthis Astarot ds fell a laughing hearti: 
ily: What then; faid he; Donna Treresa 
-as no.longer the miftrefs of your heart? ¥ou 

area mere Frenchman, I fee, and that is fay- 
ang all atvonce. poe sraniemns never love 
aobeyond_ enjoyment. » But havea little patience, 
gooi, Monfieur; you arg condemned to live a 
oyear with Donna Tuer ESA. ‘For. three 
one months fhe will love you ; but.after that, 


Sd Sir, 
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Sis, exped:toifwallow many ‘a-bitter pilbof her 
preparing. 2Tisbucjuft, that.a) fuflicient quan 
tity: of vexation: -fhould. follow» the .fwects of 
dove, and sthat you fhould. fffara little for the 
infincerity : you have made.ufeof towards her, 
eas Well) as forthe many other amorous: fiblicks 
you have -been guilty of from: your birth te 
cthis hour. Some: of your tricks:] have heard in 
ithe cloifter'I came ftom, ‘where, not Jong age, 
there was a pretty young girl confined, who 
had»beeit feduced by you, Come, makea frank 
‘eonfeffion of that intrigue; was it) not true? 
Dear Mr Hermer, faidd, lee-myiold amours 
-alone,: It makes:me mad to-think of the malice 
and artifices of thofe «nuns. Welljowell, ‘the 
Devry. replied, fince you defive: it, we “Twill 
drop the fubjeét:: but let: me tell you, that 
thofe ladies are no better pleafed with: you, than 
you with them. Your worthip promifed them 
‘ certain little prefents, fuch as fugar, coffee and 
tea, but notca grain of either evercamex: itis 
‘im revenge for this that they have difpofed: of 
your miftrefs’s heart elfewhere, and fet her a- 
gainft you. Her prefent gallant ‘has -beea much. 
more generous, and you - know — that’ nuns 
» never do’ any thing: but: for: intereft, but: will 
facrifice honour and confcience for ang mo- 


Well, have ne vie my affairs; Maiehan, 
anfwered I, andsentertain me:with the fortunes 
. of that pretty. nun whoois under your protec- 

tion, and whofe hiftory you: went partly: thro” - 
“before, Alas! Sir, ; sesasicoy ae se RMET - 


< UG . the 


.& 


en ‘ _ Ta Det Hermit.” . 


venge; but he “iad e creature was fo oyer=_ r 
roe be with grief, that ‘fhe would not hear-~ 

ken to my infpirations, ‘Her misfortune hap-" 
pene t in this manner. 

This young Sifter CoRNIcHON, as T told 
you before, had admitted «into clofe quarters a_ 
great booby of a monk, who went to- work 
without any precaution. Hardly had three weeks - 
pafled over their heads, but the felt’ the fymp- 
téms of a dangerous fort of cholic. Her di-- 
ftemper was foon difcovered ; for. thofe chafte - 
young virgins ‘are very clear-fighted on that ar-— 
ticle, As the had many enemies, and ‘the abbefs - 
was already prejudiced againft her, fhe was pre-.__ 
féntly locked up on fufpicion of ‘incontinency, | 
and condemned to live on bread and water a- 
lone. All her companions raifed moft horrible 
outcries againft her; yet there is not one of all” 
tlie holy fifterhood, but who deferves at leatt as 
much punifhment as ConNICHON, 

‘Do but think, Chevalier, of the unhappy fi re 
tuation of this poor nun, A captivity the 
mioft fevere and rigorous ; an old paffion but ill 
extinguithed, ‘which ftill gnaws her foul; vows , 
imprudently made, which condemn her to live . 
all her life among implacable enemies, who 
berate nothing but her ruin,and are withal very © 

ingenious 
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ingenious to inyent.a thoufand calumnies, in of- 
der_to. fatiate their vengeance.. Are not ‘thee ; 
moft afflicting circumftances? Few fouls are.ca-._ 
pable to bear up fteadily under fuch fhocks of 
fortune; and the nymph, in my opinion, was 
worthy of commiferation., By degrees fhe liften- 
ed to my fuggeftions, and 1 infpired her-with 
a noble invention for her own deliverance, She’ 
has learned how to open the prifon, and this 
night fhe is to fet the nunnery on fire, and make 
her efcape with the monk, who has been the: 
chief caufe of her difgrace. I mutt be prefent 
at this performance, and can therefore ftay with 
you but two hours longer.—As to the Marquis 
of St Julian, as foon as he had heard of his 
miftrefs’s misfortune, he returned to his wife, 
and never in the leaft troubled his head to re- 
lieve his once dear CORNICHON ; yet it is not’ 
now fix months ago, that he would have facri- - 
ficed a thoufand lives for her fervice. Such is 
the inconftancy of lovers! An amiable young 
virgin, who has the moft obliging things faid to 
~ her, meets with indifference, and at laft dif- 
dain, after the moft tender fcenes, of love are. 
once. over. But let us leave off moralizing, 
which, indeed, is not my profeflion, and divert 
ourfelves with the guardian matron, who had - 
now lodged me. Re, 2 
I was fuch a little while in the body of this” 
creature, that fcarce had I time to know my- _ 
felf. But what could be the reafon of that, good 
Mr Hermit? faid I. A fine queftion indeed, | 
replied my Devit, The reafon was, thee the ; 
cin PE new 


at 
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knew. more thanI,,and that,. befides, .I) had. 
no inclination,.to be confined any longer, She 
had corrupted her young ward, a lady of great. 
virtue,.and that was all that I wanted with her. 
No fooner. had mifs and her, duana,fallen into, 


‘difgrace, but,1 left them, to.themfelves, .in-or-- 


der that defpair might compleat what I. had fo 
well begun: yet I cannot.deny, but that, dur- 


‘ing the two. months that I. continued in, the 
‘body of this fury, I performed, my part very 


well; but when once the was fhut up.in -a de- 
fart country caftle,..I prefently left my habita- 
tion. To oblige you, _ kowever, I will give.you- 


“an ample account of all that I performed in.thic, 
-my old weather-beaten habitation. vi 


‘ud 


obi pe 





CHAP. I, 


The Stratagems of Duanas 3 or, the Hifto. 


_the precious remains of this marriage, were all. 
his confolation; and young FReRENzO and. 


ry of the Count du Bevarr, afd Jur 
LIA de St Frorenzo. : 


noble Venetian, united the moft ele-,, 


é Bee: Marquis of St Frorenzo, a. 


vated fentiments with an auftere, and. 
. almoft favage virtue. The lofs of a wife whom, 


he valued, made no alteration in his nature, . 


unlefs that it rendered him more referved than . 


before. Two children, a fon and a daughter, . 


a 


hig 


_ 
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the ‘way of true Ne The old ‘Marquis, sari 
loved ‘his’ children: tenderly, ‘was’ continually - 
thinkifig how to procure them an advantageous 
fettletnent:’ His fort was ‘already pofleffed of a 
cénfiderable employment; and fuch confidence 
had'the father in his prudent behaviour, that he. 
left’ him intirely to himfelf, perfuaded that he 
would ftill tread in the fteps he had marked out. 
for him to’ follow, - : 
Jura, who was but fifteen years old, join- 
ed’a noble aid generous heart, a heart uncapable’ 
of ‘any thing mean, ‘to the moft exquilite beau= 
ty. Love, Will all ‘his‘addrefs, had yet been 
unable to reach her, and his moft pointed darts 
were blunted againft the heart of this cherming 
creature. Yet her father, aria bau her . 
prudence, did not think fit to leave her miftrefs. 
of: her own conduét; but looked ‘out fora dua~ 
na of known- probity.tt - After: much enquiry, he, 
found one, who was recornmended to him. as 
_ the paragon of all Italy. The Marquis, charm- 
ed with the reputation of this old.woman, whofe, 
name ‘was Fasricta, relied entirely upon 
her for the condu& of JuxLia; and the time 
of carnival being come, he would by no means. 
deprive this dear daughter of the diverfions u-_ 
fually taken at Venice. Accompanied with her ' 
duana, he fent her to the houfe of a noble Ve-. 
_netian dady, whofe conduét, he knew, was ir-. 
reproachable, Donna Tu opor a (that was ” 
| ber. nant) was fo pleafed with the company of 
her 
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her lovely young gueft, that fhe took her abroad 
into all the beft companies, where her charms 
began foon to make great havock. In a little 
time no converfation was heard, but what 
turned upon the graces of Juxiia’s perfon; 
and there was nothing fo complaifant and obs 
liging, as what was faid of her. te 

A young French gentleman, no lefs diftin- 

ifhed by his birth than by his amiable qua- 

ifications, had made a vifit to THropora. 
He caft hiseyes upon JuL1a.5 and to fee and 
to love were with him the fame thing. A vio- 
lent paffion foon took poffeffion of his foul, and 
determined him to omit nothing, in order to 
captivate the heart of this lovely creature. His - 
affiduity, his complaifance to JuLia, gave 
umbrage to Madam Fapricra, who told . 
her fentiments to her young miftrefs, and asked 
her, ifthe Count had not made to her fome de- 
claration of love. Jura fincerely confefled 
to her guardian all the Count’s proteftations of 
friendfhip and tendernefs; and declared, that 
fhe never could be eafy for his folicitations : 
but fhe added, at the end of her narrative, that 
tho’ this young nobleman had an infinite deal 
of merit, fhe did not feel any thing in her heart, 
that gave her the leaft fufpicion of her being — 
ever enamoured with him. 

Dame Faspricrta, whom I did not yet 
poflefs, was ravifhed with this declaration, and _ 
gave her frefh inftruétions relating to her con- — 
duét ; advifing her to defy all men in general, — 
efpecially the French, dear JULIA, ba 

3 
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fhe, they are a-fet of deceitful PET ins 
difcreet people ; put no conideitce: in. them,. for 
they are more dangerous. than..a violent fever; 5 
all their .careffes are only. with.a view. to. de- 
VOUT... © . 
In, the, mean. time the Count, tormented i ine 
ceflantly with his: paffion, followed Juria 
wherefoever fhe went. . Having overheard this 
fine leéture of the duana, he refolyed to engage 
her to his intereft, coft what it would. . Here £ 
ftepped in to his affiftance, and.took poffeftion 
of the old woman’s heart ; for, as I always had 
a regard for the French petits maitres, I thought 
it a point of honour to ferve this amiable young 
gentleman. One day, when JuLia_went 
with donna TH EoDoRA to vifit fome, of the 
fifters in a nunnery, the Count came to her ap- 
‘partments, under the pretence of paying his 
refpeéts, and luckily found there dame Fasri- 
cra alone. Ah! Madam, fays he, I am over- 
joyed tofind you here without witnefles: I muft 
.. engage your friendfhip in my behalf with Jo- 
Lia ; deign therefore to give one moment’s-at- 
tention,. Juk at that time I. filled her foul with 
my fuggeftions, and fhe confentel to hear what 
the Count had to fay. 
| Madam, he tase. I love MiGs J ULIA to 
diftraction, Serve me in this particular, and de- 
pend upon the moft grateful acknowledgment. 
‘You are not ignorant, chafte FapRriciAa, of 
my birth, my rank, my fortune, Ido not 
aim to deceive your fair miftrefs; I only intreat 
you not, to. be. againit an honourable marriage, 
ae Baas which 
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-whieh I intend to propofe to her: Her alliance 
with me will not difgrace her: endeavour there- 
fore to infpire. her with favourable fentiments 
towards me... I know you. have a daughter of 
‘yout own, who has not fortune to recommend 

_her to an advantageous; match’: bring the’ fair 
Juxtza to condefcend to. my love, and I here 
give you a note of my hand for a thoufand pi-+ 
fioles to. add to, your daughter’s fortune, and a 
thoufand more for your own. ule, to be paid as 
foon as the bufinefs fucceeds. Be fo.good as to 
accept this fmall prefent. of two hundred louis 
dor. . This he fpoke with that grace, which 
is fo naturalto the French. Madam,. he adds, 
I do not include this trifle inthe fum promifed 
by note, and beg you would look upon it only 
as the earneft of what I intend to do for you. 

Dame Fas Rictra,.who already wept for joy 
at the receipt of fo confiderable a Sum, forgot — 
at once all her feverity, and promifed the Count 
more than he required of her. She pocketed 
up the two hundred louifes-without much /ce- 
remony, and afliired her benefaétor, that he 
fhould hear from her in two days at fartheft. 
fJu Li, at her return, found the Count wait- 
ing for her with impatience; but fcarce would 
fhe vouchfafe to look on him: a cold compli- 

‘ment, that barely fhewed her breeding, was. 
the utmoft our poor lover could extort from 
her. All his cringes, all his proteftations of 
love, conftancy, and fidelity, were to no. pur- 
pofe this evening, and could not obtain the 
leaft anfwer. The impreffion which her duana’s 

lectures 


‘ 
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le&tures had left in her mind, was too flrong for 
her to be impofed upon with flattering dif- 
courfe, which fhe now regarded as made up of 
artifice, falfehood, and deceit, The Count had 
fallen into defpair, -but for the promifes of 
dame Fapricra. Thefe revived his hopes, 
and enabled him to refume his natural gaiety, 
which was adorned with fo much fprightlinefs 


and wit, as drew on him the admiration of ‘a’ 


whole aflembly, He had indeed moft excellent 
qualities; was a man of.probity and honour ; 
but of a very amorous temper, and who weuld 
facrifice all to accoimplifh his defigns. 

At night thé duana, being alone with her 


‘ward, ina carelefs manner enquired, What 


news of the Countde BEtarr? O! fays his 
fair miftrefs, that-man teazes me to death with 
his addreffes, and the ardor of his paffion; but 
fince you have told me, Madam, that the French 
are very perfidious and inconftant, I have fcarce 
ever taken any notice of him. Well, but my 
dear JuL1A, replied the matron, I have fince 
informed myfelf exactly of the Count’s charac- 
ter: his valet de chambre, who is a young fel- 
low of good.fenfe, has aflured me, that his in- 
tentions towards you are only honourable ma- 
trimony. Now if we were fure, child, of the 
purity of his intentions, an alliance of that na- 
ture would raife you to a rank of high diftinc- 
tion. His lordfhip enjoys the favour of his fo- 
vereign, and pofleffes fome of the moft confide- 
rable pofts in the kingdom: I believe fuch a 


husband would make you perfe&ly happy; for 
cae ee Se : the 


* 
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the manner of living in France, my dear, is 
much more agreeable than that in Italy. Wo- 
men there enjoy perfect and full liberty : jea-° . 
loufy is entirely banifhed from that happy cli- 
mate: that ftupid paffion, which here makes 
many a wife unhappy, is there unknown. . If 
the Count then does love you fincerely, and I 
think you have no room to doubt it, your beft 
way, in my opinion, is to liften to his propofal, 
and not lofe fuch an offer thro’ an obftinate and 
il] grounded referve. 

But my good diredtrefs, se i Juria, 
what courfe would you advife me to take? Shall 
1 expofe myfelf to the hearing of an equivocal ° 
pafiion, which will tarnifh my reputation? He 
tells me, he loves me; but may | rely on fuch 
a declaration? Befides, fuppofe he is really in ~ 
that mind at prefent, and that he feels all the 
tendernefs he would make me believe, is it im- 
pofible for him to change? 

My dear daughter, replied the duana, you 
reafon like a perfon of good fenfe: But have 
you not the fame to fear froma. husband of 
this country? Difclofe to me freely the fenti- 
ments of your heart ; do you not love the Count, » 
or, at leaft, do you not feala fort of favourable 
inclination towards him?—I cannot but own 
ingenuoufly, governefs, that this nobleman is 
not difagreeable to me: but I depend upon a 
father; we muft confult him, and take his in- 

. ftru@tions concerning my reception of the 
‘Count’s addreffes.—Alas! my dear Ju L1a, the 
Count will not be forward to open his mind to 

the 


matter. . Seah 
Whiat is this you advife me to, Madam ! ex- 
claimed the fair Jura. Shall a young lady 
Of honour and birth expof€ her reputaion im ' 
te a: ~ that 


~ 
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thee spanner! If I could even fuppofe, that 
all the world would be ignorant of this clan- 
eftine vifit, who can be guarantee of the 
Count’s honour? You have told me, that all 
the French gentlemen are fprightly, enter- 
prizing, and of a temper not to be withftood. 
‘When Lam alone with him,who fhall f-cure me 
from his lawlefs attempts? Can I even be fure 
of my own fteadinefs and virtue? Oh, Fa Br t- 
c1a! one that is too daring on the fea of life, 
runs a great rifque of being fhipwrecked.— 
Not in the leaft, my dear child, anfwers the 
duana; you hazard nothing; I thall be always 
near you. I will do more, I will bring my 
daughter BEATRICE to pafs the night with 
you: thus fhail we have two witnefles, who 
will puta damp to all the Count’s vigorous 
attacks, even fuppofing that he fhould be fo — 
rafh, as to attempt any thing againft your ho- 
nour. Not that there is the leaft probability of 
fuch a thing, all. his views being as lawful, as 
his refpect is realand profound.—HereI whif- 
pered an artifice into the ear of the duana, 
which. the chafte young innocent could not 
withitand.—W ould you, fays fhe, have me try 
him? I will know firft if he be in earneft.— 
By no means, Fapricra, replied the Mar. 
quis of FLoRENzo’s daughter; I cannot con-' 
fent to any fuch proceeding.—But ; my dear 
child, you confefs, almoft whether you will 
or no, that you do not hate this young Lord : 
you will be-entirely wanting therefore to your 
own happinefsand good fortune.I have fomething 
{ ; come 
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come into my Head, that will infallibly prevent 
your being *xpofed: hear what it is. You 
fhall take thisévening one of your brother’s ha-' 
bits ; and I too will. transform myfelf into a 
man. The Carnival allows of fuch liberties, 
and no body will cenfure the action. We wilk - 
walk together upon St Mark’s place, and en- 
deavour to joincompany with him. Your fe- 
verity has almoft driven him to defpair, and 
therefore we may be fure of his being alone. 
I will talk to you in the charaéter you appear 
in ; and at the bare pronunciation of your 
name we fhall know the fincerity of his 

paffion, ~ 
The Duana, after much converfation, af- 
ter many fair promifes to be faithful, and to 
conduct this affair fo dextroufly that no one 
fhould know of it, gained her point. Poor 
Jutta was taken in the fnare, and confented - 
to have herfelf led as a victim to the flaughter. 
When Fasricia had brought her fo far on, 
fhe took care privately to inform the Count, 
who came punétually to the rendezvous. Our 
two adventurers appeared on the fpot, where 
they faw the Count extremely folitary : they 
advanced up to him, and entered into converfa- 
tion. The matron, who knew her trade per- 
fe&tly well, and had me befides for an affiftant, 
faid. to her counterfeit young Cavalier, Shall 
we goand take a glafs my lord Marquis of St 
FroreNnzo? This was the watch word: no 
fooner did the count hear it pronounced, but 
he fetched a deep figh ; threw off his apparent 
melancholy 
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riélancholy in a moment, and became thé moft 


pleafant dreature‘onearth: ° Dear Marqitis, fays | 


hey‘how*happy ain’ I to havé the honour thus 
atcideritally’ of cre Hap It is what Thavé a 
long whilé fought for in vain.’ In-a word, he 
made ‘him a‘thoufand protéftations of friendfhip: 
an@eftéem's and Jutta’, who was 4 mere no- 
viée in love and ifittigues, imagined that her 
fate was hot known to her lover ufider this bor- 
rowed habit. She had prepatéd an anfwer how- 
ever) in cafe the Count had known het. This 
triumvirate (if we may fo call it) went to the 
- Offee houfe; where they were led into a private 
room, The duana, that fhe might not give 
dorina THEODORA any. uneafinefs, had ad- 
vifed Ju ita to inform her of their metamor- 
phofis s‘and as diverfiotis of this kind are much 
if ufe, the lady had no fufpicion of her conduét. 
She hadirideed* fo high an’ opinion of the daa- 
na’s ‘virtue, that fhe was fully perfuadéed” this 
lovely creature could vin no rifque with fuch 


a governefs. . 
“Heére I interrupted the Devrt Hermit, 
#6 thake hith take notice of a troop of armed 
met, ‘that rode with all fpeed towards a foreft, 
which was half a league diffant from the ca- 
vet’! Who aré thofe People, faid 1? Ah? Che- 
_walier}* anfwer§ the Devil, they are archérs, 
who are now inpurfuit of fomebody. Wait 
hére 4 moment, and I will Jet you know their 
bufinefs. With that he clef€ the air with an in- 
eredible fwiftnefs, and was inftantly back quite 
out of breath, Come along Sit, fays he, thefé 
. wretches. 


oe 
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wretches are going to your caftle; they are 
emiflaries of the holy inquifition. Yet I cannot 
believe they have already difcovered your clan~ 
deftine marriage,and fudden retreat. By all means, 
however, let us fly to your houfe, and as we 
are both invifible, you run no hazard. If the 
rafcals commit any outrage, I will punifh them 
fo feverely, that they fhall remember it a long 
time. Scarce were we arrived at the caftle, 
but thefe imps of the facred office were upon 
the return. They had been eightdaysin fearch | 
of the good father Queftor . and being in- 
’ formed that he lodged at my houfe,. they came 
to feize his perfon: but as donna THERESA, 
for whom they had a great refpect, affured 
them that he went away the morning before at 
day-break, our gentlemen took their leave. 
The. Devi, Hermit, who loved this 
mendicant brother, thought it his duty .to in- 
form him of that terrible tribunal, and to put 
him in fome place of fafety. In fa&, within 
a quarter of an hour he brought him into the 
cavern. I could not divine, for my part, where 
he found the fellow : but however that was, 
I am fure he raifed fuch a tempeft upon the poor 
archers, who were coming back flowly, and 
forrowful at their difappointment, that I never 
faw the like in my life. ‘The thunder and | 
lightning fo terrified. their -horfes, that they 
took the bit in their teeth, and ran away fu- 
rioufly among the woods and rocks, where 
moft of the riders.were utterly loft, 
O Mr 
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OMr.Astarotu, faid I, what a ma- ; 
lignant devil art thou !—Not half fo bad, anfwer- — 
he, as that infamous crew deferved. The in- 
quifitor has nothing to do but to get more fuch; 
for thefe will now be of no ufe to him.—Mean 
time the Friar, who was almoft dead with 
furprife, returned a thoufand thanks to the 
Hermit. But as his compliments were te- 
dious and fulfome, and quite tired me, I in- 
terrupted him in the midft of them, to make 
AsTAROTH purfue the hiftory of the Mar- 
quis de St FLorenzo’s daughter. : 





CHAP. It. 


Sequel to the History of the Count de7BeL arr, 
and Mifs JuLia DE FLorenzo. 


TT H E Count, whoknew that he was fpeak- 
ing to his miftref$, and not to her brother, 
carried on the diffimulation with great dexte- 
tity. He uttered athoufand fine things to the 
counterfeit Marquis, allin language extreme- 
ly flattering, and enlarged particularly on the 
praifes of a fifter of his, whom he faid he had 
feen at the lady TuHropora’s. At laft he 
delivered himfelf thus: Marquis, if I was but 
fo happy as to merit your efteem and friendthip, 
I fhould prefer it to all that I poffefs. bt 
cem, 


The Devil Hermit. 119 


feem too much ‘ofa gentleman for me to be 
afraid of fpeaking my fentiments. 1 confefs 
* then ingenuoufly, that the charms of donna Ju- 
LTA}; your fifter, have penetrated to the very 
bottom of my foul, and that T languith for love 
of her ; while'the cruel maid, infenfible of my. 
torments, lauéhs at what I feel, and fearce wi 
daign fo much as to look on me. My family, 
notwithftanding, “is’ fo’ well known, that you 
cannot but be convine’d, that yours would ufs 
fer no difgrace’ in an’ alliance with it. But alas!, 
adds he witha very deep figh, Iam not fo hap- 
py as to engage the good graces of your adora- 
ble fifter. She is already prejudiced in favour of 
fome other gentleman, who without: doubt has. 
more merit than I. The lovely maid has in- 
deed too many perfections, for me_to imagine 
_fhe would fix her eyes on any obje& unwor- 
thy of her; and this fingle thought drives me 

to diftraftion. 
 Asneither Jutta nor the duana made any 
anfwer, hé went on in the fame ftrain. I be- 
lieve Sir, fays he to the counterfeit Cavalier, 
that you muft be convinced of the purity of my 
intentions. A houft fo illuftrious as yours, is . 
more the objeét of veneration, than that any 
_ one fhould attempt to tarnifh the fplendor. of its 
glory. My views in this refpeét are fo pure, 
that I would: fooner facrifice my life, than you 
fhould call them in queftion. I am open, fin- 
cere, and incapable of diffimulation. Dear 
Marquis, give me an -anfwer with the fame 
franknels. May I hope to poffefs the adorable 
jJuLia? 
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Jursa? Shall I be fo happy as to have a 
brother-in-law of your extraordinary merit? 
If you refufe me your affiftance, I will to-mor- 
_fowtake my leave ef tis place, and endea- 

vour by abfence to leflem the flames that now 
devour me. But alas! wretch that J am, I too 
well perceive that my whole life will be only a 
tiffue of misfortunes and calamities, while I am 
abfent from themoft lovelyJu 11 .The thought 
of that tortures me to death. To leave a city 
that contains the only obje& on which my fe- 
licity depends! this is a martyrdom of-the 
moft exquifite fort, and what makes me trem- 
ble.. For heaven’s fake, Marquis, vouchfafe me 
aword, Can you be affected with my mifery? 
May I flatter myfelf that you will be fenfible of 
my pain? 

Count, fays the feigned marquis, my fifter 
isa young lady who has never yet been in love: 
fo much [ am fure of, —- That word, fays 
the Count with a low voice, but loud enough 
to be underftood, makes me begin to take 
breath. ‘The Marquis went on: I was ig- 
norant, till this moment, of your inclination for 
her. If fhe has no obje€tion to you, as I hope 
fhe has not, I fhall take care to inform you 
of it. Depend upon me; I will fpare no pains 
to difcover her fentiments, and affift you in get- 
ting the victory over her tender heart. But I 
am afraid my father, who is a man of a very 
auftere temper, will not confent to this marriage. 
He is intimately acquainted with a young gen- 
tleman, whom he is willing to have fora fon- 


¥ Me 
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-intlaw. 1 am very * however, (hat iy 
fifter does’ not ; and have too too “goo “good 
an opinion of oat twithfardin 
feverity, to’ think tl TAs d force i “S 
wed a*man for wd 38 no value. * 

“Dear Ma . nfwers the Count, <n 
L obliged to goodnefs? You promife"gi 
your affiftance, retell from therit 
own happinefs, . the fair JoLra, 
much affected with the Coynt’s merit, and the 
tendernefs of his paffién, ae ved herfelf, and 
could no lofger fuppore, t that’ charaéter™ the had 
afflumed, The tears, s, in’ ite of her, ran down 
from her lovely eyes... “wary Count took 
the advantage of this 
at her feet, and deéclaréd fe now knew her. 
This difcovery at firft raifeda bluth in the cheeks 
of Jutra ; but love, by degrees, infinuated 
with fo wich activity into het heart, that fhe 
fell into a'fit. Thé care they took of her foon 
brought her to herfelf ; when the confefled to 
her tender lover, that he was the only motive 
of her metamorphofis, and that fhe had. not ex-, - 
pofed herfelf to this adventure, but in order to 
dive into his real fentiments. . 

You ought to imagine that. the Count made 
ufe of his eloquence, and endeavoured by the 
moft folemn proteftations to diffipate all her 
doubts. Herel let a little fpatk of my, breath 
fly intothe-very foul of JuLia ; whofe heart, 
before too much inclined, furrendered in a mo- 
ment, They fworean eternal tendernefs,and con- 


trived the means of feeing one apother privately ; 
M for 



















ofhe nt, threw himfelf 


322 The Devil ‘Hermit. 

for the carnival was almoft at an end. For 
fome days they had an intercourfe by letters, 
arid the too’ charitable Duana was the Mer- 
cury berween them ; but abfence, after a fort- 
night, became infupportable to them both. 

Madam Fasricia, with much addrefs, 
managed their nocturnal interviews, She intro- 

‘duced the Ccunt every night into Jurra’s 
apartment, and that charming maid, by little and 
little, forgot herduty. The Count, not only pro- 
bnifed, but refolved never to be unfaithful, and 
that tie would try all poffible means to obtain her 
of her father. With the confent of his miftrefs he 
asmade the demand himfelf, and at the fame time 
employed feveral perfons of the firft rank to fe- 
cond his requeft. All was to no purpofe ; the old 
‘Marquis had given his word to the noble Vene- 
tian his friend, and would not be induced to 
go from it. His refufal plunged the fair Ju- 
LIA into an inexpreffible melancholy, and the 
good Duana was unable to moderate her 
fighs and complaints. All her moft fubtile 
ftratagems were effayed in vain. The time 
of JuLtra’smarriage was at hand. But as it 
was for my intereft to prevent its accomplifh- 
~ment, I whifpered certain fufpicious into the 
Marquis’s ear: the marquis told them to his 
fon, and they both refolved to watch over the 
condu& of Jura. 

One Night, perceiving the dats to let 
down a filken ladder to a man, they with great 
attention obferved the adventure, and fuffered 
the ftranger to afcend withcut interruption. 
Then 
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Then paffing into a contiguous.hall, which had 
communication with Juut A’s apartment, they 
heard enough to convince them of her ill con- 
duct. Overcome with rage to fee their houfe 
difhonoured, they rufhed in like two madmen, 
{word in hand. The Count, who heard a 
noife, put himfelf in a pofture of defence, 
prefented two piftols that he always carried a- 
‘bout him, and fwore he would fhoot them both 
if they refufed to hear his ftory. 

Seeing them difpofed to give attention, My 
Lords, {aid he, you know me well enovgh to 
believe that may life will cof you dear. The ex- 
treme paffion I have conceived for Juu1as; is 
my whole crime, and you are not ignorant that 
my intention is to marry her. Your refufal, 
her friendfhip for me, and hatred of the man 
for whom you defign her, have been the caufe 
of thefe no&turnal vifits. Iam ready now. to 
give her my hand. She is.my wife by that-re- - 
ciprocal faith which we have {worn to each 
other. You cannot refufe her to me therefore 
any longer, without covering yourfelves with 
eternal infamy. Ceafe to hate me ; calm your 
fury, and be affured that I will give you proofs 
of my probity and honour, 

The oldMarquis,more capableof refleGtion than 
his fon, ordered the latter to appeafe: his wrath, 
Jura and her duana fell at the father’s feet, 
and the tears of that lovely daughter once: more 
touched her tender parent, Though that charm- 
ing creature had never broke through the bounds _ 
of refpect and fubmiffion which fhe owed to her 

“M2 father, 
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father, yet ie now {poke to him with a ge- 
nerous boldnefs, and did not diflemble either 
her fault or her love. ‘The father, melted into 
tendernefs by the tears and moving words of 
his child, pardoned what fhe had done, and re- 
folved to beftow her cn'her lover. The Count, 
tranfported with an event fo happy, embraced 
the knees of the Marquis; and with repeated 
oaths, in the’ moft folemn manner, declared 
him ready to execute his promife. Ina ‘word, 
the nuptial rites weré concluded. Dame Fa- 
BRIC1A alone -was the victim of this happy 
union: they fhut her up in prifon for life 3 and 
I, for my partylefe theoldMeczAratoherdef- | 
pair, took my Aight over the Alps, and thence 
towards the Rhine; where turning a little to 
the right, Pcame'to a city famous for its waters, 
where I amuied myfelf for many days in con- 
_ templation of ‘the people then aflembled. Ifaw 
there’ many feenes of gallantry, which I may — 
relate to you another time; but one above the 
reft engaged my attention, the aCtors in which 
were a-very odd fort of a couple. They were _ 
no other, (would yowbelieve it ?) than a devout 
zich old woman of fixty, anda gouty father- 
recolleé&t who feemed -yet in the prime of his 
years. This pedagrical lump of debauchery I 
thought very ‘proper to fucceed the duana, and I 
fiepped the more willingly into his foul, as the 
country he lived in was the very fame that As- 
MODEUS Fos misa driven me from, | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Iv. 


AsTaRoTH a mendicant Friar. 


Ji O make you underftand the part I ated 
in this new metaphorfis, I muft firft. give 
you an idea of thefe fellows in frock,and relate the 
hiftory of him I now occupied ; for Iam per- 
fuaded you are not fo well acquainted with thefe 
people as Iam. Thefe bigots, for the moft part, 
rife out of the dunghill; and the meannefs of 
their extra@tion makes them run ‘into all the 
. moft fhameful diforders. Incapable of fine fen- 
 timents, they deliver themfelves up to an in- 
famous courfe of debauchery. Drunkennefs, 
gluttony, and luxury, are their favourite -vir- 
tues. Under the vail of a monftrous hypo- 
crify, they hide the moft filthy inclinations, 
They facrifice the moft facred myfteries of the 
religion they profefs to a fordid intereft; they 
varnifh over the greateft crimes of thofe, who 
‘know how to win them with fuitable prefents : 
there are no fecrets which they will not reveal; | 
when they meet with a generous man, who pays 
them largely: in a word, they fell the graces. 
of heaven annexed to their miniftry, with as 
little fcruple, as a Jew would make merchan- 
dize of a Chriftian.A charaéter fo fcandalous,and 
fo unworthy of a good man, is indeed the true 
character of a Demon: I lived at large there- 
fore in the foul of this honef{ monk, as-if F 
Toe M 3 had 
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had been in the beft apartment of all the in- 
fernal ftate. Infact, he paffed, and I believe 
with juftice, for the moft crafty and the moft 
debauched fellow of his whole-order.He was born 
in Ireland; and there could not be two better 
- qualities, to make a perfect imp of Asmo- 
DEus, than thofé of Irifhman and mendicant 
friar.. During the twenty years that he had 
wore the habit, he never once belied his charac- 
ter: and.as a bad man always grow worfe and 
worfe,’ he was now funk to the loweft degree 


of libertinifm. An idea of his life will ‘make | 


this truth more. apparent. 
| The remarkable Hiftory of a Recolle# Friar. 


HIS man was born at Cork, of a mother 

‘8 ~whofe gallantry had made as much noife as 
her beauty. As this courtezan had never fubmit- 
ted to the yoke of HyMmeEN, and always en- 
tertained a nuniber of gallants at the fame time, 
it was impoffible to tell. who. was his father. 
However, a young merchant of that city, to 
_ whom the honour of owning him was given, 
took care of him till he was ten years old, -and 
then fent him over to Holland, Want and 
debauchery in time reduced him to herd with 
a troop of banditti, who conduéted him. into 
Flanders, there he affociated with fome Bohe- 
mians, and lived among them two years: but 
juftice having diffipated this gang, he efcaped 
into a village of the neighbouring country, 
where 
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where he met with an- honeft . recolle&,.. who 
introduced him inte his convent. The good 
father, finding him a young man of hopeful in- 

clinations, taught him a few words of Latin, 
and in alittle time after gave him the frock.Qur 
fpark, naturally licentiousarrived by degreesat the 
moft eminent pitch of wickednefs. It would 
take up too much time to relate all the infa- 
mous a¢tions that blackened his character : a few 
examples muft fuffice to give you fome fpeci- 
cimen of it, 

In fpite of his crimes, he had learned to con- 
tract fuch a hypecritical air, that it enabled him 
to impofe on all the world. | His grave deport-- 

ment, his feemingly folid turn of mind, ac- 

quired him the efteem of an infinite number of 

people of all ranks.A perfon of quality, who liv- 

ed in the neighbourhood, was’ fo. fond of him, 

that'he took him to be the dire&tor ‘of his whole 
family. His power in the gentleman’s houfe © 

was quite defpotic. This lord had-a handfome 

young wife: the friar -fell in love with her, 
and refolved to enjoy her. As he was high 
in the good graces of madam’s chambermaid,he 

made her the confidant of his paffion, JAN~ 
NETON, that was the damfel’s name, com- 

-paffionated the good man’s fufferings, and pro- 
‘mifed to introduce him one night into her mif- * 
trefs’s apartment, while her mafter was bufy in 

an{wering fome letters that he had received by 

an extraordinary courier. No fooner did the 
perceive madam to be in a profound fleep,, but 

the accordingly bropent in the mn ine who 

pped 
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flipped dexteroufly into her bed, and fatiated 
his infamous defires. “The dane; whom his 
brutality foon wakened, fearing her husband 
might do himfelf harm, begged him to abate 
a little of his vigour ; and the game being over, 
fhe innocently dropt afleep again. ‘aes monk 
then retired highly fatished. 

About four hours after this fcene comes the 
noblensi to bed, when his lady_awaking once 
more at the noife,and knowing him by the light, 
asked him if he was not well, and for what 
reafon he had got: up. The husband told her 
fhe certainly dreamed, for that he had not yet 
been in bed, having ‘been kept up fo long a- 
bout his letters. How, fays fhe, have not you 
been in my apartment fince fupper? Indeed 
Madam, replied he, I have not. Here the un- 
happy lady fetched a deep figh, and began to 
fufpe& what had been done: fhe diflembled the 
matter however till next day, in order the bet- 
ter to come at the truth. She had before en- 
tertain’d fome fufpicion of the monk. Certain 
amorous glances, certain equivocal difcourfes, 
had perfuaded her that this wretch was a very 
‘debauchee, who coloured over his crimes with 
an affe&ted hypocrify. She had feveral. times 
communicated her fentiments to her husband : 
but he, far from giving attention to her prudent 
advice, rejeCted it as the effect of rafh judg- 
ment. Several times fhe made him take notice 
of the licentious manners of this friar, and 
his private converfation with her chambermaid : 
but the — was fo prejudiced in his fa- 


vour, _ 
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vour, that he conftrued every thing into an in- 
nocent amufement, and feemed' refolved tobe - 
the dupe of our fcoundrel Hiberian, 

" ‘Next day the poor lady, tho’ perfeétly inno- 
cent, was tortured with the moft gnawing re- 
morfe. Having been informed that the. friar 
went away betimes in the morning, fhe took 
JANNETON afide, in order to extort the fecret 
from her. She thought that ftratagem would be 
the beft way to come at it ; and, accordingly 
fhe deceived her by a falfe ‘confidence: She 
asked her why father ANDREW (that was tlie 
friar’s name) went away fo early without tak- 
ing his leave? To-which the fubtle wench rea~- 
dily anfwered, that he had told her the evening 
betore that he was obliged to-go to the city. ‘be- 
times in the morning, about an affair of con- 
fequence. Alas! faid vm lady, with ‘a pitiful 
tone, T am very forty for it; I had fomething 
"to communicaté to him. But I know, JANNE- 
TON, that you are difcreet, and love me very 
much: May I run the hazard of trufting you 
with the fecrets of my heart? Sree « 

Alas! Madam, fays the damfel, ‘can you 

doubt of my attachment to you? Believe 
me when I fay, I would facrifice ‘a “thoa- 
fand lives’ to ferve you. Never hefitate a 
‘moment therefore about opening your heart 
tome. — Wellthen, JANNETON, I frank- 
ly confefs to thee that | am paffionately in love 
with father ANDREW : but ‘he jis fo holy a 
man, and fo perfectly piows, that I am afraid 
he would reje&t my ardor with indignation. I 
- dare not give him any hint of my paflion: the 
remain 
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remains of modefty hinder me. Oh, my dear 
JanneTon ! how.fhall Ibe obliged to thee, 
if thou canft make him fenfible of my torment. 
— The-feene ended with a few counterfeit 
tears which madam let fall to. impofe upon her 
Abigail. 

This contrivance fucceeded to her wifh. The 
chambermaid, deceived by appearances, fell with- 
out reflection into the fnare, and cried out, In 
troth, madam, you may make your felf eafy : 
you are not fo well acquainted with the father 
asIam. I dare affure you, he will not be un- 
fufceptible of love. For my part, Ihave no 
reafon to complain of him. He has a tender 
heart, I am fenfible of it, and it is not his fault 
that we have . not****, : 

My dear JANNETON, continues the lady, 
do not deceive me. I cannot perfuade myfelf 
that father ANDREW, who talks of nothing 
but the love of God, fafting, penitence, and 
difcipline,. would forget his duty, to give ear 


to my foolifh paffion, You miftake holy ~ 


friendfhip for gallantry ; and he only tried thee 
the better to found thy foul. I am not mif- 
taken Madam, replied JANNETON: take 
my word for it, he will think himfelf at the 
fummit of happinefs when he hears of your 
kind difpofitions towards him.— Never tell me 
fo girl, the lady retorted ; I can by no means 
_ flatter myfelf with fuch hopes... Thou haft a 
mind to nourifh my flame, and thy tendernefs 
‘Makes thee deceive thyfelf. — Lord Madam, 
JANNETON replies, how incredulous you are ! 
Well then, fince I muf tell you ail, a 

at 
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that laft night, while my mafter was writing, 
I condu&ed father Andrew at his own requeft 
into your apartment, where, by taking the place 
of your husband, he obtained your favours. 
Scarce had fhe fpoke thefe words when the 
lady, pierced to the very hcart, fcreamed out 
aloud, and fell into a fit. Her husband, hear- 
ing her, fled to her relief; but it was with 
the utmoft difficulty that he brought her again 
to herfelf. As he moft paffionately loved her, 
her difmal fituation almoft drove him mad, 
and drew from him fuch outcries, as made 
the whole caftle ring. In the mean time ma- 
dam began to recover, and looking upon her 
lord, who was diffolved in tears. My dear hus- 
band, fays fhe, ceafe your forrow, calm thofe 
- tranfports, and leave a miferable woman, un- 
worthy of you, todie. A villain has deceived 
you, under a veil of the moft horrible -hypo- ~ 
crify : he has this night polluted. your bed. 
Think no more of your wife, who is abfolute- 
ly loft to you. 
Alas! Madam, replies the gentleman all in 
confufion, what is the meaning of this language? 
Tt has already thrown me into the moft violent 
diforder. For heaven’s fake explain yourfelf, 
and tell me the fubje&t of your forrow. The 
lady, withouthefitation, related the horrid ftra- 
tagem which the monk had made ufe of, to 
rob herof her honour. The waiting- woman, 
more than half dead with fear, was obliged to 
confefs her crime, and her own lafcivious com- 
merce with this unworthy father. Then the un- 


happy 
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py gentlemen was fenfible of his whole misfor~ 
tune: but reflecting. that his wife was entirely 
innocent, he endeavoured by carefles to comfort 
her, and mitigate her tranfport of grief. No- 
thing however was capable to calm her mind: 
a violent fever feized her, which in four or 
five days carried her off. The gentleman, 
though diftraéted with anguifh, thought it pru- 
dent not to divulge this tragical ftory, and con- 
tented him‘elf with cloiftering up the waiting- 
woman, without making any noife. Since that 
time he languifhes. through a melancholy life, 
and receives no confolation for the lofs of his 
dear lady. The monk had-no mind to return 
to thecaftie; certain domefticks having inform- 
edhim of the lady’s death, and what was the 
caufe of it. But, far from being touched 
with remorfe, and living better for the future, he 
has followed the fame courfe ever fince, 

‘An adventure happened to him about a year 
ago, which is very remarkable. He.preached 
during Lent in a country village, and lodged 
with a rich farmer who had a very handfome 
daughter. Already had he tried every wile to 
corrupt this young girl, without being able to 
fucceed. She had long been contracted to a 
_ youth of her own rank, and the marfiage was 

to be celebrated in the Eafter holidays, Fa- 
ther ANDREW waited with impatience for this 
ceremony, in hopes it would prove favourable 
to him. He was not deceived. There wasa 
great entertainment made on the wedding-day, 
when our hyyocrite refufed* to come into ci 

. i 
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much merry company, and chofe rather to fup 
alone in his chamber. 
While they were dancing after fupper, the 
good father examined carefully the bridal cham- 
ber, which, luckily for him, was feparated 
from his only by athin fir-tree partition, He 
very dextroufly took out a board, that he might 
get in after the bride. No fooner had they 
conveyed her to the nuptial bed, but the monk, 
who liftened all. the while, underftood that the 
bridegroom continued longer with the compa- 
ny. Upon this the good father crept into the 
chamber, and fairly took his place by the fide 
of his young wife: but fcarce had he attempted 
to execute his defign, before fhe perceived he was 
not the man fhe had married, and {creamed 
out fo loud, that all the company ran to-her 
afiftance. ‘The audacious monk, who did not 
- expect this difeovery, had no time to efcape. 
The husband, a ftrong vigorous young fel- © 
low, flew at him like a fury, and gave him 
fuch a hearty drubbing, that he was obliged to 
be carried home to his monaftery, where he 
lay two months before he got cured of the 
blows he received. 
Tt was not eight days before I took poffeffion 
of him, that he had corrupted a young girl, 
who waited on a counte/s that was taking the 
waters in this city. Impofed upon by his hy- 
pocrify, the wench addrefled herfelf to him, 
for her confeffor. After a fevere, reprimand, 
he ordered -her, by way of penitence, to wear a 
cord upomsher naked skip. Nay more, fays he, 
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it is neceflary that I fhould.put it.on-you my- 
if. The poor fimple creature made no re-~ 
iiftance, but admitted him into her chamber to 
execute his own fentence. As the girl was pret- 
ty, fhe tempted his flefhiy part ; and he fo well 
fet forth his cafe, that he obtained his defire. 
‘This adventure was never known; and well 
for him that it was not; for if the old devotee 
had been-informed of it, fhe would have loaded 
him with ‘reproaches, as he had fworn to her 
an invariable fidelity, 

While he continued at the waters, I infpired 
him to perform feveral legerdermain tricks, A- 
mong others he ftole the purfe of a German 
Count, who put the utmoft confidence in him. 
His devotee was concerned in the plot, and 
concealed the theft. This affair having made 
fome noife, I advifed him to get away; which 
he did very prudently: for after much enquiry 
it was found out that he was the thief. But 
the good German never attempted to profecute 
him, for fear of fcandalizing his order : an ex- 
ample that of the moft chriftian moderation ! 

Being return’d to his convent, he lodged in 
the hands of his guardian, the money he had 
got, and related to him the ftratagem he had put 
in pratice to make it his own. The good 
fuperiour laughed at the adventure, You have 
done well, faid he ; this money might have been 
employed to profane purpofes, whereas now it 
will be confecrated to the fervice of god. An 
‘excellent facrifice! faid I to myfelf. Without 
gueftion it will be very agreeable to the fupreme 
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being, who-accepts no- victims, . but: what are 


holy and. innocent. 


Scarce had I been a:fortnight in the monaftery, . 
before I was-furprized at the frightful diforders: 
that reigned. there. One-may juftly call this re-- 
treat a real. cavern of vagabonds;- who are all at-~ 
tentive to glut themfelves by preying”~on the- 
publick. With infinite pleafure every morning I 
faw a croud of pretty young girls arrive there, . 
who made no. fcruple of facrificing their ho~ 
nour to thefe wretched hypocrites. After din- 
ner every one: took his flight, in order to go: 
and gourmandife. with fome bigot of a burgher, . 
who regaled them with great pleafure, merely 
to havea fhare in.their prayers. I laughed as if 
Ihad been mad, at thefe ridiculous mummiuries, 

With regard to. my flefhly tabernacle, he di- 
vided his day always between his devotee, -and:a:: 
pious ecclefiaftick, whom he was conducting a 
great pace towards perdition, by infpiring him 
with a thoufand fcruples capable of driving him 
to defpair.. He talked to him of nothing” but 
hair-fhirts, macerations, fafts, and aufteritics: 
and, as it fignifies little to us devils in what: 
manner we get. human fouls, provided they 
come to us fafe, I infpired my monk with fuch 
moving difcourfes, that the unhappy pricft 
doubted ‘of his falvation, and at laft ran to 
defpair in earneft. 

Theafternoon he fpent with his old devotee, 
in making delicate collations, and fatiating his 
beaftly concupifcence. However, notwithftand- 
ing this voluptuous life, I began to be uncafy 
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in the foul of this hypocrite ; fo that, having 
refolved to quit it, I-only waited to be firft re- 
venged.on that’ fcoundrel, fecretary Ur1EL. 
1 had feen him’ feveral times, but without any 
inclination to make myfelf known. You have 
heard before how that devil fold and betray- 
ed me to ASMODEUs. Iwas not ignorant, 
that his principal fupport was that little bigot 
of a capuchin, the evil genius of the fovereign ; 
and having, befides, a mortal hatred againft all 
the people of that order, I was wholly de- 
termined on vengeance. I engaged my good 
hoft to debauch a pretty young girl who came 
to confeffion, and who was not able to refift 
the power of my temptation. In a word; he 
played his part with her fo well, that: the poor 
wench found an alteration in her health ; and, 
' upon the importunity of her parents, confeffed, 
that Father AnpReEw. her dire€tor, was the 
man that didit. Her father, who had accefs 
to the perfon of the prince, went thither with 
bis complaints.. Soon after Father ANDREW 
was cited, by the fovereign’s command, before 
the venerable confiftory, where the little capu- 
chin was to give him a fevere reprimand in 
his highnefs’s name. ‘ 
My individual could not bear the admonition 
with good temper. He anfwered infolently, and 
I infenfibly in{pired him with a moft violent 
piffion. In his rage he fell like a madman on 
the poor capuchin, and treated him in fucha 
piteous manner, that he lay for dead. All the 
court, upon this, was alarmed, The prince, in- 
formed 
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formed how. the man he loved like another. (cif, 
had been. affaulted, ran in,perfon, to the place, 
and ordered the good Father ANDREW to be 
locked up in a dark prifon. No fooner was he > 
_fecured, but I made my efcape out of his body, 
and took my flight towards the middle region 
of the air, where I wandered the fpace of two 
or three years, without knowing in what place 
to fix. I caufed abundance of havock in, : 
many-countries; but at laft, having vifited fe- 
veral remote kingdoms, I alighted upon the ° 
Grand Signior’s Seraglio. I faw there the chief 
of the black eunuchs, walking in the gardens 
with the favourite fultana, and inftantly took - 
up my lodging within him. : 

How ‘much pleafure foever I received in the » 
conyerfation of my fale Hermit, I could - 
not help thinking for ever of donna THERE- 
sa. I found in her charms which feemed to 
fecure her from all danger of my*inconftancy, . 
and communicated my thoughts on that fub-_ 
ject to my good friend AsraroTH:: You 
are newly married, fays he, witha fmile, and | 
your flame continues fierce: it would not be - 
juft to reftrain it too much. Go home then to - 
your dear moiety, whofe defires are not lefs ar. - 
dent than yours; but remember always, that I . 
am ready-to ferve you with fidelity, and with: 
out any: felf-intereft ; which is more than ‘can : 
be faid of many of your own fpecies, whé think 
difintereftednefs a fuperfluous virtue, When you » 
defire to receive~ any: farther inftructions, you 
need. only repair again to this cave; where I | 
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_ will appear to you upon regular fummons, So 
let it be, faid I, taking my leave; I will be 
with you again in eight days, at the fartheft ; 
depend upon my grateful acknowledgment, as 
I rely upon the fincerity of your promifes, : 





ry CRAB. ON. 


 AsTaRoTH Chief of the Grand Signior’s 
Eunuchs. The tragical End of the Brother 


Queftor, 


YY Nceed-not relate here all that pafled between 
if my wife and I: let the reader imagine 
what two perfons, whofe love was tender 
and mutual, and who poffeffed one another 
- without fear, would fay and do, Eight days 
pafied over with rapidity. My felicity, howe- 
ver, could not make me forget my faithful 
AsTAROTH: according to the promifeI had 
_ pnade him, I came to the cave, where I was 
very much furprized to find him employed in 
burying our dear brother the Queftor, Dur- 
ing the abfence of AsTAROTH, a ferpent had 
giided undet his frock, as he flept, and bit 
him grieyoufly. The poifon of this animal was 
f fubtile, that he died an hour after.; and the 
Hermit juft came back time enough to find 
him alive. 
You muft have been bufy indeed, AsT Ae 
Bevu, tays !, to be thus ignorant of the mif- 
fortune: 
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fortune of your intimate friend. Neither bufy, 
anfwered he, nor ignorant of what had hap--. 
pened: but the courfe of his holy life was at 
an end, andit was impoflible for me to preferve 
him from the fhears of the fatal fifter.—Be fo ~ 
good, Lord Hermtt, replied I, as to relate 
to me the adventures of this poor brother.— I. 
am very willing to do it, Chevalier, rejoined 
my trufty friend: but I inform you before 
hand, that they are not over-diverting. I will 
abridge them therefore, as much as poffibly I 
can. 

Father PANCRAC.1IO, that was the name: 
of this worthy brother, owes his being to a 
rope-dancer of the city of Naples, and a Tur- 
kifh flave, the daughter of a bafhaw of Ro- 
melia, His mother was taken captive by a- 
Neapolitan galley, and given to the vice- 
roy’s lady ; but falling in love with this rope- 
dancer, fhe eloped from her miftrefs, fled with 
him into the village of Pugliai, ‘where 
young Pancracro firft faw the light. He 
was brought. up in his father’s profeffion, and: 
grew eminent, not only for his agility of body, 
but more for his dexterity in fhowing flight-. 
of-hand tricks. The ignorant vulgar, who 
could not comprehend certain natural fecrets 
he was mafter of, foon began to look upon 
him as a dangerous perfon, who held corre- — 
fpondence with infernal fpirits. Certain phil- 
tres that he gave having fucceeded, all the 
young rakes had recourfe to him, to enable 
them to triumph over the indifference of ee 

cruel. 
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cruel miftreffes, One among them having been 
accufed of the. murder of a citizen’s daughter, 
who had recourfe tolaw to make him marry 
her, was. taken up, and condemned to an ig- 
nominious death. In his examination he ac- 
cufed Signior PANCRACIo, who, upon ad- 
vice thereof, made his-efcape to Bologna; and: 
got. admiffion into. a convent at. Soccolanti. 
After his noviciate, he. was employed in the 
quefture, that is, in going about to beg for 
the reft of the fraternity. His juggling talents . 
got him accefs into the principal houfes of Bo- 
logna : but having abufed a young lady of di- 
ftin@tion, he was-arrefted by the hand of ju- 
ttice. 

His. fuperior claimed him back, and they fet. 
him again at liberty, He had an interview - 
with his fair one, and gave her certain reme- 
dies, that caufed her dropfy to difappear. Her - 
relations; who had. proceeded only on fufpi- 
cions, were obliged, when the :fymptoms va- 
nifhed, to make him reparation for the dif- 
grace. His credit by this was fo reftored, that 
he even pafled for a martyr of calumny; and 
the affair, which made a great deal of noife, 
having turned to his advantage, he continued 
to live in his former way. He got confiderable - 
fums by providing for young virgins, who 
panted after the lofs of their. honour. Nota 
ftranger ever efcaped him. He continually vi- - 
fited all the inns, to fee who was newly arrived, . 
in: order to become procurer to their diver- 
fions. But fome days ago, an old hag, his 

aflociate 
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affociate in the juggling art, having been taken 
up for a witch, by order of the inquifition, 
accufed this poor brother of pra@tifing the fame 
charms ; and, but for me, he had become the 
victim of that. formidable tribunal. The. reft 
of his life is very well known. At this inftant 
the good father PancRActIo poflefles a high 
employment in our kingdom, and is more hap- 
py than I, who would gladly be in his place. 
But, as we were not now talking of what we 
with for, let us proceed to fome other fubjec. 
After this difcourfe my faithful Ast a- 
ROTH requefted me to give him an account | 
of my condué& towards donna: THeresa. I 
loved him too well to diflemble with him; but 
being more curious to learn the particulars of 
his life, than to relate how I had paffed my 
own time, I foon engaged him to refume the 
thread of his adventures, which he continued 
almoft in thefe words. . i 
As I told you before, I roved in the air a- 
bout three-years, During that time ravaged 
many @ province, and put many a poor fa- 
mily into confufion; among which latter was 
that of la CADIERE. It was I that infpired © 
them with all the proofs of that fcandalous \ ~ 
profecution, which was fet on foot to deftroy | 
Father Girarp, and ruin his reputation © 
with the publick. It was not my fault that he 
efcaped the hands of juftice ; for the proofs 
againft this good direétor were in appearance 
fo perfuafive, that I am ftill aftonifhed, they 
did not bear him down: yet I muft own to 


you, 
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you, between friends, that he was. only guilty 
of a few flight indifcretions, fuch as among 
other people would have paft for mere trifles. 
But as thofe of his order are mortal enemies 
to the Quefnelifts, and as I favour that fpecies of 
feétaries, I fet every engine to work to tarniffi 
the glory of that fociety, which, in reality, is 
the fcourge-of hell. 

I fometimes infinuated myfelf into the cont. 
pany. of learned men, and thofe mafter wits, 
who decide of all writings with an infuppor- 
table prefumption. I rambled thro’ all the 
coffee-houfes, to prefide in the difputes there. 
One day I fomented fuch a furious’ quarrel. 
between’ two: authors, that they could not~ 
compromife it without a good number of blows, 
= they mutually interchanged with. each. 

eRe: 

One was-a hiftorian of the firft rank, who 
maintained, by found arguments, that the Chi- 
nefe letters were well writ, and might. be 
ranked: with the beft productions of ‘the age.. 
He praifed: the author of them extremely, and 
put him in competition with: the moft illu- - 
ftrious writers. Thefe encomiums, I muft own, 
feemed: a little extravagant. 

The other, on: the contrary, who was only 
an. infipid compiler,: quite empty of all that is. 
called erudition, was obftinately refolved to . 
run: him down. He threw out @ thoufand in-.. 

tives againft the author. Every one laughed . 
in, this fellow’s face, and ridiculed: his igno- 
tance, Sceing’ himfelf become the objeé&t of 

~ contempt, 
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contempt, he leaps like ‘a madman upon the 
Marquis d AR GENs’s panegyrift. ‘The latter 
returned the affront, and, I believe, if they 
had not been parted, they would have ftrangled 
each other. 

But tell me, faid I, dear Lord HermirT, 
you who fet up for a wit, and a perfe& con- 
noiffeur in literary matters, tell me without 
prejudice, what is your opinion of that au- 
thor and his works? As to my own fenti- 
ments, Sir, anfwers ASTAROT H, I own to 
you ingenuoufly, that it is juft the fame with 
his who made the encomium; and I believe, 
that all thofe who have any tafte of fcience, 
will ever allow that writer the praifes he de- 
ferves. He has talents worthy of the higheft 
efteem; and one may fay of him, without 
injuftice, that he isan original, He thinks 
with great delicacy: it is only to be wifhed, 
that he had more leifure to corre& his 
writings ; but his produétions are too numerous 
for him always to avoid fome repetitions : 
this defe&t, however, may claim pardon. in a 
man, who is obliged to write two fheets a- 
week : there are not many authors capable of 
doing fo much with fo few faults. 

Befides, his deficiency on this head is fo amp- 
ly made up, by his fine and delicate reflec- 
tions, that it will not be furprizing to fee the 


_ Chinefe letters meet with a general approba- 


tion, It is what, Iam fure, I heartily with; 

for the man is one I very highly refpec&t: his 

way of liying pleafes me ; and if he had any 
occafion 
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occafion for my affiftance, I would leave all to 
ferve him ; but as he is already under the pro- 


a 


tection of AsMopEUus, I am not fuch. a fool 


as to meddle with his perfon. I fhould. have 
no thanks, Iam fure, for my labour. _ 
Friend AsTAROTH, cried J, interrupting 
him, I beg you to have done with that author. 
He is a crack-brained fellow; that runs from 
fubject to fubjeét : he fpares neither heaven nor 
earth; and, as much a devil as you are, you 
would find it difficult to fecure yourfelf againft 
fome ftrokes of his pen, if he did but hear 
you once mention his name. What a fimple- 


ton art thou! fays AsT AROTH, and burft out’ 


in a laugh. Be fo good as to inform me, Che- 
valier, what he could have to fay againft the 


devil? Are you unacquainted with our reputa- — 
tion in your hemifphere? All the civil things — 
imaginable are fpoken of us, Befides, the mar- — 


quis we are mentioning, is hand to glove 


with us infernals: we give him his infpira- © 
tions ; and of all the inhabitants of the earth © 


he is chief in PLuTo’s favour. All his fine 
fentiments againft the fathers, and other the 
moft learned men, which are fo much admired 


in his works, are fo many fmall marks of his | 


gratitude to AsMoDEus, his protector, and 
embaflador from our fovereign to his noble 
perfon. 
' AsSTAROTH was going on: if I had given 
‘him ever fo little room, he would have en- 
tered upon a detail that might have lafted, per- 
haps, till this time. He had already begun the 
hiftory 
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hiffory of the marquis and his heroine, when 
I intreated him to remit his narrative to ano« 
ther opportunity. Friend Astarorn, cried 
I again, I befeech you to let this author alones 
a day will not be fufficient for me to hear 
half his adventures in: rather inform me of 
what paffed in the feraglio.—Have patience a 
moment, Chevalier, and you fhall be fatisfied. 
An affair is juft now come into my head, 
which is of no fmall importance. I will not 
be long gone ; but I muft by all means take a 
turn to the city. The inquifitor is upon the 
point of expiring, and I have nota moment to 
lofe. ; 
Thefe laft words were fcarce out of his 
mouth, butmy Devin Hermit difappeared 
like a flafh of lightening. He had not been 
abfent however above twenty minutes, before 
_ he came back capering like a mad creature. 
His joy proceeded, as he informed me, from 
his having learned, that four of his infernal 
brethren had already feized the old monk, and 
were carrying him in triumph down to the 
regions of damnation. The Hermit was fe 
tranfported at the very news of this prize, that 
for above an hour he was ready to burft him- 
felf with laughter. At laft, when his rapture 
was alittle abated, he told me, that, from the 
foundation of the inquifition till that time, 
they had never miffed one of thofe people. As 
I was not at all furprized to hear that, I could 
not but wonder at his immoderate joy ; bute 
not daring to ask "7 any more queftions 
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on that head, for fear of being reftered with 
along recital, which I already knew the ge- 
neral contents of, I chofe rather to let him 
alone to his own extravagancies, This com- 
plaifance had all the fuccefs I hoped for. He 
by degrees came quite to himfelf, and calmly 
proceeded to rehearfe to me the part he had per- 
formed in the Ottoman court. 





— — 


CAF. VE 
Tustrigues in the_Grand Signior’s Seraglio, 


De you are not ignorant, the 
Hermit began, that the chief of the 
black eunuchs is poflefled of one of 
the principal employments of the Ottoman » 
empire; that he enjoys all the Grand Signior’s 
confidence, and is refpeéted and feared, not 
only in the palace, but in all the ftates de- 
pendant on the Porte: even the Sultanas take 
the utmott pains to engage his good will, per~ 
faaded that his. recommendation is of great 
weight to get them regarded by the Sultan, 
and procure them a fhare in his favours. As 
this is what they all pant after with the ut- 
moft impatience, they fpare neither flatteries 
nor complaifance, to make a friend of this 
prime minifter of his pleafures; who is, ina 
word, the arbiter of the happinefs or mifery of 
five or fix hundred women, that are_ fhut up 
wa 
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in the palace. He alone govertis them, and 
procures them what little liberty they enjoy 5 
for without him they could have no hope of 
ever fleeping out of their apartment. They 
cannot even walk in the garden, unlefs they 
have his leave: when they have the misfor- 
tune therefore to difpleafe him, they muft fub- 
mit to a fevere flavery, which often plunges 
them in the moft fatal defpair. 

As your great beauties are ufually very much 
inclined to love, I had room here to exercifé — 
my charity. Very far from putting on a fe- 
vere and barbarous deportment, I dexteroufly 
infinuated, that I would do all in my power 
to affift them in carrying on, and concealing 
their intrigues. Surprized at this change, they 
thought at firft, that I was endeavouring to 
enfnare them: for before my entrance into 
the foul of this man, he treated them all with. 
great rigour and inhumanity. By little and 
little, however, they banifhed all fufpicion ~ 
from their hearts. At one time I artfully con- 
veyed to them billet-doux, and carried back. - 
their anfwers ; at another, I introduced in the 
night certain bold young fellows into the gar- 
dens, where I fecretly brought to each of 
them one of the Sultanas. This’ behaviour 
to them made me gradually the object of their 
adoration. I was under no apprehenfion of a 
furprize, becaufe I could render them invi- 
fible, or fafcinate the eyes of all overlookers. 
Many Jews, to whom I gave free admiffion, 
under pretence of coming to fell their toys, 
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not only obliged the fair prifoners themfelves, 
but procured them other affignations. I was: 
confulted en every oceafion, and always ap- 

pointed to have time and place of rendezvouz. 
A young Greek of diftinguifhed merit, whofe 
name was ZAtDE, poflefied entirely the Sul- 
tan’s heart; but this lady, who was but lately 
come into the feraglio, could not bear the 
tranfports of his love. She thought of nothing: 
but the lofs of her liberty. About four or five 
months before, fhe was taken prifoner by a 
corfair of Algiers, who fold her to a Turkith 
Aga. As her beauty was matchlefs, the Aga 
made a prefent of her to the Grand Signior, — 
who, at firft fight, became defperately in love 
with the fair flave. But in vain did he purfue 
her with prefents and carefies; fhe feemed in- 
fenfible to them all. ‘Fhe captivity of the fe- 
raglio filled her with jhorror: her religion 
beightened her fear, and drove her into a de~ 
fiructive melancholy: her heart at the fame 
time burned with a violent paffion, which gave 
her no repofe. . I refolved to affift this unhappy 
fair, and reftore her to her lover, who had 
made a voyage to Conftantinople, in order to 
redeem her out of fervitude: I concealed my 
fentiments however, and tried every effort to 
gain her confidence, by giving her from time 
to time fome news cf her dear IBRAHIM 
(that was the name of this unhappy young man.) 
T had anexprefs order. from the-Sultanto.endea- 
your gainher affections ; but, far from ferving 
him, Igave hera frightful idea of his capricious and 
tytannica 
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tyrannical humour. By thefe means I infenfibly 
acquired her good-will. But before I proceed. 
with this narrative, I muft give you fome ac- 
count of an event which made a great deal of 
noife all over Europe; I mean the arrival of 
Count BonnevaL at the Porte, : 

Count BonnEVAL? faid I; I Bave heard: 
much talk of Kim: he has fullied his reputa- 
tion, by fubmitting to be circumcifed. Pub- 
fic’ fame indeed: reports, that the man never’ 
had any religion ; the Mahometan herefy, tKere- 
fore, may be the fame thing to him, as the 
pure doétrine of Jesus Carist. Yeu are 
mifinformed, Chevalier, anfwered the hermic. 
Mr de Bonnevax has never abandoned’ 
chriftianity ; that is only a calumny publifhed' 
by his enemies, in order to render. him odious. 
Hear me with attention, and you fhall be con- 
vinced of. what I fay: I will inform you of 
certain circumftances, which are unknown to’ 
almoft all the world: 

A fortnight after my arrival'at tHe feraglio,. 
it was publickly faid all over Conftantinople,. 
that the Count de BonnevaL was come to 
offer his fervices tothe Grand Signior. ‘Tranf- 
ported with the thought of being acquainted’ 
with a man, of whom fame had publifhed {» 
many different’ things, I waited’ with impa- 
tience for the Sultan to’ give him an audience.. 
But the Porte was in mo fuch great* hurry ; 


the policy of that’ court does’ not permit it to: 


grant favours of that‘importance, without ma-- 


ture deliberation: Jrwas a full month, before: 
Q 3 he: 
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he -could obtain any admiffion;. they affigned’ 
him, however, in the mean time, a penfion: 
fufficient to fupport: him with’ credit. 

The Bafhaw of Scio, his particular friend,, 
and who follicited this audience, had many in- 
terviews with the Grand Vizir and the Mufti. 
The point infifted on was, that the Count 
fhould fuffer himfelf to be circumecifed,- to’ 
. make him the more agreeable to the Emperor,. 
and procure his favour; but M. de Bonne- 
VAL conftantly oppofed this propofition, and 
never would liften to it with the leaft counte- 
nance. It is even certain, that he was upon® 
the point of Jeaving the Ottoman court, and 
eontinuing his journey to Perfia, which obliged’ 
the Vizir to prefs‘the Grand Signior to grant 
the fo-much-defired audience. 

In the different converfations he: had with: . 
the principal. officers of the Porte, the Count’ 
artfully gave them to underftand, that it was 
dangerous to require fuch a ftep from a man of 
honour.; that whoever is‘ capable of facrificing” 
his religion to court-{avour and intereft, de-- 
ferves no confidence; and that therefore they” 
eught:to excuf his: refiftance’on this head, as 
that refiftance was a proof that he was inca- 
pable of forfeiting his integrity; that his fides 
lity to the Ottoman Emperor fhould not be in-- 
ferior to what he had fhewn. to other poten. 
tates, whofe erying injuftice towards him, had* 
obliged him te abandon their fervice. 

At latt, after many delays, his highnefs de~: 
termined to give him a private.audience ; and,- 

in: 
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in order to dazle the eyes of the people,. it was 
publifhed ail over Conftantinople, that the 
Count had embraced the Mahometarn faith,. 
and fubmitted to be circumeifed. In the third: 
volume of the memotrs, which are’ fold under 
his name, you may read all the circumftances: 
of this ceremony 3 his difputes with the Imans- 
fent by the Mufti to inftru& him ;. his kind of 
exile into a remote province, of which he was’ 
nominated governor; his retreat into an old 
caftle, fituate near Caleedon; all. which are’ 
mere forgeries, the inventions of the honeft 
author, either to give fome variety to his book, 
or to fully the Count’s reputation... Thofe who 
know the country he fpeaks of, will fee at firft 
glance, that the writer has given us gratis all 
thefe adventures, and that he was not even ac-- 
quainted with the map of the country; for 
the caftle he makes him inhabit fo jong after, 
was demolifhed in the year 1719. The hiftory 
of the dervife is‘not in the leaft more probable.. 
Thefe Turkifh monks never live in the houfes 
of great men; nor is marriage-at all prohi+ 
bited among them. ‘The author had. made 
this novel’much more plaufible, if he had at- 
tributed it'to a fanton; for the fantons never 
marry, and are frequently received’ into the 
principal families-of the Porte, in‘the quality 
of almoners, 

The arrival of his three miftreffes at Con- 
ftantinople is nat lefs fabulous, The fame may 
be fuid of all the inftru€tions that he gives to 
the divans His Englifh and German — 

beth: 
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both died in the year 1726: and it is certain 

that if he had made thofe fine difcourfes before’ 

the divan, which we fee in his memoirs, there 

_ would never have been a word’ of them knowm 
out of that aflembly. Every one there, is o-- 
bliged to keep inviolably fecret all that paffes, 
under the penalty of certain death. As F' was _ 

‘ prefent at all the audiences that were granted 
him, I may be the more depended upon for an 
account of them, than any man living. 

‘Fhe Grand Signior received him in a gra 
cious manner, vouchfafed him his protection. 
and ordered him to examine his troops. Some 
time after he had a commiffion to difcipline’ 
them after the manner of the Europeans, im 
which he fucceeded perfe&tly well. He pre- 
vailed on the Grand Vizir to receive ali foreig- 
ners, who were skilled in the military art, with- 
out conftraining any man to alter his religion: 
His reafons were well relifhed; fo that he form=- 
ed a body of troops, 20,000 ftrong, who were 
able to make head againft the fame number of | 
any nation in Chriftendom. Adout three: 
months after his arrivalat the Porte, am adven+ 
ture happened to him that had like to have 
been his deftru€tion ; out of which, hewever;. 
he'extricated himfelf with great dexterity. 

An Iman, very zealous for his fe€t, hoping to 
do a meritorious work, and which would draw 
down on him the benediction. of Mahomet,. 
determined to lay a fnare for him, to oblige 
him to embrace the religion of the Ottomans. 
He had a daughter of great beauty, whom he 
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engaged in the project. Every one knows, 


that when a Chriftian has once had any com- 
merce with a Turkifh woman, he has no other 
way to fave his life but by turning Mahome- 
tan. ‘This Iman was one of the two that had 


_ been fent bythe Mufti. He had fince that 


time contracted a friendfhip with the Count, 
and engaged him on feveral occafions to come 
to his own houfe. ‘He even gave him admif- 
fion into his Haram; a very particular favour, 
which is feldom granted. —Roxa (that was the 
mame of the Iman’s daughter) had orders to 
difplay all her charms before the Count. That 
lord admired and praifed her beauty ; but took 
not the leaft ftep that might indicate the had 
any affection for her, This was the utmoft 
mortification to her father. 

One day, under a pretence of taking a walk, 
fhe threw herfelf full in his way, attended with 
only one femaleflave. ‘The Count had no fuf- 
picion: the received her with all the politenefs 
imaginable, and introduced her into his apart- 
ment without the flave. ‘The Iman, well 
acquainted with what his daughter was doing, 
came in immediately upon them, as it were to 
pay a vifit ; and exprefling his aftonifhment to 
find her alone with the Count, he made a ter- 
rible outcry, andaffured BonNEVAL that if 
he did not turn Mahometan, and marry his 
daughter, he would facrifice him to his ven~- 
geance. It was in vain that the Count pro- 
tefted he had not infringed the bounds of decen-~ 
cy 3 all his afleverations were sane gost Ri 

man 
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Iman carried his complaints to the Mufti. 
As the affair was ferious, and of great confe. 
‘quence, this chief of the muflulman law ene 
deavoured to win over the Count by a thoufand 
promifes, in cafe he would fubmit to circumfion: 
but finding him invincible, the Turk orde- 
red him to be arrefted. BoNNEVAL heard of 
this order, and fuddenly fecreted himfelf from 
the publick, taking refuge with a Greek that 
was his friend. He was abovea month concealed 
in the houfe of this Chriftian. 

After many fruitlefs enquiries, theGrand Sig- 
nior, vexed at having loft a man of merit, or- 
dered a declaration to be publifhed, by which 
he promifed pardon to the Count, and fwore 
by his turban that no infult fhould be offered 
him. Immediately the ‘Count appeared again, 
obtained a private audience, and fully juftified 
his. own innocency. Roxa, being fum- 
- moned, was obliged to confefs the whole truth, 
and that her love for BonNEVAL was all her 
crime. Ina word, fhe wrought fo much on 
the Count by her amorous proteftations, that 
fhe engaged him to marry her. The divan, 
in order to punifh her father, fixed her portioa 
at twenty purfes of gold. It wasat this time 
that he retired to a fine houfe, near Scutari, 
upon the Bofphorus, and not to an old caftle, 
as the author of his memoirs has falfely af- 
ferted, 

Let us return to Zarpe, the fair Greek 
who had captivated the Sultan’s heart. This un~ 
happy virgin fuffered the moft cruel perfecutions, 

not 
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not only from the Grand Signor, but from 
the Sultanas, who, jealous at feeing them- 
felves fupplanted by this ftranger, did all in 
their power to torment her. They left no ar- 
tifice untried, to make her lofe the affection of 
his Ottoman highnefs. They invented the black- 
eft calumnies to afperfe her conduct. Thefe 
fevere trials fo impaired her health, that fhe 
fell into a violent fever, which threatened her 
life, The fultan was extremely alarmed ; he 
waited on her night and day. In {fpite of all 
the prejudices the Sultan’s women had endea- 
voured to fill him with, he appeared ftill to be 
defperately in love with ZaipeE: which fo 
irritated the Sultana Valide, that fhe refolved 
to poifon her; and had effected it but for my 
prevention. I now difcovered myfelf to the 
fair unhappy Greek, and affured her of her li- 
berty as foon as her ftrength was re-eftablifhed. 
She gave credit to my words, and this good 
news abated the. violence of her diftemper, 
In a little time fhe was able to go through the 
fatigues of a long and toilfome voyage: and 
as I had formed a refolution to quit the ferag- 
lio, becaufe one of the Sultan’s wives, whom he 
had never touched, proved with child, I exe- 
cuted my proje& without delay. 

I fent inftru€tions to ZAIpDeE’s lover, who 
ill continued at Conftantinople, touching the 
time and manner of carrying off his miftrefs, 
When all was ready, Iconveyed the fair Greek 
into a felucca that waited for her, where Ipra- 
HIM received her with inexpreflible tranfpo ie 
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of joy. Without interruption they paffed the 
Dardinel caftles, and arrived at Smyrna without 
the leaft accident ; and from thence embarked 
for Venice, 

ZAtpD«£’s elopement having driven theGrand 
Signor almoft to defpair, he formed a defign 
of putting part of the women, and all the 
black eunuchs, to the examination. At that 
very time the tidings was brought him of the 
infidelity of the pregnant Sultana. No longer 
did he defer his refentment, but that inftant 
ordered thirty of his wives to be fewed up in 
Jeathern bags, and thrown headlong into the 
canal. The chief eunuch, and twenty of his 
‘inferiors, were beheaded: As for me, when I 
faw my individual loaded with irons, I made 
my efcape out of his body, and pafled over into 
Italy, where wandring through this defart, I 
faw an old hermit at the point of death. Loth 
to lofe fo fair an opportunity, he had no fooner 
breathed his Jaft, but I put on his habits, and 
took poffeffion of his hermitage. 

Such have been my adventures, Sir, down to 
this time. I will finifh my narrative with the 
hiftory of Zara You will not, I believe, 
be forry to hear the misfortunes of that beautiful 
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The Hiftory of ZARA, andJuLrian 
CoRNARO, 


3 HE Family of Cornnaro hasever been 
greatly diftinguifh’d among theVenetian no- 
bility. It has not only given many doges to the 
republick, but alfo brave commanders, and 
the moft confummate politicians. Of later 
years indeed, fince it has been greatly multi- 
plied, there have iffued from it fome branches, 
that have found themfelves in a very middling 
fituation: fo that JULIAN CoRNAROQ, de- 
{cended from one of thefe branches, was much 
more eftimable for his merit than for his riches, 
To a very advantageous figure, he added a 
mind extremely well cultivated. As ftudy had 
been always his chief occupation, he arrived to 
adegree of fcience that made him admired by 
all his fellow citizens. ! 
An inclination to travel, fo natural to a young 
man, having got poffeffion of his foul, he had 
leave from his parents to pafs into Dalmatia, 
to an uncle of his that was there governor. Al- 
ready for three weeks had he enjoyed the fweet. 
nefs of that happy climate, when going one 
day a hunting, he heard the moft piercing cries, 
which iffued from a wood, fituate on the bor. 
ders of the fea, As 2 was accompanied by one 
of. 
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of his friends, and fome domefticks, he fet fpurs 
to his, horfe, and rode full fpeed that way ; 
where he perceived four Turks dragging three 
women towards the fea fide. He prefently ap- 
prehended them to be corfairs, who had made 
a defcent on the coaft. He. attacked them 
fmartly, and killed two of them on the fpot: 
the other two ina fright quitted their prey, and 
faved themfelves by fwimming behind a rock, 


* “where they had hid their brigantine. 


One of the women being fallen_ into a fit, 
Cornaro difmounted to affift her. Scarce 
had he beheld her charms but he was dazzled 
with them,and to fee and to love her were with 
him the fame thing. ZaRa, recovered from 
her fwoon, and furprifed at this happy. deli- 
verance, teftified her grateful acknowledgment 
in fuch lively exprefficns, that he might eafily 
perceive her wit to be equal to her beauty. He 
offered to accompany her home. She lived in 
a handfome country houfe, fituate on the de- 
clivity of a hill, about a mile from the fhore. 

The fair Greek having related to her father 
the danger fhe had been in, and the generous 
afiftance CorNARO had lent her, the vene- 
rable old man, who knew him, returned him 
thanks proportioned to the fervice he had ren- 
dered his daughter ; and as he was exceffively 
rich, he offered to make him a-prefent worthy 
his quality. But Cornaro refufed to accept 
it: The only thing I ask of you, faid he, is 
to rank mein the number of your friends, and 
_ permit me now and then to come and enjoy — 

your © 
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your charming folitude. This was granted him, 
with tokens of the moft fenfible acknowledg-. 
ment. After fome hours of converfation, 
CorRNARO went home, his mind full of the 
idea of the lovely ZARA. 

The fair Greek, on her fide, had not been 
infenfible of the young nobleman’s merit. 
This firft interview, in reality, united their 
hearts by an indiffoluble bond. Five or fix days 
after this adventure, the noble Venetian, under 
pretence of hunting, went to pay a vifit to his 
Grecian friend: but perceiving ZARa walk- 
ing alone in a grove of orange trees,contiguous 
the houfe, he flew to meet her ; and as the 
opportunity feemed to be favourable, declared 
without hefitation the paffion he had conceived 
for her. ZARa, far from diffembling, or 
feeming angry at what he faid,- frankly confef- 
fed that fhe felt the fame inclination for him: - 
But, adds fhe, what will be the refult of this 
reciprocal paifion ? You belong to one of the 
moft confiderable families of the repub- 
lick ; your parents will never confent to 
a marriage fo difproportionate. Inform my fa- 
ther of your defign, and perhaps you may to- 
gether dnd fome expedient to remove thofe dif- 
ficulties I forefee. I cannot, however, flatter 
myfelf with the hopes of our ever being happy, 
and this thought gives me the utmoft uneafinefs. 
feduced by yout merit, and your high birth, I 
could not guard my heart from the fhafts of love; 
and as I am incapable of diffimulation, I have 
thought that fuch a confeffion would do me no 
harm in your opinion, Great and generous 
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fouls do not place the wifdom of our fex in 
thofe mean fubterfuges, by which no lover, that 
has the leaft knowledge of the world, can ever 
be duped. Befides, the cuftom of our country, 
and the maxims we always proceed on, give a 
fanétion to the ftep I have now taken. I know 
you are too honeft aman to make an ill ufe 
of my fincerity : I love you ’tis true, and per- 
ceive plainly that. without you I can never be 
happy ; but I know at the fame time what is 
due to my reputation, which I will never 
fully by any unguarded meafure.—CoRNARO, 
ravifhed with thefe fentiments of the lovely 
ZARA, {wore to her an eternal friendfhip, 
and promifed, with the moft folemn oaths, that 
he would never abufe the confidence fhe had 
repofed in him, r. 

This converfation would have continued lon- 
ger, if the father informed, that fignior Cor- 
N ARO was with his daughter, had not come 
and interrupted them. Overjoy’d at the fight 
of his child’s deliverer, he loaded him with 
civilities. CorNARo laid hold of this favou- 
rable moment, to propofe to him the marriage. 
My happinefs, fays the venerable old man, 
would be compleat, if I could flatter myfelf 
with the hopes of having a fon-in-law of your 
rank and merit. But what you aim at, Sir, 
would be attended with great difficulties. I am 
rich ’tis true; my family is antient, and with- 
out blemifh: but at the fame time you know 
that the Venetian nobility have the utmoft con- 

tempt 
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tempt for our nation, which they hold,as one may 
call it, in a fort of flavery. All that | can do for 
you, is to give my daughter a confiderable for- 
_ tune. Endeavour therefore to prevail on your 
parents to.confent to this marriage; and be af- 
{ured that on the celebration of it, you fhall re- 
ceive a hundred thoufand fequins from me. 
Above all, try every effort fo bring over your 
uncle to your interefts. He knows me perfcétly 
well, and I am perfuaded that if he enters in- 
to this project, you will certainly fucceed, 
Jurran Cornaro, being returned to 
the governor, informed him of his adventure 
with the beautiful Zara, and his defign to 
marry her. His uncle, after having maturely 
reflected upon the advantages that would refult 
to his nephew from this alliance, advifed him 
to proceed to Venice, in order to induce his 
parents to give their confent to it. He gave 
him all the inftructions he thought requifite, 
and wrote letters to his father on the occafion, 
~ Cornaro, having informed his miftrefs and 
his future father-in-law of the governor’s good 
| difpofitions, fet out forVenice, His parents, after 
| many confultations, confented to the marriage, 
_ upon condition that it fhould be celebrated pri- 
| vately, and that the fair Zara fhould continue 
fome years in Dalmatia, without ufing the 
| nameof Cornaro till the nuptials had been 
| publifhed and approved by the republick. Our 
lover communicated to his miftre’s, by letter, 
the reftrictions he was laid under by his parents, - 
tee y and. 
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and found her willing to acquiefce in them all, 
as fhe was perfuaded the family had too much 
honour to deceive her. No fooner had Ju- 
LIAN received her confent, but he departed 
from Venice to complete his felicity: but how 
great was his diftraction, upon his arrival in 
Dalmatia, when he was informed that an Al- 
gerine rover had carried her away a week be- 
fare. 
~ Coming to her father’s houfe, to hear the de- 
tail of this melancholy affair, he found the good 
old man inconfolable for the lofs of his daugh- 
ter, and ready to give up the ghoft. ‘Touched 
with the moft fenfible grief, ConnARo did 
allin his power to give him comfort, and af- 
fured him that he would either lofe his life, or 
bring back the fair Zara. And as the*mo- 
ments were precious, he with all expedition 
fitted out a felucca well armed, and failed in © 
purfuit of the pyrate; but could get no news 
of him till he came to Algiers, where they 
both arrived the fame day. Here the mafter 
having informed him that Zara was fold to 
an aga, for the Grand Seignior’s feraglio, he 
immediately fet fail for Conftantinople. The 
pyrate, obferving the matchiefs beauty of his 
fair captive, was afraid to carry her to Algiers, 
for fear the dey fhould deprive him of his lovely 
prize. He put in at Modon therefore, and 
offered her to the governor of that city. This 
aga was one of his friends, and accepted her with 
the more pleafure, as he ftood in need of a pro- 
tectrefs in the feraglio, Nor did he only re- 
ceive 
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ceive her with great joy, but from the firft day 
treated her more like a queen than a flave. 

The fair Greek, emboldened by thefe extra- 
ordinary tokens of refpect, refolved to open 
herfelf freely to a man who had the appearance 
of fo much generofity. She was unacquainted 
with his defign-; and having one day demanded a 
private audience, fhe fpoke to him in the fol- 
lowing terms: ZELIM, your kind behaviour 
to me gives me hope that you will not be in- 
fenfible to.my misfortunes. I am able to pay 
you a large ranfome: do but reftore me to my 
father, and be affured that his generofity will 
furpafs your expectation, My captivity will be 
the occafion of his death ; and you have it in 
your power to doan aét of charity, that will 
render your name illuftrious throughout all 
Chriftendom. 

Madam, replied the aga, I make no doubt 
of the truth of your promifes ; but itis entirely 
out of my power to do as I could wifh: I have 
writ tothe Porte, and you are defigned for the 
feraglio of his fublime highnefs. Ah ZeEtrm! 
cried the unfortunate ZARA, what have I 
done to you, that you fhould condemn me to 
fuch a fevere flavery? No, cruel man, if that 
be your intention, my death fhall deliver me 
from fo great an evil. Since there is no more 
hope for me, the fword or poifon fhall foon 
terminate my miferable life—— With that, in 
an inftant, fhe fnatched the aga’s poinard, 
and plunged it into her breaft. 

ZELIM, furprized at this ation, was in the 
utmoft confufion: the fufpenfion of his fenfes 

made 
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made him incapable of flying to her relief ; and 
in vain he opened his mouth to call for af- 
. fiftance. At laft reflecting, that after this fhe 
might poffible recover, he ran to the apartment 
of his women ; who perceiving his diforder,came 
with him to the fair captive’s relief, They 
bound up her wound to ftop the effufion of 
blood, and fent for an able furgeon to examine 
it, who foon perceived it was not mortal. 
The weapon had glanced befide all the noble 
parts, and only pafied through the fiefh. But 
as it was forefeen that this unhappy creature 
might take off the dreffing, they tied down her 
hands by way of prevention. : 
As foon as they faw fhe was out of danger, 
_ the aga put her on board for Conftantinople. 
Corwaro hadalready been there a fortnight ; 
and as, notwithftanding all his enquiries, he 
heard no news of his miftrefs, he began to think 
the corfair had deceived him, and was accord- 
ingly prepared to leave the city, when I inform- 
ed himof her arrival. ‘This tender lover was 
fo ravifhed with the hope that I gave him of 
releafing her out of the feraglio, that he offered 
to make me a prefent of all he had in the 
world; but I would accept only a ring of pret- 
ty confiderable value ; and to fatisfy him of my 
” fincerity, I affured him, that when he received 
that ring again, he might get ready a felucca in 
a certain place that I mentioned, and I would 
deliver him his fair Greek. You have heard 
in what manner it was done. 
Here 
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Here AsTaroTH finifhed his relation. I 
took my leave of him, after having defired 
the continuation of. his friendfhip ; and he af- 
fured me that when I had any occafion of his 
affiftance, I might find him as ufualin his ca- 
vern, 
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Ihe Chevalier treats Astarotu ill, and 
for what Reafon, 


I had been now fix months under the yoke of 

HymeEn, when I began to perceive that 
my fpoufe had no longer the fame tendernefs 
for me asat firft. An affected devotion, more 
than commonly ftrong, made me fufpect fome 


intrigue. I watched her narrowly for fome 
time : 


| 
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time : but all my attention, all my enquiries, 
ended only in this; tolet me fee that the in- 


| trigues of a fpiritual coquet are impenetrable 
to the moft jealous and quick-fighted husband. 
| I loved her, and my love is now degenerated 


into jealoufy. That fatal paffion deprived me ~ 


_ of all repofe. The uncertainty of my fufpicions, 


_ added ‘ftill tomy torments. I could not with- 


ftand a violent curiofity of knowing the whole 
fecret of her condnét ; and refolved at laft to 
get this myftery cleared up by my faithful. 
AsTAROTH. 

Being arrived in the ufual place of our ren- 


_ dezvous, I was vaftly furprized at my entrance 


to fee his hermit’s habit torn in pieces, and 
feattered all over the cave. The firft idea that 
this {pe€tacle gave me, was, that my fubaltern 
Devtt had been again difcovered by fome of 


_ the infernal lords, who had confequently car- 


tied him away prifoner. I was confirmed in 
this opinion, when after I had evoked him fe- 
veral times, he did not appear. Truly fenfi- 
ble, as I was, of the lofs of fo valuable a friend, 
I had already bewailed him with tears, and 
was going to quit the cave, when I was hin- 
dered by the coming in of a very venerable 
perfonage. Form to your felf the idea of one 
of your courtly abbé’s, who is naturally a 
pretty fellow, and now well fet off, after fome 
hours fpent at his toiltte : add to ‘the figure of 


this 


168 The Devit Hermit. 


this ,ADoNIs a red * calot anda + camail of 
crimfon velvet ; in all this you have fome re- 
femblance of the reverend perfon, whofe un- 
expeéted approach made me fall back three 
paces. 

Yet who_fhould it be at laft, but AsTa- 
roTH himfelf ? My furprize threw him into 
fuch a fit of laughter, that I foon knew him for 
my.old acquaintance. _ May it pleafe your emi- 
nence, I cried out, toinform me what is become 
of your monkifh humility ? --What is the man 
thinking of ? he anfwers. Do you imagine 
humility to be a virtue known among monks ? 
Is it not fufficient that they take the pains fome- 
times to preach it, without fatiguing them- 
felves about the practice? They harangue you 
from the pulpit: it is their intereft, and con- 
fequently their duty fo to do. It is yours to 
humble yourfelves at their feet, to open your 
purfes, to confide in them as in people who 
have all power in heaven and on earth, and 
even in our empire.— Very good, faid I, this 
doétrine is ftill more admirable than it is new. 
Your eminence feems perfeétly well to under- 
ftand your bufinefs. But may one dare to ask 
you by what means you have rifen to the dig- 
nity of a cardinal ?>—By the moft merry means 
faid he, in the world. Upon the faith of a de- 
vil, the fubje&t is worthy of your curiofity ; 
and I will give you the contents of it in a few 
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words. Have you never heard talk of prince 
ForTUNATUs, who, without any merit, 
has found the fecret of winning his mafter’s 
heart, fo that the pontiff now does nothing but 
by his direction? This wretch of a minifter, 
though already well ftricken in years, took it 
in his head to fallin love with a courtezan, 
whofe beauty made a great noife. Her name 
was Donna StRETTA. Shehadall thofe 
graces from nature, which are the ufual or-~ 
naments of her fex ; and the charaéter of her 
mind was not lefs admirable than the charms 
of her perfon. . Never did courtezan fhow her 
{elf fo difinterefted as Donna STRETTA: 
her heart muft be inclined to the man before 
he received any of her favours ; and neither 
gold nor diamonds could make the leaft im- 
preffion on her, unlefs fhe liked the perfon who 
prefented. them, Prince Fortrunatus, 
whofe immenfe riches were his only merit, 
could have here little hope, and he muft have 
died with grief but for my affiftance. The 
poor prince, who grew the more enamoured, 
_ the more he was repulfed, was at his wits end, 
_when J arrived at Rome in the habit of a fim- 
| ple ecclefiaftic. My figure and the fprightli- 
nefs of my wit, contributed equally to make 
me taken notice of by Donna StreTra, 
We foon became well acquainted, and I gave 
her fo much fatisfagtion, that fhe voluntarily 
quitted all her amours, to admit only me. T he 
pretty creature diverted me now and then with 
faying what was true, though fhe neither knew 


Nor 
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nor believed it to be fo when the fpoke. Cer- 
tainly, fhe would often cry, you are no man! 
Never had mortal fo much ftrength and vigour ! 
You are either a devil'or an angel! —This al- 
ternative would make me burft out in a laugh. 
I am apt to think I fhould have lived for ever 
with this amiable fair, if my duty had not 
prevailed over my inclination: but there was 
a work to be done, which would be me- 
ritorious at the infernal court. What his ho- 
holinefs was with regard to his favourite For- 
TUNATUS, DONNA STRETTA was to me, 
I pretended an ambition to become a cardinal, 
and made ufe of this pretence to her, to in- 
duce her to make the old minifter happy. The 
ftratazem had its effe&: I obtained the hat, 
and was loaded with honotrs and riches; after 
which prince FoR TUNATUS atrived at the 
fummit of his defire. Juft in this manner, my 
dear chevalier, go all the affairs of human life. 
Intrigue and vice are the fprings by which we 
move mankind, and by the pra&ice of which 
we enable them to arrive at honours, that 
all lead dire@tly to, and terminate at laft in a 
place in our empire. 

Iagree with you, faid], that the Mercurial fcheme 
‘has produced many men of note, who had ever 
continued in deep oblivion, without this effica- 
cious means of advancing themfelves. But my 
Lord, if I am allowed the liberty to fpeak free- 
ly to your eminence, asI did to the good her 
mit, I cannot help owning to you the repug- 
nance I fhould have to the ufe of any fuch 

b means, 
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means, in order to obtain the favours of for 
tune. —Think better of the. matter, Chevalier, 
reply’'d AsTAROTH ; this isa track that has 
been beaten by more than one of my brethren 3 
it isa well known way to dignity. Look over alt 
the moft fhining clafles of mankind ; gentlemen 
of the fword, and gentlemen of the law ; every 
men of letters, whofe names are enrolled in the 
lift of your academies, where none fhould be 
admitted but perfons of diftinguifhed merit ; 
you will find in them all fome who have acs 
paki the honours they enjoy; by the very 
ame means I have mentioned, As for your 
part, chevalier, how long have you been grown 
fo delicate? Why did.you not make this re» 
- monftance before I introduced you to Donna 
 Tueresa? pee ae 
_ Alas! I faid, that I had done fo in fa&. You 
dered me happy, it is true, in being propitious 
to my defires.: but that happinefs is pafled away 
like a dream. Iam now the moft unfortunate 
of all mortals. What ails you now, chevalier ? 
fad AsTAROTH with an air of irony. Are 
hes no longer pleafed withDonna THERESA? 
ell, if that be the cafe, you mutt e’en leave. 
her, and marry another, I have a long while, 
you know, referved for you a rich heirefs, The 
poor girl languifhes away life, and I dare not 
promife to give her to you fuch as you would 
with to have her, if you make her ftay ever 
fo little longer, May fhe and all her fex, 
| faid I in the anguifh of my heart, be for ever 
|.curfed! Women are all fickle, and incapable: 
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of conftancy. For my own part, I have re- 
felved to quit mine, and never to think of ano- 
ther while I live. Ah, my lord! would your 
eminence have thought that a perfon who has 
virtue painted in her countenance; that a per- 
fon, I fay, who has fweetnefs enough to charm 
the moft infenfible. man; ina word,~ that 
Donna Tueresa could be capable of in- 
fidelity? —Softly, foftly, Sir, replied Ast a- 
RetTH with his ufual tone of raillery, ought 
you not to have expected this misfortune ? Can 
a Frenchman be fo affe&ted with fuch trifles 
as thefe? 

How is that,Ast arorTH? Doyou call by the 
name of trifles the infidelities. of a wife to her 
husband ? What a diabolical manner of think- 
ing ! Men are very much of another opinion ; 
at leaft, for my own fhare, I muft confefs that 
the apprehenfion of this misfortune torments me 
to the foul, My wife is for ever befet by a 
certain ecclefiaftic, who comes to vifit her 
with impunity, and I dare not fay him nay. The 
perfidious woman feems to have fomewhat more 
for him than mere refpeét. For any thing that I 
know, my dear AsTAROTH, I am already 
become a member of that famous fociety, 
which makes more noife in the world than 
the free mafons. - 

For any thing that you know ? faid he ; why 
fir, do you doubt it ? What right, I befeech 
you, have you to be exempt from it? Have 
you not married a pretty woman, very rich, 
and poffefled of charms to engage every eres 

an 
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and captivate every heart. And did you think 
then, that fo many perfc@ions were for you 
alone? Beinformed, Sir, that a young lady of. 
Donna THERESA’s temper and conftitu- 
tion is deftined to give love and to receive. it. 
As I have withheld nothing’ hitherto from you,, 
I dare truft you with the fecret, that it was I 
snyfelf who infpired her with a paffior for the 
grand inguifitor, Your abfence makes their mo- 
ments now happy, and their mutual felicity 
at this inflant engages them both to wifh you 
may never return, 

At the end of this jovial narrative, I, more: 
terrified than a man who fhould aétualiy feel 
horns fprouting out of his head, fell into a 
fit of rage that had been fatal to his diabolical 
eminence, if the foul of this evil fpirit had not 
been fecure againft all my thrufts. In vain I 
endeavoured, time after time, to run my fword: 
through his body; and was regretting. my im- 
prudence in breaking the bottle of holy water,, 
when it came to my mind that I had about 


‘me a fcapulary,; which I accepted out of com- 


plaifance froma nun that f ufed now and them 


to vifit, The apprehenfion that my Devin. 


would make his efcape, induced me at firft to: 
diffemble : but the idea of my faithlels fair 
returning, I clapp’d the piece of fanétified. cloth: 
upon his face at once. It did wonders there :: 
AsTAROT# fell flat on the ground, and ut- 
tered moft horrible cries, For my part, in- 
fenfible of his pain, I made ufe of my advan- 
tage to encreafe his. torments, and wrrrped it: 
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fo faft about him, that he had no power to 
help himfelf. Mercy! good chevalier, he cried 
aloud.— No quarter, anfwered I; I am inex- 
orable on that head. What! have theimpu- 
dence to feduce my wife! Thou wretch, the 
moft horrible torments are not fufficient to 
expricate thy crime. Is it thus that thou pre- 
ferveft that fidelity which thou hadft promifed 
ane ?—Cruel man as thou art! replied Ast A- 
ROTH, howling in the moft frightful man- 
ner: fuffer thyfelf to be prevailed on, and at 
leaft do me the favour to hear me, before thou 
infli€teft on my body a punifhment fo inhu- 
man, 

His prayers, far from moving me, did but 
contribute to animate my fury the more. “A 
jealous perfon is never capable of liftening to 
reafon, or fuffering his heart to relent. ‘The 
torments of AsrARoTH feemed to alleviate 
“my own pains; and I continued them without 
relaxation, till at laft, quite fatigued, I gave 
way to a fhort flumber ; which the thought of 
my misfortunes, however, foon banifhed from 
my eyes. By good luck the fcapulary held my 
Devte all this while, as if he had been nailed 
to the bottom of the cave. I was tranfported 
to fee him again, and renewed his chaftifement 
afrefh, till the want of ftrength obliged me to 
fufpend my anger. I was now obliged to hear 
him. He endeavoured at firft to make con. 
ditions with me, and infifted upon being fet 
at liberty, by my taking off the feapulary while 


he told.his ftory; but 1 knew my gentleman 
too 
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too well to truft him, andI would only con- 
fent to loofen .it a little, and hold it all the 
while by the ftrings, that I might make it 
flacker or tighter as I faw occafion. 

What apleafant fight muft it then have been, 
to have feena poor weak mortal lead in his- 
hand one of the moft malignant and cunning de- 
vils in all hell, and that by a feeble piece of fer- 
ret of about halfan inch broad; at the end 
of which was a fmall bit of cloth cut fquare, 
and worked with acrofs! Shew me the heretic 
that would not have retracted at the fight of fuch 
a phcenomenon as this! But that excommu- 
nication, which is fo juftly thundered againft 
them, has fhut-their eyes both bodily and fpi-  . 
ritual, A great divine told me, that they would 
never comprehend even fuch a miracle as this, 
and that it was neceflary to give them up to 
their obftinate incredulity. This good man de- 
clared very ferioufly, that he had no opinion of 
thofe people who made ufe of their reafon. 
Tt had been herefy not to believe him upon his 
ipfe dixit : I had more wit therefore than to dif- 
pute the matter with him, though I then knew 
the following hiftory, which deferves to be the 
fubje&t of a new chapter, 
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The virtues of the Scapulary : Or, the Hiltory: 
of Father Casimire, 4 bare-focted 
Carmelite, The Deliverance of Ast a- 
RoTH, who difenchants the Chevalier, 
and lets him Jee bis Miftrefs in all ber de- 


formity. 


TH ERE is a certain city'on the Maefe, 
formerly pretty famous on account of its 
fituation, and for a very ftrong caftle that de- 
fended it. Wonders were here wrought by a 
bare-footed carmelite, by virtue of a fcapulary, 
upon which was embroidered a fort of medal, 
that he had brought from Rome, and which he: 
aflured the people had been bleffed by the fuc- 
ceflor of the greateft of all the apoftles. Father 
CaAsIMIRE, that was the name of our pious 
miracle-monger, was a fellow that fcarce had. 
his equal; large of ftature,. ftrong, crafty ;: 
and whofe wanton eyes, added to his martial air, 
plainly indicated that he was not always em- 
ployed in repeating his rofary. This hypocrite 
in grain had found the gordian knot of a moft 
refined courfe of leachery. Nota tender young 
virgin, not a pretty wife, who did not fall into. 
his fnares. ‘There was an emulation of piety 
among all the fair fex, which excecded any 
thing that ever was known ; and every woman: 
was 
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- Was eazer to have Father CAstmMire for 
her dire@tor. "This wolf in fheep’s clothing had 
infinuated to the ftupid populace, in the city 
and circumjacent places, that the medal which 
had been blefled by the fovereign pontiff, and 
which was faftened to the fcapulary, had a won- 
derful {pecifick power in affairs of propagation ; 
that it gave fertility to wives, and to maids fuch 
charms, as made them capable to captivate the 
hearts of thofe young fellaws they wifhed to mar- 
ry. Never was bookfeller more credulous in 
his favourite author, than the fair fex were in 
him: never did mountebank find a noftrumi that 
produced fo many effe&ts as our medal, which 
was emphatically firnamed the eighth wonder of 
the world. 

Imagine then,” that the fair, enchant- 
ed by the numberlefs virtues of this medal, 
came in droves to good father CasiImIReE. 
There, thefe amiable creatures fell down devout- 
ly on. their knees to kifs the precious xelick, 
which hung two or three inches below his girdle. 
This aét of adoration, affifted by a certain ef- 
fence that the father had taken care to get im- 
bibed in the fcapulary, fo tended to heat their 
imaginations, that they all went home highly 
fatisied. Ina little timea fpirit of enthufiafm 
took poffeffion of all their minds, and nothing 
was talked of among the fex, but the wonder- 
ful things which the monk every day perform- 
ed by virtue of his medal. Here a credulous 
husband was pofting to the monaftery with his 
prefent, and to render thanks. to the venerable 

mons 
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monk for having procured him an heir, of 
which he thought himfelf the father: there a 
tender mother, fenfible of the advantages her 
child had received, inceflantly fang the praifes 
of this divine treafure, to whom fhe fanfied 
herfelf indebted for fome booby fon-in-law, 
who had married her daughter, notwithftand- 
ing her uglinefs and iJ] conduct. But as there 
are no rofes without thorns, one may in like 
manner fay, that there is no felicity exempt 
from troubles. The good father Casr- 
MIRE was not long before he felt the effets 
of this woful truth. The devil, who never 
fleeps, infpired him with a certain temerity that 
made him defpife all precaution. The chro- 
nicle of fcandal was not more favourable, than 
the father was careful; and report, in a little 
time, began to open the eyes of the leaft bi- 
gotted. It was rumoured, that the good father 
owed the effects of his medal purely to noctur- 
nal vifits; and fome faid boldly, that the city 
was indebted to him for a good number of its 
inhabitants. Things were in this ftate, when 
he compleated his own ruin in the opinion of 
mankind, by the following act of indifcretion, 
among others, that obliged him to abfcond. 

A girl] of between twelve and thirteen made 
his mouth ‘water. This young pullet, more 
crafty ftill than pretty, was an overmatch for 
his reverence. She had a heart too tender to 
confine herfelf to one man, and no longer 
withftood the father’s folicitations, than fhe was 
affured from him, that his feapulary would pro- 

7 tect: 
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te& her from thofe accidents, which are the 
ufual confequences of the inexpreffible pleafures 
of love, ‘The lovely girl was already miftrefs 
of the heart of a canon, who had _ hitherto 
thought it his duty to fpafe her fine fhape; but 
father CastmM1re had not been ufed to fuch 
€autious proceedings. ‘Trufting to his induftry 
and his reputation, the friar kept no medium; 
and his pretty young pupil foon found herfelf 
affliéted with a nine months dropfy, which it 
was impoffible to hide. 

A canon is feldom the dupe of any one, efpe- 
cially in the affairs of love. In vain his mi- 
ftrefs endeavoured to perfuade him, that he was 
the author of her misfortune: he was too cer- 
tain of what he had done, and knew it could 
never be. The cunning prieft feemed however 
to be fatisfied, that fhe might have no fufpi- 
cion of his defign; but, fully convinced, that 
fome other had plucked the fruit of this young 
plant, he fet fpies about her, who difcovered 
his rival. 

It requires an ASTAROTH, or fome other 
of his fpecies, to reprefent the fury of this ecle- 
fiaftical minion, when he was fully fatisfied of 
what had befel him. Enraged to think he was 


~over-reached by a mufhroom fellow of a men- 


dicant, he never fufpended the effects of his 
choler, but in order to render them the more 
terrible, He refolved, by way of vengeance, 
to make his rival undergo the fate of ApE- 
LAR: but the friar, more vigorous and ro- 
buft than the canon’s emiflaries, defended . 
himfelf— 
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himfelf fo courageoufly, that they had reafon 
to repent them of. their undertaking. As this 
affair however did not pafs without a great 
buftle, it made fo much noife in the city, that . 
the good father, for fear worfe fhould follow, 
was obliged to withdraw. The lefs happy canon, 
befides. the mortification of having failed in his 
enterprize, faw himfelf expofed to the laughter 
of all the people of fafhion. In a little time 
after, his miftrefs,whom he ftill loved, not with- 
ftanding her infidelity, underwent that pain- 
ful crifis,. which made her the mother of a 
lovely creature, whom all the ill-natured cal- 
led a mixed animal. Perfons of beft fenfe gave 
all the honour of it to the canon, who was much 
better able to provide for the poor infant than 
the Carmelite ; for that father, fince his relick 

had loft its credit, was become very poor. 
.. Perhaps the feapulary that. I was. pofieffed of, 
had not all the virtues that, were for a long time 
attributed to that of the celebrated father Ca- 
SIMIRE : it was fufficient for me that it had 
the power of charming any devil, that fhould 
have the malignant impudence to play tricks 
with a man that is fubje& to the holy inquifition, 
I made the moft of this power a long while, 
till at laft, relying on the promife that AsT a- 
ROTH made me, of making reparation for all 
the injury he had doneine, Idelivered him from 
his fhackles. No fooner was he free, but he ad- 
drefied himfelf to mein words to this effect: che- 
valier, if I did not begin to habituate myfelf to 
the injuftices, of people of your fpecies, I could 
have 
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never pardon the punifhment you have fo cru- 
elly inflited on me. However, fince it was my 
franknefs that brought it on my head, I will 
live with you for the future like a fafhionable 
friend, that is, with a great deal of policy, and 
very little fincerity. 

How is that, my lord Cardinal? cried J, 
Is it in this manner thou beginneft to make me 
the promifed reparation? Are the injuries thou 
complaineft of to be compared to the torments 
which thy malice has made me fuffer ? What 
have I done to thee, barbarian, that deferved 
thofe infidelities of which thou haft made 
Donna THERESA guilty? Why didft thow 
at firft lend me thy affiftance, if thy defign was 
atterwards, under pretence of doing me fervice, - 
td make me the moft unhappy of mortals ? 
Ah, cruel AsraroTu! it is for me to com- 
pains and if thou reflecteft ever fo little on the 
condition thou haft reduced me to, thou muft 
agree that my vengeance is not equal to the 
greatnefs of the infult. If that be the cafe, re- 
plied his diabolical eminence, and fince I per- 
ceive that you really think as you fpeak, I par- 
don you all the ill you have done me, upon 
condition that for the future you never proceed 
to fuch extremities with me, without firft having 
well confidered the matter: for I muft tel] 
you, Chevalier, that if you are not guilty of 
cruelty, you are guilty at leaft of want of re- 
flexion. Ought you to have expeéted that I 
fhould undertake to render favourable a beauty 
truly chafte? If I had undertaken fuch a thing, 
and fucceeded, know that it would not have 
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been in my power to keep her faithful, We 
devils can do ill faft enough, and fuggeft it into 
the hearts of mortals; but as it is not in our 
power to doin reality any one good action, fo nei- 
ther can we prevent thofe diforders that we oc 
cafion from increafing of themfelves, Befides, did 
not I tell you that you would foon grow weary 
of Donna THERESA? Was it my duty then 
to foretell a misfortune, which, chimerical as it 
may be, would have corroded the pleafure of 
your moft happy days ? Ah, Chevalier, if I did 
not dread that .choleric vivacity of yours, I 
could inform. you of fome things that would 
foon give you confolation for the lofs of- your 
miftrefs,—W hat is it you. mean? faid I with 
precipitation.—I mean, anfwered he, that be- 
ing defirous to put you in pofleffion of Donna 
THERESA’s wealth, I fafcinated your eyes in 
fuch a manner, that fhe appeared to you young, 
and the moft charming creature in the world, 
though fhe is in reality old, and the moft ugly 
of all beings that live on this fide our empire. 
‘The grand inquifitor is not lefs duped than you 
have been, and will be happy no longer than 
the charm endures. 

The difcourfe of his diabolical eminence 
feemed to me at firft an_incomprehenfible myf- 
tery: but no fooner had he conducted me to 
my wife’s apartment, and taken off the charm 
that made her feem lovely, but I pereceived a 
creature more ugly than the pi€ture that As- 
yAROTH had given me of her. My furprife 
made the fly devil laugh, who now opportunel 
whifpered mi: to take pofleffion of a {mall . - 

et; 


The Devil Bermit. 183 


ket, that contained the moit valuableof Don< 
wa THERESA’s jewels. AsI had long teen 
accuftomed to put my hand often into a cer- 
tain ftrong coffer, the contents of which vifibly 
diminifhed, a natural inftin€t carried me thithet 
for the laft time, when I left nothing behind 
me that J thought myfelf able to carry off clecn. 
Then returning with Ast Ar oT Hu to the cave, 
I made him all the reparation he could defire, 
for my paffionate ufage of his eminence. 


CHA: PTH, 


The Author makes bis Peace with Ast a. 
rotTH, who informs him of fome remark. 
able Faéts, and gives him a great deal of 
Advice. The Author follows that of ree 
turning to bis native Cowuutry. 


B ETTER pleafed at feeing myfelf maf- 
ter of Donna THERESA’sS jewels, than 
a mifer who receives a large intereft upon a 
{mall capital, I eafily forgot that horrid crea- 
ture, and thought of nothing but in what way 
to make ufe of my riche. AsTAROTH at 
firft put on a face of anger, and feemed un- 
willing to vouchfafe me any advice. I had 
a great deal of pains to reconcile him to me, 
and all my excufes were infufficient to give 
him fatisfation. Never fure was there an in- 
fernal {pirit, that ftood more upon the pun@i- 
lio of honour. It was not the torment I had 
made him fi: Ter, that drew on me his: indiffe- 
sence; I had accufed him of perfidy ; and he 
R2 could 
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could not, he faid,: pardon me fo outrageous — 
an affront, 

‘To confefs the truth, I laughed in my fleeve 
to feea devil fo jealous of his reputation ; but 
giving way to his capricious humour, I declared 
myfelf guilty, aggravated my crimes, and beg- 
ged pardon for it in fuch a moving manner, 
that he was at laft overcome by entreaty, re- 
newed his promife of affiftance, and vowed on 
the faith of a devil to keep it. This peace 
was not ratified without a formal treaty, which 
both parties fwore to: I, that I would never 
fufpeét his fidelity and probity; and he, that — 
he would be fubmiffive and faithful to me, till | 
the very moment he was called home to hell. 
This convention having brought him againin- _ 
to good humour, he offered me one of the fineft — 
women in all Italy, in recompence for my lofs — 
of Donna THERESA 3; but feeing olainty | 
by my anfwer, that Iwas not difpofed to enter — 
again fo foon into the bonds of that faithlefs 
and deceitful fex, but on the contrary, rather — 
inclined to augment my fortune, he advifed 
me to enter into the venerable company of tax- 
gatherers. You cannot imagine, fayshe, Che- 
valier, all the advantages of that profeffion. 
I know them well, anfweredI: I am of a 
country where they are as much refpetted as 
hated: but, for my part, I love neither the | 
flattery of great men, nor the hatred of the — 
populace. Befides, I am a gentleman by birth, — 
and would not degrade myfelf fo far as to affo- 
ciate with a body of men, the very heads of 
whom were born in fervitude, or among the — 

dregs — 
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dregs of the common people, What a whim- 
fical turn of mind you mortals have ! replied 
his diabolical eminence with a loud laugh. The 
greateft part of you men of rank pique your- 
felves on achimerical nobility, which ruins you, 
and leads you im the dire& road to beggary ; 
whereas a man from among the meaneft of the 
people endeavours to pufh himfelf by all forts 
of methods, and feldom fails of fucceeding. How 
many footmen has fortune in your time en- 
nobled, whofe children are now arrived to the 
fummit of dignity? Witnefs the marquis de 
GRrace,colonel of a regiment,who has a fifter 
married to a count of an antient lineage. Their 
father was drawer to a tavern, and raifed him- 

" felf by intrigue to the degree of grandeur he 
now enjoys, and which has enabled him to make 
the fortune of his children. 1 know, faid I, the 
countefs and the marquis you fpeak of perfect- 

~ Ty well: I know that their father is farmer: 

_ general, and that he was of no higher defcent 

than the greateft part of his brethren: but fT 
am ignorant what means he made ufe of, to 
procure himfelf fuch a fplendid eflate as he now 
feems to be poffeffed of. I can give you fatsfacti- 
as to that, replied AsTAROTH, in very few 
words, P*** is the fon of a miferable poor 
peafant in the province. of Burgundy. At the 
age of fourteen, he quitted his paternal cottage, 
and went to Paris, where he got reception’ in 

‘a tavern, the mafter of which he had fcen’in 

his own country. The lad was then a good 
§prightly youth, and we had very great hopes 
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of him in our empire. He had not been long 
in fervice, before he gave proofs of his mercu- 
rial ability. His firft prank was forgiven him : 
but as they watched his conduét more narrow- 
ly after this, his mafter foon’ perceived that he 
was not fit for ‘his purpofe, and turned him a- 
{tray to feek his fortune. 

P*** had luckily got acquainted, and was 
linked in friendfhip with fome footmen, who 
came to drink at his mafter’s houfe. One of 
thefe party-colour’d gentry recommended him 
to the wife of an under farmer of the revenue, 
He had the good fortune to pleafe her, and fhe 
took him into her fervice, without enquiring af- 
ter his charaéter. ‘The good lady began to lofe 
the bloom of her youth; and P***, who was. 
nick-named JAsmIN, wasjuft in the flower 
ofall hisdays. He was exceeding nice in his drefs, 
and knew fo well how to feize Occasion 
by the forelock, that he went fnacks with his 
m fter, who about the fame time was made far- 
mer general, By his miftrefs’s order, and at 
her expence, JAsMIN was taught to read and 
write ; and foon after he had a place given 
him, the income of which, though very tolera- 
bie, was not fufficient to fatisfy his vanity. He 
was now in pofleffion of the true key of his 
own fortune, and made ufe of it to all poffible 
advantage. In lefs than twelve years, he rofe 
fiom degree to degree, up to the very poft he is 
ncw in, and in which he has amaffed wealth 
encugh to maintain his family in that rank, 
wh re it now fhines fo brilliantly. ; 
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I was unacquainted with this hiftoty, 
faid Ito my quondam HermiT : but, upon 


_my own knowledge, I-fee in .the revenue fo 


many other fhining chara€ters of the fame f{pe- 
cies, that I can never refolve to incorporate 


myfelf among fuch people. —Well, leave them 
to themfelves then, replied ASTAROTH, fince 


you fo diflike them. They are indeed proteéted 
_ by the principal lords of the infernal empire, for 


which their body is an inexhauftible fource of 


excellent fubjeéts: there has never yet been 
one member of it that fai'ed in the fealty he 


had fworn to us, But, continued my counfellor, 
fince this way of life, the beft indeed that can 
be chofen, is difagreeableto you, and you are 
afraid of derogating by it from your nobility 5 
why, fir, do you not take to the army? You 
have riches enough to make a figure there for 


- fome years ; and let the worft come to the 


worft, after you have fpent.all your money, 


| ie may get in with fome.rich widow, whom 


will prevail upon to re-eftablifh your fortune,. 


The army, faid], would pleafe me ey well, 
d 


if a man was not liable there to the difgrace of 
having others put over his head: but how often,. 
after having fpent all he is worth in the fove- 


--reign’s fervice, has an officer the mortification. 

to afee a young beardlefs boy, who has. no~ 
other merit but that of high birth or powerful 
protection, get the ftart of him? — Well but,. 


replied AsT AROTH, examine me then from 


head to foot ; would the fcarlet I am adorned with 
- pleafe you better? This profeffion,in my opinion, 
ha: 
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has charms that may feduce the moft modeft. 
As merit, at this day, has no longer a place a- 
mong us ecclefiafticks, there is nothing more 
eafy than to rife in the church. What cha- 
raéter among men can be more brilliant than 
ours? We are moft of us rich; all of us re- 
fpe&ted ; and we all enjoy privileges that raife 
us even above princes. Our head is the firft 
of mankind, and there is noone, not the leaft 
individual of our fpecies, who has not a fhare 
of the boundiefs power of that fovereign of fo- 
vereigns. Ah, Chevalier, if you feel any in- 


u 
: 
: 


clination for this happy profeffion, to what de- — 


gree Of grandeur may you not arife, having 
me for your friend and protector? For] muft 
~ Tet you know, that nothing is done in this il- 
luftrious body but by our direétion. It is our 
fovereign that gives a fan€tion to all decrees, 
that always prefides over their venerable af- 
femblies, from which we take the utmoft care 
to banifh, and even to anathametife, every liv- 
ing man whofe virtue is fufpefted. Now, 
Chevalier, what doft thou think of this? 

I admire, faid 1, to AsTARoTH, this 


pompous fample of a defcription, which how- — 


- ever is literally true. This makes me not 
wonder at one of our antient dcCtors, for 
faying that your country is paved with eccle- 


fiafticks. For my part, however, I would not — 


be one of them, tho’ I were fure of obtaining 
the triple crown. Befides, as I feel in myfelf 
no inclination to become a cabalift, I fhould 
make a very foolif, figure among ycu, and 


Tua 


: 
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run a great rifque of never being advanced. 
You only think fo, anfwered AsTAROTH : 


_ but that modefty of yours is owing merely 
_ to your want of knowing the world. Take 


this along with you, Chevalier, that as appetite 


_ comes by eating, the defire of rifing encreafes 


in proportion as a perfon rifes. Do you know 
the lord cardinal AMiron1? Nothing could 
be more modeft than that famous prelate, when 


— firft he embraced the life of an ecclefiaftic. The 


moft his birth could admit him to afpire after, 
was a fimple canonicate. Now he keepsa cha- 
pel equal to mine, and forms a defign no lefs 
than that of raifing himfelf to the fovereign 
hiearchy. If this great man fhould obtain that 
eminent poft, I expeét he would do more fer- 
vice to our empire, than a whole million of 
vulgar devils put together., One may juftly fay, 
that he is entirely devoted to LuctFeEr, and 
that none of usall out-does him either in ma~« 
lice or wiles, 

This prelate, though born of the meaneft 
parents, has preferved nothing of the bafenefs 
of -his extra€tion. His bold and infinuating ge- 
nius, has enabled him to afcend to the higheft 
degree of fortune. He once governed defpoti- 
cally, or, to fay better, tyrannically, one of the 
principal monarchies in Europe. He was obliged, 
it istrue, to leave that kingdom ; yet did not 


_ leave off to condu& the affairs of it. Nothing 


is now done there but in purfuance of the max-’ 
ims he laid down, and all his refined policy is 
exaGly put in practice, It was he that in- 

fpired 
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fpired the war that is lately broke out. His — 
brain teems nothing continually but great and © 
unjuft projects, whofe fole tendency is to drive 
an illuftrious family from a certain throne, 
which he thinks it pofleffes unlawfully. Long 
ago, through his intrigues, thoufands of 
emiflaries were fent into the dominions of the 
reigning prince, whom he called a ufurper, in 
order to lay the train of a fatal rebellion, which 
muft inevitably have broke out, but for the 
moft prudent precautions. AMr1RoN1 is the 
evil genius of the expelled and banifhed pre- 
tended king, whofe enemy at the fame time 
he would feem to appear. It is he that ftirs 
him up, that animates his caufe, that folicits 
all the powers of the fame communion to ena- 
ble him to recover a crown, which however 
he could not preferve even if he was peaceably 
poflefied of it, becaufe he wants all the talents 
neceflary te acquire the affection of a people fo 
Rubborn, and fo jealous of their liberties. One 
of the moft flourifhing monarchies of our he- 
mifphere enters into this vaft project, the exe- 
cution of which has been deemed fo eafy, that. 
his eminence, who puts all in motion, has dared 
to propofe an alliance in the name of the 
wou’d-be-king, 
. Inaword, heis the difturber of all Europe, 
and the inventer of all the confpiracies that 
have been hatched for more than twenty years 
paft. You may believe that all the fchemes he 
“put in motion, that his-continual hurry, which 
drives ‘fleep for ever from his eyes, are fug- 
gefted 
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gefted by intereft and ambition. He predicted 
that he fhould rife to the fovereign pontificate, 
and is refolved to omit no ftratagems, that his 
intriguing genius can furnifh him with, to ve~ 
rify his predi@ion, though, for the execution 
of his projeét, he fhould facrifice three parts of 
humankind. Perfuaded that he fhall become 
neceflary in the midft of difcord, he endeavours 
to blow the fparks of it at every court. A de- 
ftructive rupture has already broke out be- 
tween two very confiderable powers. He las 
bours, with all his might, to fpread the fame 
flanes in the greateft part of Chriftendom. If 
he fucceeds, it will be then his time to fith in 
troubled waters, and at laft to feize the triple 
crown, the morfel fo much defired by all the 
members of the facred college. 

AsTAROTH, who had refumed his pall 
humour, diverted himfelf a long time in relat- 
ing all the juggling tricks of this moft eminent 
prelate. Better-than a fecretary that has the 
largeft fhare of his mafter’s syat E he was 
fully acquainted with all the correfpondences 
and numberlefs intrigues of our famous politician: 
but as he talked too freely of the cabinet fecrets 
of fovereigns, and a little fhocked my natural 

difcretion, I broke in upon his narrative, in 
order to communicate to him a project that 
was juft then come into my mind. I per- 
_ ceive, faid 1, by refle&ting on all the profeflions 
that you have propofed to me, that there is not 
1¢ of them will fuit me. Without farther de- 
iberation,therefore, I am_refolved to give way 
to 






a Se ee ae eo Sy eae 
s x rf 


192 he Devil Hermit. 
to my natural inclination, that is, to continue 
the life of a knight-errant, which I purfued — 
before my marriage with Donna THERESA. 
But, Lord AsTAROTH, to render my travels 
agreeable, I {hall have need of your company. 
I fhould like to wander over both the hemif- 
pheres of our planet ; and that I may never lofe 
the idea of the places I have made any ftay in, 
I would every where make colle&tions of the 
moft curious anecdotes, for the diverfion of 
my friends on my days of repofe. AsTA- 
ROTH, my dear AsTAROTH, I knowall the 
extent of your talents: your humour is gay; 
your tattle amufing ; in a word, you poffefsall 
the qualities requifite to fatisfy my ruling paffion, 
and procure me new delights as the. days re- 
volve. If you will follow me, depend upon 
it I fhall not be ungrateful, and that you fhall 
have a powerful proteétor againft all the fub- 
jeéts of your empire, who may be jealous of 
your reputation. 

What fay’ft thou Chevalier ? cried his dia- 
bolical eminence. One may eafily fee that you 
were bred up in a court: you are fuch a very 
courtier when you want to obtain any favour, 
If I was not devoted to you as I am, I could 
not withftand the charms of your politenefs. 
Rely on what I fay, Sir: I will accompany you 
wherefoever you fhall pleafe to go. 





CHAP, 
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CAAT ach 


The Author is tranfported into the Capital 
of the Univerfe. Changes that had bap- 
pened during the time he was abjent, He 

- meets with an Adventurer, whom he knew 
formerly, and who tricks bim of good 
part of bis Fewels. | 


HE natural tafte that I had for travel 
made me highly delighted with the good 
graces of my faithful AsrarotuH. I gave 
him a thoufand thanks; and, as I was very 
fond of adventures, propofed to him immedi- 
ately the taking a trip to Paris, where I had 
fome little acquaintance, Very good, Cheva- 
lier, faid he ; I confent to it: but as I am fub- 
je&t to the orders of my fuperiors, | ought to 
inform you that I fhall now and then be obliged 
-to be abfent. All I-can promife you is, that I 
will execute as fpeedily as poflible whatever 
inftructions I may receive, and return to you 
as foon as I have done, in order to inform you 
of any thing you fhall wifh to know, and to 
give you my advice in times of difficulty, 
‘Then pulling a fmall phial out of his pocket, 
Here,fays he, take and drink a few drops of 
_ this elixir, which has the virtue of preferving 
human nature from all ‘thofe wants to which 
it is continually fubje@.. In fa&, 1 hid no 
: S fooner 
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fooner fwallowed five or fix drops of it, but I 
found myfelf almoft in the fame plight with a 
fat canon, who has fpent fome hours in ftuf- 
fing his paunch with the moft nourifhing difhes, 
“This elixir has ene property in which it exe 
celled even the beft food ; which was, that it 
refrefhed the fenfes, and yet preferved from all 
inclination to fleep. I was admiring the effet 
of it to Ast ARoTH, when he told me, that 
it was-compofed by the abbot Cu1mz#RIvs 
who had found means to ftarve himfelf to death 
with this important fecret. This, he added, 
ought not to furprife you. To fpeak the truth, 
the abbot, by his conduét, deftroys the reputa- 
tion of his drops. He_publifhes every where, 
that they have the virtue of making a man 
live three months without eating or drinking : 
but, at the fame time he fo boafts the virtue of 
his tin€ture, if any one invites him to dinner, 
he eats asif it had no other virtue but to whet 
the appetite, and famifh the perfon who ufes it, 
It was neceflary to the abbot’s charaéter that 
thefe drops fhould pafs through the hands of 
fome one of my fpecies. By that means all 
_ who ufe them, will conceive the fame idea 
of them as you now do, and may very foon 
make his fortune. If you want to know 
this famous -chymift, continued AsTA-+ 
noTH, you fhail prefently have it in your 
power to fee him, without being perceived 
vourfelf. 

"My metamorphofed Herm tT had no fooner 
finifhed thefe words, but he truffed me up upon 


his — 
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his fhoulders, almoft in the fame. manner as 
ZEneas took his father Ancuises. The 
aftonifhing rapidity with which he cleft the 
air, put me into fucha terrible fright, that I 
loft at once all the ufe of my fenfes. At Jatt, 
waking as from a found fleep, I found myfelf 
extended upon a grafly carpet, with whiciy 
nature had adorned the fummit of a high 
mountain. AstTArRotT#, whom I did not ac 
firft fee, appeared to me all of a fudden. 
Where do you think yourfelf now, Sir? faid 
he with a laugh. Without doubt, faid I, I 
am juft where it has pleafed your eminence to 
bring me. But your world has been fo very 
indifferently defcribed to us, that I ought to be 
a devil myfelf to know what part of it I am in. 


Look you there,faid he, pointing with his finger; 


on that fide lies the native country of all po- 
lite people. We have becm but three days or 
our journey, and I could have brought you hi- 
ther in much lef time, if F had not been de- 
tained a little at Lyons by a job, which was to 
infpire a very good man with the refolution to 
rob his brother, for the fervice of a prieft whom 
T prote&. I fhall have another opportunity here- 
after to give you a narrative of this.affair, whicli 
was attended with variety of confequences, and 
a great many curious and interefting fats, 
that will afford you fome diverfion. 

The joy I conceived at revifiting my native 


place, took fuch full poffeffion of my mind, 


that [ was not fufceptible of any other pleafure; 
Idid not infift upon the ftory ; and Ast a- 
5 2 ROT 
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took leave of me; telling me, that fince I was 
in a country well known to me, I muft 
- not take itamifs if he left me among my old 
acquaintance, for that he would come back 
to me after he had compleated the great work 
that was begun at Lyons. As I had in reality 
very ftrong engagements in this capital, and 
_ expeted to find there many relations and 
friends, without running the rifque of being 
deteted concerning my former frolicks, I gave 
a carte blanche to my guide, and even left the 
time of his return to his own diferetion. The 


moment he quitted meI took the road for Paris, © 


_and entered that city juft at the clofe of the 
day. 

‘My firft care, after providing myfelf with a 
lodging, was to clothe me in a manner fuitable 
to the figure I intended to make. I had plenty 
ef cafh upon me, and fo was furnifhed with 
every thing I wanted in an inftant. An utter 
firanger would have thought he had to do with 
conjurers, fo many workmen were ready to ex~ 
ecute whatever I commanded. In lefs than a 
week I was compleatly equipped, as well with 
linnen as with every other part of drefs. My 
ambition however, was not fatisfied, till after I 
had formed my houfehold, which confifted of 
feven or eight fervants, three of whom were 
dreficd in the moft fplendid liveries. I was 
not then afraid of appearing among my rela- 
tions, who perhaps would have received me 
lef couitcoufly if this magnificent equipage had 

: not 


ROTH, who knew my _ inward fentiments, 
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not dazzled their eyes. My fund, great as it 
was at prefent, was far from being fuffcient 
to fupport the luxury I lived in any long 
time ; but, as I always depended on‘ the friend- 
fhip of AsTaroTH, I made no fcruple of 
going on, and had none of thofe anxieties, 
that the furprifing dimunition of my capital 
muft otherwife have given me. A continued 
fucceffion of pleafures, that were every day 
diverfified, made the moments pafs merrily a- 
_way. Good eating and drinking, variety of 
miftrefles, gaming, and the playhoufe, made 
up the whole of my employment. Both fexes 
were fond of my company ; all my friends 
feemed to contend among themfelves who 
-fhould fet the higheft price on my favours,, and 
¥ was regarded as the oracle of every aflembly, 
that I deigned to honour with mry prefence. [ 
muft ferioufly own however, that, though open 
enough to flattery, I wasnot entirely the dupe 
of it. I had too much reafon not to perceive 
that all my merit, and all the praifes that were 
lavifhed on me, were owing to my generofity 
and luxury yet fuch is the character. of human 
naturein general, that it is fond of fecding on 
an imaginary good, Vanity is a kind of 
drunkennefs, fo much the. more dangerous as 
it leads us into the moft foolith extravagancies. 
Six months pafled‘away in this manner, at the 
end of which the lownefs of my ftock made me 
reflect on the abfence-of AsTArotrnH. For 
many days I endeavoured to evoke him, and® 
all.to no purpote ; be as his honefty could not 
3 
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poffibly be now fufpe&ted by me, after all the 
fervices I had received from him, I concluded — 
that fome devil of high rank, who had a right 
over him, was the occafion of this difappoint~ — 
ment. It was lucky for me, that I had a | 
good ftock of jewels ftill left. I refolved to dif- 
pofe of a part of thefe, and began in fome mea- 
fure to retrench my expences, This deprived 
“me of fome of my friends, the lofs of whom 
I no otherwife regretted, than as a mifer 
would the lofs of a parafite. The pleafures I | 
received were now lefs noify, but more real 
and rational. I fpent my time in admiring the — 
ornaments of the city, which are very nume- — 
vous, and happily encreafing every day. A 
man of wit, of my acquaintance, who 
had free accefs to the provoft of the merchants, 
introduced me to that magiftrate. He was a 
man of merit, but infatuated with his own 
projets, of which he talked eternally to all 
who came near him. One of the keys on the 
_ river fide, among other things, which he had — 
caufed to be enlarged at his entrance on his of- 
fice, and to which he added a parapet wall, 
“was in his own opinion a mafterly performance, — 
and the fubject of much difcourfe. One day, 
when my friend and I were in his company, 
he addrefled himfelf to us thus: it is furprifing 
that not one of the wits of the town has. 
thought of making at leaft one ftanza of fix 
“lines in praife of that public work. We fhall 
fee if the folar quadrant, which I am going to 
“ eredt, will not roufe them from this lethargy. 
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As my friend was the man who paffed for 
the brighteft fellow in company, and did not 
do himfelf the injuftice to refufe the honour of 
that fine quality, he took this refletion as if 
levelled dire&tly at him, What do you think, 
(faid he to me, as foon as we were by ourfelves): 
of the philofopher Turco? Does not that 
mafter-piece of his deferve to be immortaliz’d’ 
by an ode? I think at the leaft, fince he is fo: 
modeft as to be content with one ftanza, one 
ought to oblige him fo far. Then taking out his 
memorandum book, without more meditation,, 
he wrote thefe verfes : 


When provoft Turco was in place,. 
And noted here too little fpace,. 
He added this fame border, 
All you that come, and all who go, 
Render your thanks to good Tur Goz, 
The glory of his order. 


T had fucked in fomewhat of AsT AROT H’S. 
eharacter,and the character of my friend was not 
much lefs malignant than mine,I took him to fup: 
with me, when he was eafily perfuaded to make 
me a prefent of this epigram. I had it imme- 
diately tranfcribed, and fent a fervant to pafte’ 
it up over the key. In a word, all Paris prefent- 
ly had it by heart ; every one diverted himfelf at 
the expence of the magiftrate, whofe vanity 
was well known.- You may depend upon ‘it 
we paid him no more vifits after this our paf- 
quinade, My friend, though known for the 

author 
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author of the verfes, loft nothing by them but . 
a dinner now arid then, which he ufed to get’at 
the provoft’s ; a lofs which I fully made up to 
him, asI could never wear out that natural 
generofity of temper; that gradually reduced 
me to live by my wits. 

A good part of my jewels were already foi, 
‘and the money difperfed. F could not prevail 
on myfelf to difcharge an equipage that I had 
been fome time ufed to: a gentleman, in my 
opinion, had much better be dead, than without 
this mark of diftiné&tion. Full of this chime- 
sical idea, I durft not look forwards on the 
uncertainty of my future condition, but I felt 
my heart pierced with the moft fenfible grief. 
My recourfe was toAstARKOTH, whom Ie- 
voked-to no purpofe. The cruel Demon, 
taken up with other adventures, laughed at my 
imaginary diftrefs: and indeed I fometimes. 
looked upon my troublesin ‘the fame light my- 
felf, in the confidence I had of his fidelity. In 
fine, the Iaftremedy to my uneafinefs was the 
frequenting of plays and public~diverfions, or 
taking a walk in company. 

_ One evening, as I came from the opera, the 
unskilfulnefs of the coachman made him ron 
foul of a very fplendid equipage. Four 
fwinging pages, drefled in gaudy liveries, fell 
to quarrelling with my fervants, and threatened 
them hard. - As I was afraid the fellows might 
Belong to fome embaflador, or foreign prince, 
and being loth to have any difpute with a per- 
fon of fuch high quality, I immediately got 
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out of my coach to appeafe the fray. The 
pretended prince fhewed the fame politenefs : 
but fcarce were his feet on the ground before 
I knew him for the marquis CRAMOISsI, an 
Italian by birth,and formerly my acquaintance, 
Our fituation with regard to each other, at leaft 
in appearance, was very different from that. in 
which we had known each other formerly. E+ 
qually aftonifhed at this rencounter,our firft fen- 
timents on both fides obliged us to teftify fome 
furprife; but the place not being proper for 
coming to anexplanation together, our equi- 
pages were no fooner difentangled than the 
“marquis made me get into his coach, in which 
we were driven, followed by mine, to a fu- 
perb hotel that he inhabited. The furniture of it, 
which I took for his own, made me judge, by 
its magnificence, that he was one of the richeft 
lords in Europe. Amazed at fo advantageous 
a change in his fortune, I conjectured that he 
muft have fome genius under his command of 
the temper of Asmope£vUs, and more punc- 
tual than the faithlefsAstrarotu. He was 
indeed fo happy as to be in the good graces of 
the firft prince of the blood, who governed 
the whole kingdom, and at the fame time en- 
joyed the favours of madame the princefs of 
E**, whofe lover he openly profeffed himfelf, 
and to whom he was the chief in regard among 
many. I had formerly heard fpeak of the lavifh 
bounty of this princefgs on the like occafions. As 
time had very much preyed on her charms, and 
the marquis was in all the vigour of hisage, [ 
confidered 


202 The Devil Hermit. 

confidered this conqueft as the fweeteft morfel 
that could fall into the mouth of an adventu- 
rer. In effect, he confeffed that within a little 
more than a year paft, which was the time he 
had been acquainted with her, he had drawn 
from her near eight hundred thoufand livres, 
without putting her to any other trouble than 
that of making him one of the bankers to the 
parties of gaming, that were held daily in her 

ace. 

Thefe games. was baflet, pharaoh, and 
lanfquenet. ‘They began. ufually about ten 
or eleven o’clock in the evening, and conti- 
nued till five or fix the next morning. The 
marquis offered to introduce me to them, and 
curiofity made me accept his propofition, We 
arrived there in vety good time, while 
the company was yet thin: but in a few mi- 
nutes the aflembly became as numerous and 
brilliant as what I have feen in an opera, with 
only this difference, that at the princefs’s it 
was compofed of men only, dreficd fome of 
them more richly than others. Several halls, 
in the midft of which ftood tables appointed 
for the different games, were illuminated in 
every part. Scarce did they all feem fufficient 
to contain the numbers that crowded them. As 
the marquis was one of the bankers at baflet, 
he left me to aflume his poft, which muft cer- 
tainly be very lucrative, fince it conftituted the 
principal part of his revenue. What furprifed 
me the moft, after viewing the company fome 


moments, was to fee a great number of eccle- 
fiafticks 
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fiafticks among the cabals of the gamefters, My 
firft refle€tion made me look on them as a par- 
ce] of dupes: yetI could not refift the caprice 
of fortune, whol faw was ruining fome, and 
fhowering down ‘her favours on_ others, 
I had fifty Lewis’s left, which I always 
carried in my pocket. Seduced by ill ex- 
ample, I hazarded fome of them, which in 
cfs than an hour were increafed to near an 
hundred times as many. The fortunate fuccefs 
of this firft attempt did not permit me to ftop 
thort in fo delightful a road: I was animated 
by the defire of gain to purfue my point, and 
ftaked my money with {fo little prudenc, that 
in a few moments I loft not anly what I had 
‘won, but the fifty pieces I had in my purfe, 
which was my whole ftock of ready cafh. 

Such is the fatal paffion of gaming, that 
whether a man wins or lofes, he can never con- 
tain himfelf within reafonable bounds. For my 
part, diftraéted to fee myfelf two hundred 
Lewis’s worfe than I had thought myfelf juft 
before, without reflecting that three fourths of 
this number belonged perhaps to thofe who had 
now won them from me, I could not take the 
refolution to become wife at my own expence. 
I went dire&tly to the marquis, who was in 
another hall, and asked him to lend me twenty- 
five pieces upon a diamond of value that I had 
on my finger. He would not accept the pledge, 
but told me down in a moment the fum I de- 
manded. Thefe twenty five Lewis’s were in- 
Sufficient to recover my loft fortune: the 

latted 
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Jafted me however, with good management, to — 
the end of the play when I had only three 
or four left. “With thefe I retired full of cha- 
grin, as I faw myfelf obliged to a new fale of my 
, jewels, in order to recruit my pockets,and make 
fatisfaction to a friend who had trufted me on 
my word. 
How prejudicial foever the meeting of the 
marquis had been to my fmall fortune, my 
acknowledgments to him were not the lefs 
warm. He had lent me money in the moft o- 
bliging manner, and hearing, as we came out, 
that I had loft it, he made me an offer of the like 
fum, which I accepted on the condition that he 
- fhould come anddine with me. At this meet- 
ing, I confefs, I found him altogether worthy 
‘of the good fortune he enjoyed; and, grate~ 
fully fenfible of this double proof of his friend- 
fhip, I thought I could not do better than lay 
open to him all my cricumftances. He did 
not feem to think them fo defperate as I did, 
efpecially after taking an inventory of my 
jewels, which he valued at above one hundred 
thoufand franks. My condition however feem- 
ed to affe& him, and, in order to repay my 
freedom of fpeech, at leaft apparently, jin the 
fame coin, he advifed me to turn my effeéts 
into money,and by making prefents to purchafe 
the place of gentlemen to the princefs, whofe 
bounty he lived on. Chevalier, faid he, in 
the moft infinuating tone, a man of your figure 
may have pretenfions enough at fuch a court as 
we are in, efpecially when reafon, more than 
4 es love 
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love, engages him toa woman of the princefs’s 
age and inclinations, For my part, who am 
no longer amorous, far from proving your ri- 
yal.on fuch an occafion, I fhall fee with joy 
your fortune equal to my own, fince it may 
very well:be fo without the leaft prejudice to 
me. If you had fome employment which gave 
you accefs to the princefs, it would not be long, 
lam certain, before you came in fnacks with 
us; and your recompenfe, as wellas mine now 
is, would be to become an eighth fharer in the 
profits which our gaming ftock produces; for 
the moft famous academy in Paris is kept in her 
palace. As all the prime nobility pundtually 
attend there, and we bankers at baffet and 
pharaoh underftand the play perfe@ly well, 
our office brings us in an immenfe annual fund. 
In a word, chevalier, if you except oniy a 
few prefents which her royal highnefs now and 
then honours me with, it is this fund that 
fupports all my expences on the foot that you 
fee them. 

If I had a_grateful fenfe-of the marquis’s 
firft civilities, I had a much greater of. thofe 
offers, which gave me the profpe& of a fortune 


- as brilliant as his, and to which’ all my ambi- 


tion tended. I was almoft befide myfelf with. 
refpect, and could not tell how to exprefs my 
thanks in terms fufficiently ftrong. I am ens 
tirely yours, cried I, my dear marquis: dif- 


_po‘e of me as you pleafe. From this time I will 
_-conform my conduct to your advice, which I - 


will follow ‘with all the confidence that your 
fy good 
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good will deferves from an old friend whocan 
never forget you, ; 

After having again affured me, that he had . 
nothing more at heart than to oblige me, Were 
I, faid he, in your place, the firft thing I would 
do fhould be to fell my jewels. Money you 
well: know is at this day the primum mobile of 
all things. One part will ferve to fupport you 
a little in the way of life you have taken up ; 
and the reft muft be employed in making pre- 
fents to the princefs’s ladies of honour, to whom 
I will immediately introduce you. By this 
means you will foon become her highnefs’s gen- 
tleman: you muft accept this poft at firft with- 
out any falary; and that point being carried, 
your whole future fortune will be in your own 
hands. ‘The marquis ended his enchanting dif- 
courfe by offering to take on himfelf the dif- 
pofal of my jewels, which he pretended he 
could make as much of as any jeweller, 

If I had reflected, at that moment, on the 
rmarquis’s former way of life, of which I knew 
a thoufand anecdotes not -very favourable to 
his reputation, perhaps my diftruft had made 
. me efcape all his fnares: but, dazzled witha 
future profpect that flattered my vanity, I 
received with joy an offer in which there 
feemed to be nothing but the moft obliging 
fincerit I was even in hafte to put him 
in pofleffion of the remainder of my for- 
tune, and had fo little forefight or fufpicion of 
the misfortune that threatned me, that I flept 
gvith the fame tranquility as a man could who 

was 
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was in the full enjoyment of all his withes. 
My fecurity appeared fo much the better - 
founded, as the marquis came to vifit me the 
next day, and brought mea_ thoufand crowns 
for a diamond which Ihad never valued at 
more than two thoufand livres, and which in 
my prefent necefiity I-would have parted with 
for lefs. So great was his affection, that fearce 
would he*receive the fifty Louis’s he had lent 
| me, : 

A month however paft, and he had not yet 
found an opportunity to difpofe of the reft of 
my effects, or to bring me before the princefs, 
A certain confufed air that I faw in him, every 
time I went to wifit him, began to give birth 
to fome fufpicions in my breaft. Many par- 
ticular friends, to whom I communicated the 
vaffair, compleated my diffatisfation ; for they 
told me that his reputation was not better in 
Paris than in the country where I bad known 
him. Atlength, opening my eyes on my own 
misfortune, I hunted andteized him in fucha 
manner, that, after having put me off from 
‘day to day, at theend of two months he gave 
‘me a parcel of falfe ftones, fo like thefe 1 had 
trufted him with that I gave hima receipt in 
full, and utterly debarred myfelf from all fu~ 
ture demands upon him, 
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CARP. WV. 


D ficulties the Author is left in thro’ the 
knavery of the Marquise. To get out of 
them he is obliged to fell bis equipage. 
The condition be is reduced to, and bis 
refolution to quit Paris. ; 


T OO happy in being got out of the claws 
of afharper, with whom I thought IT had 
now no farther bufinefs, I was determined, 
for the time to come, to a&t with more cau- 
tion, and not be the dupe of my own credu- 
lity. A friend, whom I had chofen with 
judgment, “recommended me to a jeweller, a 
man of great wealth and intereft, who bought 
all that I was willing to fell, at a lefs confide- 
rable price indeed than the marquis had taken 

them, but much more real, becaufe he told me 

down on the nail the fum he had agreed for. 

It amounted to forty five thoufand livres, which 

made then my whole capital, and was my laft 
refource. At the rate went on, this was not 
more than fufficient for a fingle year. As I 

entertained however frefh hopes every day of 

AsTAROTH’s return, who I wasaflured by 

a certain inward confidence had not abandoned) 

me, I could not find in-my heart to retrench 

any thing from my ‘equipage, till 1 was forced 

to 
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‘to it by an event that I had been very far 
from expecting. 

About a fortnight after the fale of my jewels, 
one fine fun-fhiny morning, juft as I rofe, 
caine in the jeweller to whom I had fold them, 
the friend who had procured me his acquain- 
tance, and two other perfons whom [ did net 
know, but who by their deportment feemed 
to be officers of juftice. As Ihad not the leat 
-apprehenfion of what was the occafion of this. 
vifit, I received them ina frank manner, and 
defired them all to: fit down... Scarce had they 
done fo when the jeweller, with an air of cold- 
nefs, gave me back the goods I had fold him, 
and asked me whether] knew them tobe the 
fame that he had bought of me. Without quef- 
fir, faid I, I-dos as in reality I did. We: 
muft let you know then, added my friend, 
that the whole cargo is merely counterfeit, and: 
not worth a hundred crowns, The gentlemare 
is come therefore to bring them you. again, and: 
to demand back his money. 

The furprife this: compliment threw me in- 
to, had like to have made me die away on the 
fpot. Iwas above a quarter of an'hour before: 
I was able to fpeak two intelligible words. At: 
laft, being with fome affiftance brought to my- 
felf, I told the jeweller and ny friend that they 
might have been fo kind as to come by them- 
felves, without bringing thofe witnefles of 
whathad pafled, whom I now perceived to ke ~ 
a commiflary,and a notary: that if I had de- 
ceived them, I had much more to complain of 
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than they, for that I had been firft deceived 
myfelf, and all the lofs, by what I could fee, © 
was like to light upon me only.. - Jn a word, | 
IT owned to them in what manner I had truft- 
ed to the marquis Da morst, and asked their 
advice as to the proper method I muft take in 
order to bring him to juftice. 

Damotsr was fo. well known in. Paris, 
that no fooner had.I pronounced his name, but 
the. two officers declared they could do nothing 
but pity me. If you fhould fue him,. faid they, 
what would your pretenfions fignify without 
proofs, efpecially againft a fharper who has fuch 
powerful protectors? The marquis will make | 
it appear, by your receipts,. that he reftored to 
you the very individual jewels that you had 
entrufted him with. He will afterwards fue 
you for reparation of his injured: honour, and 
you will’ find all the cofts, befides damages, 
fixed on yourfelf.— In a word, the refult of 
their opinion came only to this, that my mis- 
fortune was entirely without remedy. Mean 
time | was obliged upon the nail to reimburfe 
the forty five thoufand livres which I Lad.re- 
ceived ; after which the jeweller and his atten- 
‘endants went their ways, and left me a. prey 
to the moft forrowful reflections. 

I was now unhappily in a fituation which 
‘equired me to a&t with the utmoft prudence: 
but the grief of feeing myfelf reduced to this 
extremity, made me lofe all my wonted mode- 
sation. Defpair was the guide that conducted 
me to the marquis, when, without any refpect 
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to fome perfons of quality that were then with 
him, I treated him like the worft -of fcoun- 
drels, and challenged him to fight me. My 
rage had indeed made me like one dif 
tra€ted, and the marquis very calmly pretended 
to confider me in that chara&ter, and to difre- 
gard all my threats. As he knew however all 
the tricks of the law, and had witnefles of my 
infults, the villain thought proper to prevent 
my fuing him, and begun a profecution againft 
me for injury done to his honour. Such a 
flagrant piece of impudence, made me _lofe the 
little remainder of my. fenfes. The juftice of 
my caufe feemed to me fo vifible, that I was 
refolved: to pufh the affair with. all imaginable _ 
vigour: and in order to be able to do this,. I 
determined that moment to difpofe of all my 
plate, which I did even-to the very ring I had 
on my finger. But the bufinefs became fo in- 
tricate, that the money I made of thefe, did’ 
‘but a very little advance it. I had even the 
mortification to hear that the caufe went fo 
much againft me, as to put my poor carcafe | 
in no fmall danger. The dread of being. ar- 
refted at laft opened my eyes; I faw the. ne- 
ceflity of fubmitting to my ill fortune, and 
came to the refolution to difcharge all my 
fervants, and fell my equipage. This was the 
final temporary remedy of my prefent extre- 
mity, and what threw me.down at once from 
a man of rank and figure, to the condition 
_ of a private poor fellow, 
‘ All 
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All.:my ftock. did not amount to above @ 
thoufand crowns, and I was more than two 
thoufand in debt. My creditors, informed 
of my fituation, dunned me inceflantly. My. 
friends all forfook me; and my fervants, who- 
had certainly had one of the kindeft of mafters, 
were the firft to publifh what they knew of my 
wretchednefs, My relations themfelves, who, 
dazzled with the luftre of my fplendid ap-. 
pearance, had offered up their incenfe to my 
very faults, were my moft open and avowed. 
enemies. In this extremity, I foon perceived: 
that I had no remedy left but that of flying: 
the country, and I was not long in refolving 
‘to quit a p'ace, where I had nothing before me 
but the moft melancholy profpeéts. 





CHAP VI, 


The evening before his departure the Author 
has a vifion, which obliges bim to go the 
next day to the palace of Luxembourg. 
His rencounter with Ast arotn there > 
The feveral converfations they have toge~ 
ther, and their concerting a new ramble, 


L! KE thofe who have no other guide but 

their own inclinations, which they blindly 
purfue, I did not begin to refle& on all the ir-- 
regularities of my conduct, till 1 was no lon- — 


ger | 
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ger able to reform them. Dear felf-love would 
not permit me to lay all the blame of them 
on my own individual, and I bore very heavily 
on the infidelity of AstarotH, and his 
breach of thofe promifes I fo much relied on. 
As little likelihood as I had of feeing him a- 
gain, I could not prevail on myfelf to banifh 
his idea from my mind, and to forget a friend 
by whofe affiftance I had fupported myfelf ma- 
ny years. My only confolation was to feed 
my fancy with the hopes of his return, and 
] invoked him every day. with the fame confi- 
dence that a Spaniard fupplicates fome good 
faint to be propitious to him in his amours. 

I was juft upon the point of taking my leave 
of Paris, when, agitated by fuch thoughts as 
thefe, a gentle flumber at once took poffeffion 
of my fenfes. My heated imagination pre- 
fented AsTAROTH to my fight, under the 
form that he wore when he took his leave of 
me, Methought we were walking together 
in the Luxembourg garden, and that he heaped 
on me more riches than I had fquandered away 
during his abfence. But this felicity, to my 
great difappointment, was of fhort duration, ; 
‘all my golden joys vanifhed with my fleep. 
This flattering dream however had made fo much 
impreffion on my mind, that I put off my de- 
parture for a few hours, in order to vifit the 
place awake which had given me fo much plea- 
fure in my fleep. In fhort, this impreffion, was of 
the fame kind with thofe which your enthufiafts. 


call 
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call irrefiftable: Ihave therefore relied much 
on fuch fort of vifions ever fince. 

Scarce was | arrived at the Luxembourg gar- 
den, but I fled to the fpot which was ftill 
prefent to my imagination. There I perceived 
a little ill-fhaped man, who faluted me with a 
fmile. Surprifed at his complaifance, I went 
up to him, and defired to be informed if he 
had any knowledge of me. My name, which 
he had at his tongue’s end, at the fame time in- 
forming me that he had feen me in Italy, re- 
doubled my aftonifhment: but what appeared 
to me yet more incomprehenfible, was, that in 
a moment he gave me fuch a detail of a great 
number of anecdotes relating to my life, that 
Tcould not queftion the reality of his pretended 
acquaintance with me. I could not reflect, 
however, on my having feen him in any place, 
and he diverted himfelf along tlme before he 
made himfelf known. 

Tn fhort, it wasno other than ASTAROTH 
himfelf, who, in one of his diabolical whims, 
had chofen the very ugglieft body upon the face 
of the earth. Do not reproach me, cheva- 
lier, faid he, after he had declared who he was: 
the time of my abfence has been longer than I 
intended ; but you did me juftice in believing, 
when I did not appear to your evocations, that 
I was hindered by fome fuperior order. Be- 
fides, I could be of no fervice to you againft 
the marquis Da Moisi, who is protected by 
one of the greateft princes of ourempire. But 
comfort yourfelf in refpect of the lofs he a8 

ma 
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made you fuftain, and continue at Paris to be 
a fpectator of the fudden reverfe of his fortune, 
In a word, you will foon fee him lock’d up in 
a jail, from which he thal] efcape only to 
become a fugitive in a foreign country. 

Does your devilfhip banter me? faid I to 
the quondam Hermit, How does what you 
fay hang together? ‘The marquis is protected 
by a Demon of the firft order, and yet will 
fink under the weight of his adverfe fortune.— 
Indeed chevalier, anfwered he, beth the one 
and the other are literally true. You mitft 
know then that the marquis’s protector has 
fomething elfe to dothan to watch for ever o- 
ver one man, It is his way to engage himfelf on- 
ly for a limited time, The client that has got 
Pith in his intereft, muft take care to keep 
him by his own good conduct: for this prince 
is very much like thofe of your hemifphere. 
When he knows a fubje& proper for our em- 

_ pire, he clofely befets him, and. ufes every 
ftratagem to win him over; but when he has 
once got hold of him, the man’s whole bufinefs 
is done ; the Demon abandons him, and goes 
in fearch of fome other prey. Such will be the 
lot of the marquis Damorsy, who owes his 
_ wealth and advancement to the faid prince, In- 
_capable of living within bounds, the moment 
he is left to his own conduét, he fiall run in. 
_debt,and commit fo many fharping tricks as fhall 
_ deprive him of the many powerful friends that 
now-fupport him, You will fee him then aét 
a character in another place, very different 
From that brilliant one which he has lately fuf- 
tained, : If 
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If that be the cafe, faid I, I fhall have the 
fatisfaction of fceing him as wretched as myfelf, 
with only this difference, that he is poflefled of 
talents which I want, and has the art of ex- 
changing counterfeit jewels for real ones.— 
What then, cried he, do you no longer number 
me among your friends, that you think your- 
felf in fuch a miferable fituation ? Satisfy your- 
felf, chevalier, that I am_a devil of ftri& honour, 
‘and incapable of being worfe than my word. 
Have not I promifed to affift you in all your 
difttulties? —But your honour, faid I, had 
forgot me for fome time; or at leaft, if you 
did not abandon me voluntarily, the power that 
detained you elfewhere, left me in the neceflity 
of making my own way out of my late tribula-~ 

tion, without your affiftance, 

You ought to confider, faid AsSTAROTH, 
that one can enter into no engagement beyond 
one’s power; nor can one be refponfible for 
crofs accidents that may now and then happen, 
When L left you juft without Paris, my defign 
was only to fupport the intereft of an enterprif- 
ing young lord, who has put himfelf under my 
protection. But fcarce had I done with him, 
before the rank I then held obliged me to pay 
my attendance at the conciave, which now 
makes fo much noife. Thanks to my genius, 
I have fo embarraffed the minds of my collegues, 

that I believe they will not eafily agree in eleét- 
ing a perfon to prefide over the church. Qur 
power, to’ {peak the truth, does not extend fo 
far as to ftop the courfe of fate; but it is great 
enough 
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enough to difturb all human affairs, and I have 
juftnow made ufe of my right in a manner that 
will open a great many eyes. Upon ‘my fince- 
rity, my dear chevalier, I could -have wifhed 
you had been my companion: you would have 
beheld a conclave of the moft humerous ortho- 
doxy. There would have been no occafion to 
give you an expofition of what they were about: 
you muft have underftood at once, that all the 
members could be animated by no other fpirits 
but thofe of my fpecies. At prefent, while 
things are juft in the fituation that I would with 
to have them, I have an opportunity to with- | 
draw in order to ferve you, well knowing the 
great need you have of my affiftance, 

Iam very much obliged to your eminence, 
good lord AsrarorH. The fight of you 
has difpelled all my uneafinefs, and provided :you 
never abandon me again, I am perfuaded that 
every thing will go well. But may I be fo 
bold as to ask you a fhort queftion? How 
could your eminence prevail on yourfelf to quit 
a body of fuch high rank, and fubmit to take 
on you the miferable form you now appear in ? 
Thefe are reafons of ftate, faid he, that I will 
give you an account of another time. My bus 
fine{s was to withdraw from the enquiries of my 
fuperiours, As they knew me to be proudly 
- inclined, I imagined they would never think 
of fearching for mein fuch a body as*this. De- 
formed however as I am, you ought not to 
have a bit the worfe opinion of me, Tell -me 

U only 
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only what you would with to be, and J will 
give you proof that I ‘am always your 
friend, +t page 

‘Hf the different fituations of life were in the 
choice of mankind, I anfwered, I fhould be 
glad to. be reftored to that which I was lately in; 
or if it was more brilliant, fo much the better. 
Plague on your fine tafte, cried ASTAROTH $ 
do you think me mafter of all the riches in the 
univerfe? Ibeg of you to be a little more mc- 
deft, and have fome regard to the pockets of 
your friends. You fhould confider that one whe 
demands more than can be given him, may be 
fure of obtaining nothing.—Very true, anfwe- 
red I; but I ask for no more than the means of 
triumphing for a fhort time,over thofe who have 
turned their backs on me during my misfortunes : 
when this is done we will leave Paris, and 
make: what figure you pleafe in another place, 
—Your propofal is very reafonable, reply’d 
AsTARO@H, and fuits my humour: this very 
evening you {hall go to the princefs d’E**’s, 
and asI know alittle more of play than even 
the bankers themfelves, you may depend upon 
bringing off a fum fufficient to content your 
wifhes. I have along while owed thofe gentle- 
men fuch.a.caft of my skill. They have made fo 
many dupes, that I cannot but think it “equi- 
table that they fhould be, for once, made fo 
athemfelves, Befides; we are in a~ country 
where it is the eftablifhed cuftom for the greateft 


fharper to trick the reft, This city, in fact, 
is 
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is the chief academy of the beft fubjects of our’ 
empire. ‘Turn your head a little on the right 
fide, added the metamorphofed hermit, and 
obferve thofe two perfons; who. are. talking 
warmly together, That large lubbard, with a 
buttery phiz, is a Provencial: his name is Da- 
MAT, and.all his .bufinefs isto look out for 
novices in the -art-of gaming. Wherever he 
goes, he fets up for fale both his wife and’ his 
religion : but as. neither of them is of any great. 
value, he does not difdain to, be the Mercury 
of thofe who are willing to employ him. His 
capacity, though pretty. extenfive in the art of 
intrigues, is yet -nothing in comparifon of thac 
of the young man who is with him. Their 
friendfhip: began in Holland, Obferve with 
what heat:they talk together. The fubjeé of 
their converfation is a certain mantua-maker, 
who has heaped tog:ther a great deal of riches, 
and whom they. are refolved to. have the pick- 
ing of... The meafures they.take are in- 
fallible : the poor girl will at once lofe both her 
honour and her fortune, after which death will 
foon fend her into our dominions. —. 

But how is it poffible, cried 1, that a young 
woman fhould be fo weak as not to, diftruft a 
phyfiognomy fo fufpicious.as that of ourProven- 

cial? It will not be he, anfweredAsTAROTH, 
that fhall do the bufinefS; all his prefent em- 
prune is togo.in queft of new game. . His. 

wife affifts him with a great deal of art; and 

the young man, who takes the reft on himfelf, 
will perform his part with wonderful addrefs. . 

U2 His 
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His, déceitful countenance, ‘his infinuating air; 
his enchanting prattle, make’ him fure’ of his 
prey. Indeed’ he very feldom ‘fails “6f fuccefs. 
His trains fometimes are fo well laid, that I 
‘fhould not blufh to own myfelf the author’ of 
‘them evenin hell.’ “But ‘very? latély He’ found 
“the fécret of getting into the confidence ’of a no- 
bleman of Geneva; whom he ruined with fo 
much cunning, that the poor gentleman, afham- 
ed of what had paffed, thought “it “his beft way 
to leave Paris without giving notice of-it even 
tovhis fervants. The affair happened in this 
manner. ros ain fap Sens Sg 
‘The nobleman we fpeak of, whofe name is 
the baron de PranramourR, is*‘a very 
rich and amiable young fellow. He came to 
vifit this city, and fpent his time in admiring all 
‘the rarieties. worthy the curiofity of aman of 
‘pleafure. As he ‘quartered in one‘ ‘of the 
‘moft creditable’ inns, where nobody ‘ufually 
came but perfons who were unfufpeéted, he was 
not long in getting a great number of acquain- 
tance. Among others, he entered into'a ftri@ 
frendfhip with a rich merchant ef Languedoc, 
who wasin high credit with the bankers of Pa- 
ris, and very well known in this inn, «where he 
“had lodged feveral times. 
This merchant, tc a very open-and engag- 
ing behaviour, added a thoufand valuable quali- 
ties, which made his company fought after, 
As he had travelled overall Europe, and been 
feveral times in Holland, fortune had thrown 
him, on different occafions, into the converfa - 
tion 
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tion of the young man, whenr you fee difcour- 
fing with Damar. Ap4, that is the fellows © 
name, .was ever ready to. thruft him/feif for- 
wards, and. took the firft opportunity to, meet 
- our merchant abroad. Tho’ he was-in company 
with the baron de PLAN.TAMOUR, and many 
other gentlemen, our young adventurer, who 
has a very happy memory, fingled him out by 
name, remembred he had feen him at. his fae - 
ther’s houfe, and faluted him with. all theim- 
pudence imaginable. When. he. mentioned his 
own name, the merchant, who knew nothing 
of his wicked life, nor the bad cireumftances 
his father was in, received-him-with great po- - 
litenefs. Apr never lets flip fo favourable av 
opportunity : he perceived the neceflity of paf- 
fing now for a-man.of importance; and told 
the merchant that he was. private feeretary to 
a minifter of. ftate : then, by coldly inviting him . 
and the baron his friend to come and fup-with 
him, he.got himfelf.engaged..to go and fpendu 
the evening with thems: 
‘The Genevanand Laneuedocian were bdth of — 
a fprightly. temper, and no enemies to gallantry. 
Apt,,.morefubtile than many fubjects of ovr >. 
empire, took them by their foibles. boafted that 
he enjoyed. the. favour of ax-certainy duchefs, 
and offeredito. make them -‘knowm.to: hery E- 
- wery night, fays he, .towards--twelve.’clock,. 
Igo to the gardenof the palace royal. As they 
fhut: the: gates ‘about-that time; when all the - 
company is goneout, the ducheS, who has.a 
private.dgor from her houfe into this gardea, , 
a alwas:s:= 
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always punQually comes there, with one of her. 
fifters and a chambermaid, who are both yet. 
more beautifultthan herfelf, but pafs away their 


moments very poorly together, while madam 


and I are in.the moft exquifite tranfports. Ei-- 
ther lam very much miftaken, continued he,, 
or can dare aflure you that they will receive. 
with. joy the propofition that I {hall make them, . 
of helping each of them to an amiable lover, 


and a lover by fo much. the more fecret as he 


will. net know them, for fo you muft’pretend’ 
not to do."Phis night, with your confent, I will. 
fet the negociation-on foot, and if it fucceeds,as . 
I make no queftion it will; you may accompany. 


_ me thither to-morrow night. 
The propofed adventure was too: finguldar, 


not to excite the curiofity of our ftrangers... 


They declared their acceptance of it ; and the 


next night young Ap.t. did not fails to wait on. 
them, and let them know that they fhould. ve-. 
ry foon be as happy as himfelf. Imagine what: 
preparations the amorous baron, ‘and his ‘friend . 


the merchant, made for this meeting. All that 


art could furnifhsthem with, to: fet off their- 
perfons ito’ advantage, was employed: in: their | 
drefs, The baron; as the: richeft of the three, 
and the beft ftocked with jewels, made the moft- 
. brilliant figure. At.the appointed hour they. 
all:came together “to -the. place of rendezvous ;. 


the gates were fhut, and three ladies in rich 
difhabille immediately appeared. ‘ Apx’s-apple’ 


was the watch word, which was no fooner given . 


by one of thefe noCturnal: beauties, but our 
three 
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three cavalierscameup to them. Every: cou- 
ple foon grew familiar ; one to one was an equal 
match, and they pafled away fome hours: with 
the utmoft fatisfaction, At laft, when day -be- 
gan to peep, the ladies thought it time to retire, - 
and the hopes of renewing. their pleafures:the 
following night, feemed to leave a delightful 
impreffion on.all the parties. ‘The galants were 
led filently out of the palace,.and about three 
o’clock in the morning they found themfelves in 
the Rue de Richelieu. lubes 
As young Apr could not, at this unfeafona- 
ble hour, go home to the minifter’s: whofe fe- 
cretary he called himfelf, he prepofed to the ba- 
ron and his friend to {pend afew hours at ‘a cof- 
fee-houfe he knew, and where he was certain, 
he told them, of getting in when he pleafed, 
They refufed.to comply, and invited him, on 
the contrary, to give them’ his’ company to 
their inn, where their fervants fat up for them, 
Art, who had projected his whole ‘plan, 
made fome objections to retard the time, and 
kept them ftanding in the ftreet, to relate-feve- 
ral. particulars of his amours: with his' duchefs, 
‘They were at laft juft upon the point of parting, 
when three well drefled gentlemen came along: 
the fame ftreet; whom the young impoftor pre- 
tended to know, and faid’ one was a Count,. 
the other a Marquis, and the third a Knight,He 
added to thefe titles, the names of families well 
known, in order to: prevent all fufpicion. 
By heavens! cried he, with a foppifh tone, I 
muft: enquire where. thee sakes have been, - 
) 
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As-theycame.nearer, he: advanced towards 


them, and addreffing himfelf dire&tly to him 
that made the beft.appearance, Marquis,. fays 
he, may ene make bold to ask you what gallant 


adventure-has-made you ramble the. ftreets at. 


this time.of night? This queftion was. followed 
by many others, till the three accidental gen- 
tlemen joined. in company with Api and his two 
friends.. It was then quickly. known that the 


_ chevalier dwelt juft by, and a-propofition was. 


made to go to his houfe, in,order to give one 


another an account: how they. had all paffed » 
theirtime. It was in vain for the baronand . 


the merchant to-oppofe the mation: they had 
to do with people. who had too.much intereft 


om 


in fecuring, their company, and, they .were oe - 


bliged to fubmit.to.their importunity... 


It was happy for the Languedociang: that he : 


did not want .for..prefence of; mind...-Under 
pretence of flopping a moment at.the corner of 
a ftreet, he found means to get. off,..and retire 


to his lodging, where he informed the baron’s . 


domefticks that -he had left their. mafter in good 
company. ‘Fhe honeft merchant.was.very fin- 
cere in what he faid : farsfrom fufpeGting the 
danger his friend. was. in,. his only. reafon .for 


leaving him, wasto write fome. letters. which . 


his bufinefs made neceflary. The. baron, for 
his part, who knew the merchant. ta be a man 
of fincerity, and was. acquainted .with. .his af- 
fairs, was lefs furprized at his.quitting the com- 
pany, than at the manner in.which he got a- 
way... Perfwaded that he was.in the hands of 


gentles: - 
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gentlemen, “he thought it hisduty to»excufe'his 
friend, aiid alledge in'his favour “all the.reafons 
that. he thought the moft 5 aria to reconcile 
them to his‘defertion. 

Though’ the: fharpers' were: eesil en 28) 
at having loft a part) of their“prey; they yet 
pretended to take the thing welljandoin.asman- 
ner fuitable to the charaéters: ‘they reprefented, 
The chevalier, to fupport the honours ofchis 
houfe, ordered a cold‘ collation tobe fet before 
his guefts, and called for flasks of wine in abun- 
dance ; ; in emptying of which they all heartily 
joined,’ and‘no man’ more fo*than our) baron, 
Afterthey had eat: and drank: their fills; cards 
were brought “on the table, and one ‘of the 
company propofed a}game at lanfquenet. The 
baron de PLANTAMOUR, whofe head «was 
warmed with the wine, came into. the propo- 
fition without the leaftdemur. In.a-word, the 
‘artifice of the four impoftors, affifted by their 

‘ood ‘fortune, ‘made him lofe, in'lefs than. two 

hours, all his‘ready money and all. his jewels, 
‘without excepting even his watch, his cane, 
his fword; and a gold tweezer that had his arms 
engraved on it, 

Our too credulous baron coming to himéelé, 
after this ‘great lofs,: could perceive. eafily 
that there ‘was fomething more | than good 
luck inthe manner of play which the pretended 
noblemen he was with had made. ufe of.. But 
all the mifchief wasdone, and his fword, which 
he knew. well how to ufe, was no longer in his 
power, In vain did he offer to redeem that, 

and 
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and his other principal moveables, by a note of 
hand, payable in twenty four hours ;. they on- 
ly laughed at him, and obliged him to: be gone, 
unlefs he would run a greater rifque than that 
of being ftripped of his all. Enraged and a- 
fhamed to fee himfelf the dupe of fuch defpi- 
cable fcoundrels, he had not refolution to take 
the neceflary means of bringing them to fignal 
and exemplary juftice. ‘This experiment had 
made him wife, and he chofe rather to fupprefS 
his choler, than to communicate it to perfons 
who perhaps would have made it publick, and 
have taken the liberty moreover of diverting 
felves at his expence. He refolved to fet 
out the fame day for Geneva, his native place, 
and with that view applied himfelf to a friend’ 
he could confide in, who furnifhed him with- 
what money he wanted for his journey, and’. 
took on himfelf the charge of fending after him 
his baggage and his fervants. Yet all thefe- 
precautions were not fufficient to prevent the 
publication of this affair. The merchant, who 
thought his honour in fome meafure concerned 
init, took it in hand, and profecuted it vigo- 
roufly : but the officers of juftice pay no regard ° 
to his remonftrances, except when he delivers 
them with money in hand, As he has. no 
proof againft Arr and his accomplices, and 
founds his profecution merely on report, the 
only effe&t of his complaints will be, to make 
his _purfe fomewhat the lighter, 
In the meantime Apr, hardened as he is, 
dreads the confequence of this affair, He is con- 
. certing: 
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Ging with Dam AT in what manner to deceive 
the rich mantua-maker I mentioned, in order 
to make off with her fpoils, “Chey will bring 
the matter to bear before a week is at an end, 
and the fellow now before us takes it for grant- 
ed, that he fhall get a hundred piftoles clear by 
this fpecimen of his art. - ot 
How it will pleafe me, cried Lif the ill-look- 
ing rafcal fhould-at laft fall fhort of his recko- 
ning! As to that matter, replied AsT AROTH, 
you may make your felf as merry with him as 
you pleafe beforehand ; for the poor dog will 
not get a half-penny by the bargain, Apr, who 
has ten times the cunning of him, will lull him 
to fleep with his different fchemes, while he 
carries off the girl, and all her effets, without 
letting him know a word of the matter. So 
much the better, faid I. Apr then will play 
the part of a fox, and DamatT that of the 
cat, who with her paw takes the chefnuts out 
of the fire. The rogue deferves well to be 
bit of a falary, which is the wages of fo much 
fin: but I pity the poor girl without knowing 
her, and, if it was in my power, I would glad- 
ly avert from her the misfortunes that hang 

over ‘her head, " ; 
Fie upon you, chevalier ! anfwered Ast ae 
ROTH : you muft diveft yourfelf of all fuch 
fentiments of humanity. Take my word for 
it, fir, you muft have a very good ftock of 
compaffion, to exert it in behalf of all. who 
feem to deferve it. Look a little before you 
there, and note well that company of citizens. 
Obferve 
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Obferve the tall man that walks in the midft of 

them, with a black coat and perruque. That 
is an ecclefiaftic metamorphofed to a bookfeller, 
who keeps the famous fhop over-againft St Be- 
NEDICT’s cloifter, If I was to give you an 
account of all the families he has ruined, by pre- 
tending to ferve them, I-fhould furnifh matter 
for a volume in folio, Tho’ he has taken ina 
great many of his brethren in foreign countries, 
by felling them old books under new titles, he 
has never got near fo much by bookfelling as by 
lending on mortgages orpledges at- an exorbi- 
tant intereft, All this while you would take 
him, by his looks and converfation, to be one 
of the moft formidable enemies of our empire. 
No man, in outward appearance, has more ftri& 
honour: yet no man knows better the art of 
picking your feathers, without permitting you 
to make any noife. By this means he has 
amafled very large fums, a part of which only 
brings him an income of thirty thoufand livres 
per annum. As he is very covetous, and 
would never marry for fear of charges, all 
his wealth will defcend to nephews, who wait 
impatiently for his deceafe, in order to make 
another ufe of it than he has done, 

Carry your eye a little farther, and obferve 
that large company, compofed of men and wo- 
men, and fome who look neither like the one 
nor the other. That abbé, whofe hairs begin to 
grow grey, is well received in the beft houfes in 
Paris, tho’ he is publickly known for the father 
of two children, which his own fifter has taken 

the 
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the pains to bring into the world. The poor 
girl, who is run mad with rémorfe of con- 
fcience, is kept clofely confined, ‘and pafles 
away her time in the moft deplorable manner ; 
“while the good brother, by way of confolation 
for his lofs, regales himfelf ‘with that little 
‘brown bit that you fee there by his fide. 

‘That other abbé, who is “fo {pruecly pow- 
dered out, and whofe gallantries are ‘fhocking 
to all that hear of them, isa priéft without 
religion, who has tried every trade he knew of . 
for forty years paft, which is the time he has 
been in the world. Like a true cameleon, 
he firft quitted the band for the fword and ‘the 
cockade, and then*abandoned that for the habit 
of a benedi€tine, and the religion of a: monk. He 
vifited’*feveral countries, and behaved in them 
all with fo little prudence, that, if it had not 
been for the help of my brethren, he had dicd 
ignominioufly on’a gallows. Having “efcaped 
a public’ execution, *he-returned into France, 
where the proteétion of an illuftrious princef, 
who values metit wherever fhe fees it, at -pre- 
fent fecures ‘him’ from all profecutions. He has 
now'refumed his religion, found thefecret of 
changing his order, of battening at his eafe, and 
even of making his company coveted by per- 
fons of quality ; tho’'not one ‘of them jis ig- - 
norant that he lives with a credture, who has 
‘been the outcaft of a number of worthlefs fel- 
‘lows of ‘his own proféffion. 

I know the man well AsTAROTH, anfwe- 
‘sed I, of whom you are fpeaking. He has ac- 
so ny x quired 
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-quired fome ‘reputation by his well-digefte . 
and very amufing writings, His faults are de~ 
tefted, I acknowledge it; but his converfation 
4s admired, for the «fake. of which all his little 
irregularities are eafily.over-looked. For my 
part, Icannot but think he has. fuffered fuffi- 
ciently for what he has done, and that 
the perfon who preferved him froma halter, 
would have rendered him a2 much more confide- 
rable-fervice, if he could have fecured him from 
ever-falling again in the :fame unhappy and 
fcandalous manner. 

It ought by no means-to furprife you that 
he could not, replied my quondam HERMIT. 
Tho’ our power be pretty extenfive, yet it is 
pot fufficient to make us the mafters of future 
events, ‘Ever fince the world has exifted, there 
has reigned a perpetual war between you men, 
and the people of my fpecies, in which, tho’ 
we are moft commonly victors, yet are we 
-fometimes vanquifhed. If we. could forefee 
_every thing, chevalier, you mortals would all 
wifh to be in our condition ; whereas there is 
nothing that men-now fo much dread, as a 
tranfition from their ftate-to ours, tho’ indeed 
they all a& in fuch a manner, as that very 
few of them go any other way. 

But who, faid I, is that. effeminate young 
fellow with reddifh hair, that feems to carry 
himfelf fo haughtily ? That, anfwers AsTa- 
roTH, is Don I. B. A. P. Vasques DE 
Her MiLtosas, efq; lord of Herbencour, &c. 
Hold! cried I; what.a number. of names and 
titles 
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titles you are giving indeed. Without queftion 
he is a true-born Spaniard.— Verily, chevalier: 
not he: but it was in Spain, where he lived 
miferably for many years, that he affumed thefe 
titles, fpaniolized his name, put the Don be- 
fore it, and took on him the lofty air fo natu- 
ral to that nation: Paris however is the place- 
of his nativity. He is the fon of a woman who” 
had wit enough to procure him feveral fathers. 
Befides the commonly reputed one, two gen- 
tlemen of fortune took that honour on them- 
felves. The good lady knew how to make 
the moft of their foolifh credulity, and found 
means to draw from each of them pretty large 
fums, part of which fhe fpent herfelf, and the 
remainder the fon is lately come into pofleffion 
of, his mother dying very 4 propos to raife him 
_ from the loweft degree of poverty. As he has 
been ufed to live by his wits, and is now re- 
folved never to pay one of his debts, his de- 
fign..is to travel in the character of agentleman ; 
but I give him only two years to make a figure 
in, after which he will plunge again into great- 
er mifery than that which. furrounded- him be- 
fore his mother’s death: 

Do you fee that dapper ‘ecclefiaftic, who is: 
going in at the Carmelite’s gate? Is it not, faid 
I, the celebrated preceptor - general of the 
publick? The very man, anfwered my guide; 
the very individual abbé de Fre, the moft 
intriguing of mankind, and who furpafles all 
fora fubtle imagination. He has made fo 
many dupes in his life, that he now pafles for 
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‘a magician among thofe of his own habit. It 
is a thoufand pities he is not always fuccefsful. 
Some time ago he failed in a very mafterly at- 
tempt, thro’ the addrefs of a famous merchant, 
who proved more cunning than he,. This ce- 
Iebrated author,. in love with certain. notes 
. that he had. made upon:fome antient writer, 
and more in. love.with a coarfe fatirical . dedica- 
tion that he had prefixed to them, addrefled to 
the prince of. modern..poets under a-borrowed 
name, found the art of ,fetting-his work fo well 
off to a very.rich man, that he obtained. from 
him a letter. of credit into Holland, whither 
hewas going, to receive fuch money there as 
he fhould want for the beautift’ impreffion of 
this extraordinary book. He was at firft very 
well received there, till the merchant, to whom 
he was recommended, having difcovered that 
the abbé’s intention was to appropriate. to him- 
felf the whole edition, and fend it.privately a- 
broad for his-own advantage, he took fuch ef- 
feual meafures,.and.put them in execution 
with fo much prudence, that Monfieur found 
himfelf grievoufly out in his. reckoning, at the 
very moment when he.thought his. ftratagem 
‘einfallible ;- and thus taught mankind, at his 
ewn expence,. how dangerous it is to attempt 
the circumvention of thofe who.were more fub- 
tle than themfelves. He has fince. indeed pretty 
well revenged his ill fuccefs upon a great number 
of others ; but as all his tricks would take up too 
much timein the relation, I chufe. rather. to 
turn 
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€arn ‘to fome of thofe other perfons who ftand a- 
found us. 

Obferve that fine gentleman there, who ap- 
pears fo richly drefled. He isa ‘riding- mafter™ 
of great reputation, whofe generous foul in- 
clines him to fpend another’s fortune as if it 
was his own. The gaiety which you fee ex- 
panded all over his face, proceeds from his hav- - 
ing lately made a conveyance of certain effects~ 
he was never poffefled of, by which means he has - 
got a difcharge for above: a hundred thoufand 
crowns. His wife, who is very rich, but 
would never pay any of his debts, has juft now 
fet him upon his legs. Now he is in better 
circumftances than ever, he begins again to run 
in debt, as knowing*he* has nothing more to ~ 
do, when he comes toa frefh pinch, but to de-. 
clare himfelf a fecond timeinfolvent, and make 
a new ceffion of his goods. ‘That lady, all be~ 
plaiftered with red and white, to whom he ad- - 
vances with fo much refpet, is a woman of 
pleafure, who will this night furrender to his 
defires for a bill-of two thoufand - crowns, ~ 
The tall man: whom you fee at’a little diftance « 
from them, and who feems fo very poor, had 
never been in that miferable condition, had - 
not fortune too rapidly favoured him. Drunk 
_ with the overflowing cup, which he hasthought 

could never be exhaufted, he gave himfelf up 
to a courfe of Juxury which has reduced him to' 
the neceffity of asking alms of thofe who pats - 
by. Amongft the many numbers who had 
felt the good cffe&s : his affluence, fcarce does. 
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h: find one that now extends to him the cha 
ritable hand. They fly him like a man infeéted — 
with fome-coritagious diftemper ; and good rea- — 
fon have they for fo doing, .becaufe in a nation | 
where. all men’s thoughts.are employed about 

pleafures and good living, there is no vice fo 

horrible.as mifery, there isno-evil:fo much to 

be dreaded as want of money.’ 

AsTAROT H now feemed to ogle--a great: 
great many other perfons, with whofe: advens - 
tures doubtlefs he was going to entertain: me,: 
when I-fuddenly interrupted him, to put him \ 
in mind of his promife.. The evening, fays f, . 
comes on apace : I am in great want of fome~ 
thing to eat, and-not lefs impatient to be at the - 
hotel ?E**, Notwithftanding my «importu- 
nity, he was very loth: to comply with my re+ 
queft. What a pity is it, fays he; to leave this 
charming: walk, juft at the time-when :it begins 
to be fullsof: company! What an adven- 
ture could I now relate.to you, would you 
but lend me your: ear a little! Every thing 
round us is exquifite- and» charming! Look at 
that lady all covered with diamonds, who: paf- 
fes along by us: fhould not you take her for a 
princefs of the:blood: royal ?: But alas! the is no- 
thing lefs than that. Her husband, from a pe- 
riwig maker, is:become-a farmer of the excife, 
which has made nim fo immenfely rich, that he 
now vies with the firft men- in the kingdom. 
‘The gentleman at her. left, is a perfon of high 
birth, but very fmall fortune. All. his aim is 
to mend the latter, by marrying that: ets 

ady. 
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lady which is on the other fide, and who is 
the daughter and only heirefs of the farmer’s 
wife. This affair has been a long while in 
his head, and he:perfe&tly doats with ruminat- 
ing on it. Madam, who has a refpeét for him, 
takes the utmoft pains to difcover the caufeof his 
melancholy ; but the cavalier has not yet trufted 
the fecret with any body, except mifs herfelf, 
(who is very prudent,) and one chambermaid, 
whom he bribes beyond his ability, toengage her 
to keep alive the facred fire of love in the heart 
of her miftrefs. Mifs, who has not a. bit lefs 
‘inclination than her mother had at the fame 
age, is refolved.to tread exactly in her fteps. In 
. a very little while her lover fhall carry her off, 
at the mother’s expence, and agreeable to her 
advice, who fhal} furnifh her with..what mo 
ney fhe wants, without knowing it is: to be 
employed againft herfelf. But the young. gen- 
tleman’s fidelity will be of fhort duration: a 
clandeftine marriage-will utterly ruin himy:and 
all who have any hand init. This affair will 
even become fo important, .that all Europe 
fhall take part in it. : : 

Let us now turn, .and examine that pretty 
young lady-who-walks towards the parterre, in 
company with a knight of Malta. Sheisa fe- 
male Dutch merchant, immenfely rich. A di- 
minutive little fellow, without a farthing of 
_money, found the fecret of charming her, with 
verfes that he bought upon truft ; but. not with- 
out a promife of paying generoufly for them, 
in cafe -he fucceeded, His marriage having been 

celebrated, 
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celebrated, the mean-fpirited rafcal, dazzled 
with his wealth, forgot the poet who was au-— 
thor both of his verfes and his foftune: but 
the latter, whom no-man could ever injure 
without feeling his revenge, found means to 
‘ decoy his debtor to his own-houfe, and there, 
with a knife held to his throat, extorted from 
him a bond for the fum he demanded. ‘The 
- pew-married man, who had been influenced 
by fear only, was no fooner out of danger, - 
than he commenced a fuit, and had the poet 
arrefted. Unhappily he was in a country where 
nothing could be done without proof: the - 
plaintiff could produce none, and the defendant 
fet forth his caufe with fo much prefence of | 
mind, that he came off with triumph, and got * 
of the merchant very large expences, befides - 
fuch confiderable damages, that he was obliged 
“to break, and fly the country. The young - 
lady,.who repented her having taken.a husband - 
of fo little prudence, ufed him with the con- 
tempt he deferved, and fupplies her lofs of him 
with the company of that gentleman who is by - 
her, and whom*fhe amply furnifhes with all ’ 
the means of luxury. As the husband too fpends 
very freely, their ftock vifibly diminifhes eve- 
ty day: fo that if death does not prevent them « 
in time, they will be reduced to the fame con- 
‘dition they were once in, 

But, good lord Astarotny, faid I again, . 
Tam in a worfe fituation than you imagine; 
I am really fo very weak, that I doubt I 
have net firength enough to go home ‘to my 


Owl: 
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ewn: lodging, Well, anfwered he, 
let us go into the firft public-houfe we come 
to then,. and never mind the expence we ran . 
to, becaufe we know how to make it up by- 
and-bye. He had no fooner done fpeaking, 
but we went towards the gate, juft by which 
we entered into a famous houfe of entertainment, 
where we called about us like perfons of great 
importance. I had lived fo very indifferently 
for fome time pafs’d, and_ all they brought up- 
on table was fo well drefled, that I could not 
fatisfy my appetite. AsrARoTH ftared at 
me with admiration. What a pity isit; faid he, 
that we are obliged to leave this place |—What 
can we do, anfwered I? When one has no cer- 
tain income, one muft refolve to get a living 
in any way whatfoever. Let us go then, fince 
fortune calls us, and neglect nothing that may 
render her. prepitious to.our- wifhes, 

This fhort heroic. fally was occafioned by the 
exquifite meats and rich wines, which we had 
not fpared in the leaft. As we had hired a 
coach for-all the evening, we were very foon 
at the hotel d’E**, where Ast ARoTH. played 
with fo much. fuccefs, that when the gamefters 
broke up, we found ourfelves near a hundred 
Louis’s in pocket. This was.a very confiderable 
fum for a.trial; and the bankers, who thought 
they knew what they were about, feemed fur- 
prized at it. Perhaps they fufpe&ted my faith- 
ful Ast aROTH to be a,dealer in the black 
art: but, however that might be, they earneftly 
begged of him. never-te ft foot within their lt- 
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- berties again, and marked him out to the Swift, — 
who kept the door, asa very dangerous member — 
to their academy. When we came to my lodg- 
ings, I was going to enter into difcourfe with 
‘him about what‘had paffed; but the Demon 
“ftopped me, What, faid he, do you think Ihave 
nothing elfe to do every night, but to employ 
myfelf in this manner? You are ignorant, che- 
valier, whata dangerous place that gaming ta~ 
‘ble is to me, and how I have expofed my felf to 
ferve you. Above three parts in four of the 
men who compofe that numerous affembly, are 
inhabited by fpirits of my fpecies. I was in the 
utmoft danger of being difcovered, and there- 
fore I pufhed my fortune all at once. Have 
ro not enough to fatisfy your prefent defires? 
there not left in your power another confide- 
rable refource? Why do you not difpofe of your 
jewels ?—-Of my jewels! cried F, with furprife.. 
Did not I inform you in what manner I was 
tricked of them by the Marquis DAmois1? 
that whatI now have in my hands are unfale- 
able ? and what dangers I was expofed to after 
having fold them to a jeweller ? All that fignifies 
nothing, replied my quondam Hermit. It . 
‘was your own fault that you ran any hazard at ~ 
all. If you had quitted the city in time, the jew- 
“eller muft have put up with his lofs, and you 
would have had no room to complain of the 
Marquis. But 4 propos to that fharper ; Do you 
know that he was arrefted yefterday for debt, 


while we were walking together? The ape 
cefs 
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eefs, who found in him at firft a pleafing lovers. 
has lately expelled him her bank, and will no 
longer bear the mention of his name. It is 
lucky for him that his chymiftry, which is 
the fcience he profeffes, has acquired him the 
protection of the chief prince of our empire. It 
will be thro’ this refource that he fhall regain his 
‘liberty ; but fo far from being able to fupport 
‘the figure he has hitherto made, he fhall leave 
his prifon only to become a fugitive among the 
.antient Batavians, where his tricks being un- 
_known, his chymical skill may get him a 
-living. lI intend to condu& you into the fame 
couatry, this we are in not being fufficiently 
fafe for my poor particular, becaufe it is pefte- 
red with more devils errant than any other 
Jand_in the univerfe, 
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Idea of the Author, By the Advice of As« 
TAROT H be deceives bis counterfeit 
Friend, fells bis. falfe Fewels for good 
ones, and fets out for Holland, A De- 
Aeription of that Country. 


M Y ftrong paffion for travel has always 

made me receive with a fort of tranfpore 
every propofition that had any tendency: that 
way. AsTAROTH fpoke to me of a coun. 


try 
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try which I knew by reading only; I was 
overjoyed to think of vifiting it myfelf, and 
only asked of hima few days delay to fatisfy 
my vanity. Though my ftock was not very 
confiderable, and amounted tono more than ten © 
thoufand franks, I yet ventured to hirea very — 
fplendid-equipage,and took into my ferviceas ma- — 
ny domefticks as if I had had a hundred thoufand 
franks per annum to expend. ‘This pompous 
appearance very foon produced the defired ef- 
fect I wifhed for: my friends, that had been 
eclipfed to me, became vifible again in an in- — 
ftant, and I was propofing to give myfelf the — 
fatisfaCtion of reproaching their ingratitude and 
inconftancy, when Ast AROTH prevented me 
by a piece of advice worthy of himfelf. 

All thefe fellows that make their court to 
you, faid he, are no better than fo many down- 
right thieves, whofe -only aim is at your poc- 
ket. You have experienced how much you have 
been hurt by your generoftty towards them, 
and therefore ought now to look upon them as 
your debtors, and to find means to pay yourfelf 
swith intereft all the long fums they -owe you. 
At is a very common thing. among them ta of- 
fer to thofe they imagine have no_need of it: 
you muft pretend therefore that you have a 
mind to try them, -and borrow of them all you 
can, without any other engagement than your 
“word for repaying them again in a few days, 
AsTAROTH had too much dominion over 
“my mind not to make all the impreffion there 
he 
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he defired : I came readily into his project, and 
promifedto put it in execution; and as I had 
him continually for my counfellor, I acquitted 
myfelf with fo much addre&, that in lefs than 
a month I redoubled my capital, without includ- 
ing my expences, which ran very high, This ftep 
being taken} I made no fcruple of cheating. an 
honeft ufurer, who lent me twenty five thoufand 
livres upon my counterfeit jewels, which he took 
' for real ones, We then fet out immediately for 
Batavia, without lofing any more time,and were 
both extremely well fatisfied; I, that I had 
duped my relations, and all my friends and ac- 
quaintance,with fo much art ;andAsT AROT Hg. 
for the good fuccefs of his diabolical counfeis, 

To prevent my being difcovered by any one, 

I had the precaution to difcharge all my do- 
mefticks, My unfrocked Hermit. would 
not even permit me to take any others, 
offering to wait upon me himfelf on the road; 
and in all the towns where we made any flay, 
In this condition we advanced by large ftages, 
and the fecond day we alizhted on a high‘tower, 
on the borders of the country we were bound 
for, The prudent AsraRoTH had furnifhed . 
himfelf with an excellent tellefcope, which he 
ftole fomewhere unknown to me. Here, fays 
he, putting it into my hand, is fomewhat to 
amufe you with. Takea view of all the places 
that are within the reach of this glafs, and give 
“me your opinion of them. I perceive, faid 
I, after having looked through it, a very fine 
level country, all the lands of which are culti- 
a: | vated 
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vated with a care that feems to ~produce an 
abundance. So many beautiful and large cities, 
which look as if they touched each other, the 
ftately houfes that compofe them, the vaft and 
magnificent edifices with which they are adorn- 
ed; all thefe give me the idea of a happy and 
benevolent people, who have enriched themfelves 
by labour, and who now gather in peace the 
fruits of all their toils. Such a country, in my 
opinion, deferves our utmoft attention; and 
Tam very much inclined to make fome flay 
there, before we proceed. Never think of any 
fuch thing, replied my quondam HERMIT ; 
be fatisfied with what you have already feen, 
which is all indeed worth feeing. The country 
is in fa&t what it appears, extenfive, fertile, a- 
bounding with all things neceflary for the pre- 
fervation of mortals, and filled with fine 
cities at a {mall diftance from each other ; but 
thefe cities, formerly fo flourifhing, are become 
defart, through the bad policy of thofe who 
have been entrufted with the government of 
them. All the men. of fortune, who had it 
in their power to make-money circulate, have 
abandoned thefe parts, and there is now little 
to be'feen in the country but juft the tillage of 


the earth. ‘Thofe who live in the cities fpend © 


their days in luxurious indolence, which not 
_ only makes them ufelefs to fociety, but fo ve- 
xy proud withal as to think themfelves fuperior 
to the reft of mankind. ‘This fovereign con- 
tempt which they have for all ftrangers, and 

A hae dohaeat very 
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~ very high opinion of themfelyes, have made.all . 
commerce with them infupportable. 5... 4. 
But,turn your tellefcope towards the north, 
and behold a fpeétacle worthy of your curielity. 
I did fo, and, deceived by the weaknels of my 
fight, cried out, with aftonifhment,. what, dof 
fee there! Oh fatal defolation! A. city, Jarger 
than all Ihave ever feen, fwallowed up by..the 
waves! What immenfe riches are there funk, to 
the bottom ! How many miferable mortals have 
paid dearly for their rafhnefs, in,,venturing, to 
inhabit fuch a country .as this !—Did_1 not tell) 
you, interrupted AsRAROTH, that I,would 
fhow you fomething worthy of your curiofity ? 
But what augments the beauty of the profpect 
is this, that all you behold is nothing, lefs real 
than what you imagine it to be. That city, 
which feems fo enormoufly large, is only a col- 
le&tion of many cities that. ftand near..each. 
other, and. which their, vicinity, through. the; 
optic glafs, makes you take for one continued 
feries of building. ‘The country, by its low fi- 
tuation, in many places lower than the furface 
of the water, looks at a diftance as if.it was 
drowned ; yet it is in fact very far from. being. 
fo, Before night comes I will carry you.inte 
this country, and give you fome idea. of the 
people who inhabit it. I. haye only one re-. 
mark to make before we proceed. on our jour- 
ney. Direct your eye along the large {treet 
there, which faces this tower, Obferve . the 
great number of foreigners that are haftening 
towards the poft office. He in the middle, 
¥'2 whofe 
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whofe garments glitter with gold, is a marquis — 
‘who has lately bad the addrefs to make himfelf — 
mafter of near’a million, which he is now go- — 
“Ing to fecure in a privileged city, very com- 
‘modious for thofe whom we devils proteét, By 
only paying a very moderate fine, a public 
‘cheat may make a figure there at the ex- 
pence of thofe he has duped through their cre- 
‘dulity. ‘There are two of thefe privileged 
_ cities in the country we are juft ready to enter, 
"The diverting hiftories they furnifh us with 
are fo very numerous, that I could have where- 
withal to entertain you with them as long as | 
you had the patience to hear me : but there are 
‘many things to be previoufly confidered, and 
‘we haveat prefent no time to lofe, ~~ 
My infernal guide had no fooner finifhed 
thefe words, but he took me up like a. pack 
‘upon his fhoulders, and cleft the air with fuch 
‘velocity, that in lefs than two minutes he fat 
‘me down in a large city, which hé told me 
was the capital of feveral provinces, now united 
“into one community. ‘The prodigious hurry 
‘that feemed to reign throughout this flourifhing 
‘city was to me the more furprifing, as I had 
‘been taught, by the account of travellers, to 
Jook upon the natives of the whole country 
‘in no better light than the camels of Afia.—For- 
fake, faid AsraroTH, that error of yours; 
“ "we are now in that little fpot of the globe, 
“where induftry is employed to the greateft 
‘advantage. Its inhabitants, a fort of amphi- 
‘bious ‘people, areas much in their element by 
. kod s , 4 ea 
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fea as. by land. ~ They regard no o hazard Wwhete 
they have a profpect of getting riches, ft of 
improving thofe they already enjoy. 

thing here isin motion ; people. of the bi eet 
as well as of the loweft ran’s, are all « equal y,ad- 
digted to labour: even the “ereaten part of. the 
women are capable of carrying on larger negocia- 
tions, Do you not perceive, in every indivi- 
dual of both fexes, an almoft incredible adti- 
vity? Lookat that building, on the back fide 
_ of which is.a reprefentation rok the divinity, that’ 
prefides there. It is the mof frequented of all 
their temples ; the place where they moft regu- 
larly affemble, and where they ait with the 
greateft devotion, There are none of your 
men in black to be ever feen, who receive 
wages to teach people their duty: the divinity 
itfelf is their inftru€tor, and th y truft their: 
own. falvation entirely in their own hands. 
Every one acts according as he feels himfelfin=: 
fpired. Let us enter into the fan@tuary, and, 
if poffible, make our way acrofs this innumerable’ 
multitude of devotees. .“Uhey are-all fo very 
bufy that they will take nonetice of us. Ob-* 
ferve in what manner they behave, juft as the: 
Tove of intercft animates all their aétions. No- 
thing is capable of diverting. them from. this: 
grand point. 

But Asrarot#H,. cried I, methinks the 
zeal of thefe fanaticks is like to. coft me dear, 
unlefs you deliver me out of their hands, - i 
feel myfelf elbowed on every fide, and during’ 
the moment I have: been here, ‘am. almoft' 

b ae fyueezed 
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{queezed to death. Ifeem asif I was in the — 
midft of a mob of demoniacks, and I much ~ 
queftion whether a mortal can fuffer more in’ 
the place you are banifhed from.—Let us fly’ 
then, anfwered my guide, with all my heart 5 
for really l am fick of being among people who: 
are more turbulent than myfelf. We will 
take a turn in the chief parts of the city, 
where every thing looks: with a fmiling afpect. 
Obferve thofe avenues, thofe canals, thofe cu- 
rious buildings, and that univerfal propriety of 
all : thefe are entirely but fo many fruits of the 
people’s induftry. ‘This has carried them fo 
far, that they may be faid to have made an in- 
chanted country ofa place that was uninhabita- 
ble. Theyhave even done more, chevalier. 
Weary of the yoke under which they lived, 
and which grew every day more: infupportable,. 
they found the. fecret, contrary to all. human 
probability, to fhake it off their fhoulders, and. 
arofe to the highef degree of power, by means 
which feemed inevitably to threaten their de- 
firuGion. But the perfons who undertook, and 
accomplifhed fuch great a€tions, were not the 
very individual men you now ice. The glory 
_ of fuch exploits isdue only to a fimple race of 
people, a people conftant in their purpofes, with- 
out luxury, enured to live on little, and to 
bear fatigues. They were the anceftors of a 
fmall part of thofe who now inhabit the coun+ 
try. Butthings are very much changed here 
within half a century paft. The equitable laws: 
introduced by the government, having oe 
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| hither an infinite number of foreigners, luxury?) 


has likewife been brought in with them, and, 


_ thanks to our infernal fovereign, . vice has, now: 


the predominancy, here over.virtue,, Not: but. 
that there are ftill many men in the country truly: 

great ; but. virtue being no longer honoured: 
here, any more than in moft other parts of. the: 
world, their merit fhines with no lufise, ici 
is dificult to be difcovered,. 
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Sequel of the preceding : Converfations of the 
Author with ASTAROTH,~ concerning 
Several perfons, whom they meet by chances 
They pafs thro’ divers cities, Ast as: 
RoTH is forced to take his flight into a= 
nother country. 


T# E beauty of the place I was-in, could 
not for fome time fatiate my eyes. | How-= 
ever, as one grows weary by degrees of looking: 
always'on the fame objects, AsTAROTH, who. 
difcovered my fentiments, informed me that I 
had feen every thing, for that there was-no .o- 
ther difference: among the cities but in their: 
magnitude. What remains for me to give you: 
an idea, of faid he, and which. will appear, 
to you furprifing, is the indolence of thefe very. 
people, 
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ple, who at firft fight appeared to you fo ac-~ 
tive. One’ would be apt to think, by going 
to vifit them at different times,.that they had: 
_ two fouls, one of which was defigned: to mo- 
derate the turbulence of the other. You have 
feen the men in the place of their daily devo- 
tions: let us now enter the circles of their af- 
fSemblies.. Obferve thofe two merchants who 
accoft one another upon the bridge there, By 
the coldnefs with which they receive each other, 
would not you imagine that they were utter 
ffrangers, and that this is their firft interview f 
All this while they are own brothers,. who love 
one another fincerely, and mutually pay. their 
vifits every day. ‘They are both invited into a 
circle of ladies, where they will pafs away their 
‘irkfome moments with incredible pleafure. 
Let-us follow them without being feen. We 
are now in the hall, where you obferve there 
are yet but few people. She who prefides.as 
miftrefs of the place, is a countrywoman_ of 
yours by birth ; but having been educated here, 
fhe has acquired that infolent and formal gravity 
with which fhe falutes all that come to her af-- 
fembly. But look at thofe four nymphs, who 
are now coming up the fteps.. One would take- 
them by their drefsand manner to be actrefles, 
Obferve how. all the gentlemen range them- 
felves around their perfons. ‘Their beauty. and 
lofty carriage enable them every day to make 
new conquefts ; yet the eldef of the four is: 
now far advanced in her eighth luftre. “The- 
fecond follows clofely at her heels ; and aig 
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of them all has found the fecret to fix one admi- 
rer, Their too haughty behaviour, even towards 
their equals, has drawn down on thema great 
number of enemies, who fpare. no pains to 
expofe their faults, and fully their reputa- 
tion. 

See there comes up a_ frefh sag Re- 
mark that beauty richly clad, whom loye has 
reduced to a very wan complection. ‘The gen- 
tleman who leads her is one of her brothers, 
and he to whom the father has entrufted, the 
care of her conduét. The {prightly young pul- 
let, who enjoys an elegant tafte, has fuffered 
herfelf to be charmed by the eloquence.of. a 
handfome young fellow, who wants neither 
learning nor merit, This modifh lover is very 
affiduous in purfuit of his miftrefs, though he 
pants after her wealth more than her perfon: 
but the father of the fair, whofe good for- 
tune has made him forget his: original,. does 
not think fit to approve, of this match. With- 
out compaffion he rigidly withftands the defires 
of his daughter, and by his invincible obftt- 
nacy makes her live a martyr to her. paffion; 
Yet all his precautions cannot; hinder thefe.ten- 
der lovers from holding a very ftrié& correfpon-- 
dence together, There are fome good. fouls 
who. charitably lend an ear to their love, and 
ferye them with great zeal, They. fee one a- 
nother, they have an intercourfe by. letters; 
and the difficulties fhe meets with, far from 
difcouraging the fair, do but help to heighten 
her flame. It is not, I muft. own, Si the 

ame 
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fame with the young man: perfuaded that he 
is altogether as good as his miftrefs, and that 
his birth and merit make fufficient amends for — 
_ his want of riches, the’ contemptuous carriage — 
of his future father-in-law “begins already to — 
make him cool, and he'is in doubt whether to 
proceed or retire: Ere long he will abandon 
this fortune for an amiable young lady, who has 
more beauty, tho’ lefs wealth, and whofe fa- 
mily is more honourable and lefs haughty. 
What! more new faces? cried I, feeing two 
beauties enter of an extraordinary figure, whofe 
skin neither white, nor black, nor red, was of a 
colour that cannot be'defined. Do they come to 
ferve as foilsto thofe lovely creatures they are 
placed. by ?—— You are very right, replied As- 
TAROTH®: itis purely an effe@ of malice that 
they are placed where you fee them. ‘They 
are .countrymen of yours. ‘They had for 
fome years lived in their own province in 
‘very indifferent circumftances, when one of 
their neareft relations, who had heaped toge- 
ther a great deal of wealth under the protection 
of a rich uncle, had the generofity to fend for 
them hither, and to put them into the plight 
which they now appear in. Like all other per- 
fons who are deftitute of education, the change 
of their condition has almoft turned their brains. 
Their behaviour is fo very haughty, that they 
are grown infupportable to all about them. 
Not a foul in the world loves them, and they — 
are admitted into fome publick affemblies, mere- 
ly out of regard to their relations. 
aE: Now 
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Now they bring in. the hot, water ‘for *the: 
ladies, and pipes for the gentlemen. This fcene 
deferves your attention, .The order the ladies 
are ranged in round the table, is worthy to be 
admired, while the gentlemen, ftand. behind 
them, and blow the {moke into their faces with 
a coimic gravity. What,is the-meaning of this 
profound filence? faid 1'to AsTAROT Hs Are 
they going to celebrate fome myftery ?—Not 
in the leaft, anfwered he ; they are filent for 
ro other reafon but becaufe they have nothing 
to fay. But this filence will not be of long 
duration. That, fuperannuated beauty, who 
is the miftrefs of the houfe, is terribly enraged 
with her fervants, and is going to open the con- 
verfation with moft bitter complaints; after 
which every one will pity her without know- 
ing what fhe has faid. . Here come the: cards, 
and the tables are ready for the players: they will 
be all fixed till nine o’clock at night; fo let us 
retire, to avoid the irkfome task of being obliged 
to keep them company. 

Have you any curiofity, faid he, as we came 
gut of this place, to, fee fome of the affemblies 
of men? You muft firft inform me, replied I; 
whether they are any better worth feeing than 
the aflembly we have been in ; for till then 
I can give you no dire& anfwer.—I can affure 
. you, faid he, that they are much worfe. You 
will fee nothing there, properly fpeaking, but 
a parcel of joint ftools, with creatures fitting 
on them, fome at play, others fmoaking, o- 
thers drinking, others quarrelling together, or 

| calumniating 
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calumniating™’the abfent, of arguing without 
a grain of common fenfe. I know enough © 
of thefe matters, faid I, already, not to expofe 
myfelf to the mortification of being an ocular — 
witnefs of fuch ftupidities. A walk will be 
much more agreedble‘and amufing : let us take © 
aiturn this way, ‘I fee a fallow ‘complexion — 
coming towards ‘us at a diftance, and would 
gladly know who it is. The penfive air of — 
the man‘denotes him full ‘of projets. Whi- — 
ther ishe running in fuch a moniftrous hurry? 
Heis running, anfwered AstTaAROTH, toan — 
auétion juft by, in order to buy cheap what he © 
will ‘fell ‘afterwards at an exorbitant price. © 
That fellow would facrifice father and mother — 
for a fingle ducat. Intriguing to the laft de- — 
gree; he knows’ how to make fomewhat of 
every thing. Ashe is but a bad mufician, he 
triesevery means to make amends for this want 
of skill in his calling. “He is become a broker, 
a ufurer, ‘a fharping ‘gamefter, and has a thou- 
fand other different trades, affociated with a 
womans crafty ‘as himfelf, both their aims 
are dire€ted to the fame end. He has found 
thé fecréet however to get five hundred ducats 
out of this woman, who has made him give 
her a bond for ‘it, with which fhe keeps him 
in'awe: “Being’thus obliged to treat her with 
refpect, “he flavifhly fuibmits fo all fhe requires 
of him. It is not long ago that the old hag, 
having determined to arreft a man who owed 
her money, made our mufician fubmit to the 
mean employment of ‘a fetter. By her page 
ne 
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he went to the man that was to be enfnared, 
and learned, from him the precife time in which 
he intended to go abroad. He was not in the leaft 
fufpeéted, and therefore executed his com- 
mifiion with eafe and addrefs, fecuring. their 
prey to the bailiffs; who! were in purfuit of: 
him.—-Such aman. as- this, faid- 1, without: 
queftion, is doomed fer an inhabitant of one of 
the moft gloomy regions in all Tartarus, Lo: 
not deceive yourfelf, Chevalier, replied As- 
TAROTH. but- believe that: the aéions,of' 
mortals are weighed in our empire with the moft 
ferupulous equity. . Every one: there is treated: 
according to his deferts, and fuch aman_as that, 
whofe picture _I have. now given a sketch of, 
will undoubtedly be employed to torment the 
fouls of others. We hate him as much there, 
as you do here, and his fate will be’ to -continue 
bufy and miferable, without intermiffion. |. 

Let us turn our eyes from fuch an object, 
I fee a little deformed man, whofe charatter 
I want to make you. acquainted with.- Do. 
you not perceive fome refemblance -between his 
perfon and.mine? There is yet. more: affinity 
hetween our characters, He: is a ferpent in 
human: form, whofe venemous tongue. {pares 
no mortal. It is true indeed that» he is grown 
fomewhat more difereet of late, fince a.certain 
adventure that happened to him; and« which 
he will never forget as Jong:as he lives: He 
Was on a journey, in purfuit of shis: own mer- 
cantile affairs, when coming one iday.to. an: - 
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F € ee abet terms, A 'Gubs. pie 
who fat at the fame table} with. him,. had), , the 
Patience. to hear him for above. two. hours, with- 
out, making, a_word, ‘of anfwer. Tt. was now . 
late at nig, it: ‘the company feparat . and our 
little man, entirel fatisfied with his own elo- 
_ quence, went to-bed as well as the reft. Far 
from thinking he had brought an enginy. upon 
his back, he was flecping with great tranquility, 
when. jut at day-break, he (Was. aked. by 
certain, taps at Bis, chamber door. : le got ups 
and opened it: hut. low great was ‘his. Adurprife, 
to, fee the. offices. Atanding without, ‘who told 
him - VEY)... politely, and in extreme, “good 
French, ‘that he looked upon him_ to be. 2.gcn- 
tleman, and that he. was come, as et 
of the Swift’ s republick, » to Meuandi“Ee 
tion. for the ex hae “words whichy ie i 
uttered the» evening: ; cfore, ageing the, 5 ae 
body of his nation fy Ty Va Aid did the merchant 
make ufe. of all his eloquence to_ ‘get himfelf 
out of this fcrape: the: officer would liften’ to. 
no other . fort of reparation, but that which, 
he demanded. asa gentleman, ‘Neither praye 
nor tears, tho” vented on his knees, a 
abate the. juft anger -of this military patriot 3. 
who fill “petfilled in his firft demand, till at. lat. 
longer, any having no other room to ‘doubt. ‘that 
he, had to deal with the moft cowardly of man-~ 


kind, dy he faw he had no satis but the chaf- 
~ “¥ement 
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rifemeitt of the dané, which he innflicied wil the 
greateft feverity. The vigorous application of 
this inftrament’ of “revenge, made the other 
ery outin avery pléafant manner. All the 
guefts that Iodgéd’ that night in the fame inn, 
wakened by the fhrill found "of his'voice, came 
running’ to the place, and arrived tite enough 
to” be witnefles ‘of ‘the, ‘diverting’ fpecta- 
cle, the punifhment which his laft ‘night’s ‘im- 
pertinence had “brought on him, ° Pity’ at lad 
relieved him ‘out of the hands of the enemy, 
and he thought himfelf ‘happy ‘in’ getting fo 
well off, ‘Without, pretending to. any retaliation, 
The fhame of fucha cudgelling, ‘prevented his 
doing any more bufinefs in this country, and 
he took the prudent ftep to quit it without de- 
lay. He rode poft home, perfuaded that the 
adventure could not have blown. thither before 
his arrival, and that then he might conteft the 
truth of it when it came to be reporied. “Full 
of this thought, fcarce had he been an hour 
come to town, but he made his appearance 
at a coffee-houfe, the moft frequented of any 
in this country. Without obferving that every 
one was furprifed’ at- his entrance, and ‘mote’ 
fo at his. gay and tranquil ‘air; What nows' - 
have you, gentlemen:? faid he’; add¥effing’ hit 
felf to feveral perfons that he had jaftpa:ed* 
his refpeéts to.” Here is the gazette, Sit; “n=” 
fwered one'of the comipany; take it and read.” 
In the article from. Frankfort, you will find’ 
a piece of news that a Tittle .conterhs youre 
In a word, the fiery “was there adniirably well” 
eae Z. 


. — qpethingmore »wepsing-to flrike a icandenre | 
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“told, with sSlictapet clnalgan ibaa: Fe 


-fefionds: Hesremained dumb, ‘and: motionlets: 
vend having, in thisymanner, Gueir’aahedecgh. | 
.seriotahemhal orommpenya Seliquerterofeabenr, 
ohersetized: ; with), the utmoft, diforders;andoat 
sthe-very: brink, of di@raQion.)) Since. this time, 
a tholohispreal charadter be -the) fame, it, is ob- 
— that, he takes.more: care whent; he fpeaks 
eforey a8, wellvaswhat he fays, How anany- 
then: are) there,,. eho: might,,receive a : 
at cha a wholfome correction, 5” atl 
idubok at+that; aman who new: fatéac him = | 
eiieboncinantl him. the fecond tomeiof thefame — 
oibeacks dAs he had bis. education.ander.anwoman, — 
_ obhisy chief occupation -is «calumny, :»andehe Has — 
cwhgentuted from, shis infancy!to fpeak ill of all 
>. oetmankinds ‘as owell-thofe. whom. shesknows;::as 
‘uthofecke does not know.» Somedays vago,:be- 
-didng atothe-pley, be -pointed out «a. .youngilady 
-sivithwbieiager;. addamuled -himfelf: with: a 
efsiend) whosiwasveryomueh: like-:him, ther 
~vexpencés, Ainhappily:: he. -was-overheard by, a 
ovpentloinan who: :had.a love for the: Jady,sand 
\shadrwithal no-tafleof raillery:> He» madedur 
ndatgher conte téshim>:between «the featscof the 
stheatees nunider pretence:.of shaving femething 
syofoimportante totawhifper sim: his éar. Fhe 
oseomplimentohes made chim!) was, -juft the ‘fame 
ips the Swifsve fice bad.madein:Getmany.4 and: 
cit was neceived.in much: the fame snanner; twith 
os Neryraridancredcufes.: 2: ‘But: his-enemy ‘prefently 
_ hdofkalliipatience, and.attacked him fiercely with 
tandy-cuffs in the face,till he laid him fprawling. 
- at 
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at his feet, and fo diverted the whole audience 

with a very travi-comieabfeéne © Cov '0) 
‘But what, faid I, ‘beeanve of the°young” man 
after fuch an affront Did “he leave theccity ; ; 
or’was the honour of the'other repaired ‘b by fome 
fatisfaction proportionablete the infult ?’Neither 
oné‘nor the othery "Sir, replied As TARO TH 3 
the matter: pafled coffin’ filence! with» ‘repard 
to him ; only fome perfons,'who had’no concern. 
an the afair; made themfelves merry with’ it a_ 
long “time after, at the’ expence’ of the poor 
fufferer?® Tr has been: faid. however’ fincep that 
this correctioty was' not fufcient’ to fupprefs the 
_-venom/of his*tongue ;for that having fucked in 
“iflander with his milky his malady: was become 
“incurable. If we had’time to traverfe the whole 
“Leity, and-examine every individual, with whofe 
charaéter T’could entertain you, it would: find - 
“usa good'deat of employment:. “Remark::thac 
~S¢hariot “whichis driven°on’ a: fulb trctjcand . 
¢comes*along by theifideoof us. Theimymph- 
© within’ itis a good-natured® beauty: whovhas « 
‘given.up her honour, with very little diferetion, 
* to the gentleman who-fite’by her. -He‘is go. 
ing into acountry he is-acquainted with; where 
‘fhewill very foon be-relieved: from a’ periodical 
“tympany, that.begins to make fome :noif in 
the city. ©Sixoweeksoabfence will makevher.a. . 
‘thorough virgim againy when fhe: willireturn.. 
to her lodging with:as much innocent confidence 
as the moft: chafte 'veftalim the world couldbe . 
“miftrefs of Very few perfons however wilt be.de- 
Sostdeh ide: xr ig oe va jealous old ‘maid has 
ATR pagbas: 200% icailianticned : 
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difcovered: the feoret,o andi deals. it: about to 
all her neighbours; the affair will foon become, 
pablic; but mifs,:who ‘has:a good-deal sof wity. 
williaugh it off, cand» go om in wher old ways 
eolbet'us ftand on one fide,vandamakeroomfor 
thatcoach.:): The perfon-it'carries>isian officer. 
ofvdiftinétion, who’ is: haftening ):to; difhonour. — 
himielf forever, by a proceeding that will be 
altogether as prejudicial to him as inconfiderate. 
DiftraGed at the infidelity of a very rich wife; 
whom he married oply forher fortune, he gives — 
himfelf upventirely to: his pafion,and is refolved 
to expofe his:difgrace'to ‘the ‘eye of the:public: 
Tetusfollow him with -allfpeeds «and feeh-we - 
are come to the end of our journey: © The Ma- 
giftrates are here’ within, andthe Jady ftands 
aecufed of beftowing part of-her favourson one 
of her footmen. Now: they, enter her:chamber, 
and have fufficient evidence,ofthe crime :cbut * 
madam, °*youthear; *brazens.it out. Pleafed: that 
her rafeally lover :has::found: means“to efcape, _ 
fhe knows, ‘that for her own part,a few months . 
imprtifonment ‘is the worft they: can-infli& on. 
Ker, ‘Thusall. the difhonour will fall on her 
husbands: who will have time to repent-at leifure . 
the imprudent ftep he now. takes in. fuch.a 
SAstTaARoTH, faid Ij you {peak of this af- 
faitin a mighty. ludicroussmanner.. What, 
becaufe 2n honeft man has the misfortune .to 
martry°a debauched woman,’ is. he: torbe dif- 
praced'for the ill condu&~ of his-wife?. Does 
equity countenance ‘fuch.a fenfelefs nent ‘as 
Vises «FNL IIWebiw yuilsay. 2 this ? = 
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his 2 What cansequity:do 2 anfwered my quon-) 
dame Hermit Tis Tata van eftablifhedrule in. 
nioft countries. of the worldi;,and which. neither. 
juftice nor -reafonshas force: enough » to: abolifly. 
‘There is:only:.one way. of avoiding: a . difgrace 
of this natures» and>that: your country+men/are. 
the only» people: who: know, or at, leaft) who. 
practife, . They have:eyes and fee not, ‘or preé 
tend howevernot. to.fee, and thus prevent the. . 
publication of theiredifgrace iy, never conpetans. 
ing of their misfortunes . 

Take a view of: that: ea burgher, Wha ie 
now: :entering his»-houfe.»He is.a- venerable 
member ‘of-an ailembly that was inftituted with. 
thehigheft wifdom ; but;, thanks. to my-diabo- 
lical brethren, he is now entirely fallen from all 
thatonce made him the object of refpeQ.;\ Not. 
many years ago-he got his: bread by his hammers 
fince -when,-having, found: an. opportunity: to - 
get intothe mercantile, way, fortune has. fa- 
voured him jn-fuch.a manner, that he is become - 
one of. the richeft:men, in the whole. republic, 
His felicity, I. niuft own,. has-not -been uninter- 
rupted. His wife, a coquet of the. firft rate; 
has made: him: fwallow: many a,bitter Poe s but ~ 
hes, like a. prudent: many: always-took the moft. . 
probable meafures for hiding his misfortune. 
from: the eyes-of theworld.. He-had even fuc- 
ceeded, if his wifey, more. crafty. than- himéeelf, 
had not feigned-a dreadful cholick, juft at. the- 
very moment when they. were to fet out op a. 
Jong country. journey;,, ‘The |fatal fifters, fince - 
thatyohave -cutcthe thread .of her, eee 
rigs, and her wealthy widower lives perfe 
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at eafe, and refpedtd by all thofe who pay their 
worthip 1 to fortune!” ~ 
“But tell me, faid T, ibaa is chy body’ “of 
people, of which ‘I ‘now’ ‘make’ “one myfelfroe 
is, anfweréd ASTAROTH, is Called @ very 


7 4 Ligh 
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wifeaflembly, tho’ moft of the! members of it have 


heither wit nor judgment, °but’ are blinded “by 
theif paffions, and aét only witha view to their 
intereft, or from caprice, or fometimes agree- 
ably’ to the folicitation ‘of their wives. He who 
prefides among them is ufually'a’ very’ venerable 
man, but one who is refpected only in appears 
ance, and no ‘farther attended to than’ his “opi- 
nions are conformable. to. thofe”of ‘the’ ignorant 


wretches he is obliged to propofe them to, who ~ 


even acted as if they vied with each other who 
fhould thwart him the moft? fo much ‘does 
pride predominate in this auguft body. For the 


moft part, indeed, “it is compofed of ‘men ‘who. 


underftand commerce, “but ‘whofe- knowledge 
‘eads them “no farther. As they “know 
the whole’knot of them to be chofen only out 
of regard to their “fortune, they think of ‘no- 
thing but aggrandizing: themfelves, without tak 
ing any trouble ‘to acquire thofe qualities that 
are requifite, in order to fill up with dignity the 
fun@tion ‘of “their “high” officer, which apg 
Breat’ capacity and penetration, ~~ 

“My “deat Astarors, ‘faid“T, will you 
pleafe to ‘let me have a view of foe of theié 
aflemblies:, I fhould take ‘a delight in hearing 
fome'cafes of ‘Confcience decided by men’ who 


kiiow nothing ‘more’ than the current*value of © 


foreign “coin, "Their fentinients, I imagine, 


mutt 
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mutt vary, he: ss rpablic Seek among brokers. 
>What you defire,:faidy Asa ee aiggin- 
deed a Very humourous piece of di on}; 
referveritifor another, opportunity... Tat i fe 
ae z ParASAnSERIEDIS cog ia 
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him with all, oe Ls ‘we made fugh 
hafte as to be. at, our journey’s.end time efiough 
£0. fatisf your, -curiofity... “i 

DPhe, firtt; thing my_ Devil. did, was. to. lead 
me- into-a houfe fo infeGed, that. the very {mell 
Atruck. me-down-on.the floor. Even. Ast a- 
ROTH, for his part, little delicate as he. was, 
owned hiinfelf unable to bear the fiench, Pkis 
shoufe-held the «dead. careafe ofthe perfon. who 
Jhad sbrought ys-hither,. Whoever. the fubject 
be, cried, I,59.. had_.much -rather. leave my- Cu- 
| Fiofity,ungeatified, than run the rifque of getting 

any +contagious diftemper..—- This infection, 
-antwered - STAROTH,. x Pentagtt: only frden- 
otheir haying, by dire@ion fr ae a_Jew,opened the 
couple to embalm.it, Tho’ the wretch was rotting 
to pieces even before the-departureof ber foul, the 
-perfonwho'now.takes fo. much-care of. her Sune 
sal doated.on her, Let us goto this houfe, which 

ds.;jutt by, -andsI: will, conduct you. quite. to 
hie own apartments, .Woould you. not think, 
“by. the.griefyou.fee him, in, that.bis Jof...was. 
picaiid ? Vet, all this, ssiiccmaal is, Spy 
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forsanpaultry aétrefs; who play’d her pattindeed’ 
effectually with® him! ‘abridged “hinr of ‘his'do* 
mefticksatpleafure, and fold "him ‘her’ favours — 
only for ready money,’ Now ‘he is deprived’ of. 
her, his'richesofeem™ to be’a-burthen'to-him, ~ 
and hislife,: for the "futiite; wilk be” one con=! 
tinued:fcenevof ‘urteafinefs: “All his enjoyménts 
arelutterlyblafted, ‘and he''permits” nobody to — 
fee-him butflatterers,;who have the complaifance: — 
torbewail his misfortunesjand dwell on the virtues 
of-hisslafcivious miftrefs, Seé that old man that. 
comes:in this‘moment’: he is ‘the’ moft cele-" 
brated poet of your ‘nation, atid has been enticed 
hitherby'the-bountiés of our wealthy mourner. 
His.buftnefs ‘is to pay the compliment of condo- 
Jance,which he accompanies with an elegy ,that, 

- tho’ sit be very Jahouid and jejune, and much 
below his‘other writings, will be better pzid 
for than ‘his beft pieces. He who follows him 
isa mufician’ no Jefs famous, ‘who comes to raife 
contribution on the Tfraelite, for the prefent 
of a Madrigal, that he has got writ for him, 
and to which he himfelf “has compofed an air. 
As this Jittle piece is extremely fuitable to the 
circumftances the Jew is now in, he ‘is not 
afhamed to feta’ price on it himfelf, and’ will 
really-get the whole fum he demands. 

Bvt whovis he that comes in with fo gay-an air, 
that'one would be apt to think his only bufinefs 
wastoinfult the aff'Gion -of the good-natured 
Iftaclite? That, faid AsTAROTH, is another ~ 
poet,sa man of great ‘reputation,’ but of fo — 
frank and‘open’.a* deportment, “that “he ‘cannot ~ 
peared diflemble.. 


Pe] 





The Devil Hermic’ «288 


diTemble,.. He could not fubmit:toxtnakesany! 
advantage, of ‘this opportunity,,! and his! inatirab 
politenefs., is the only motive -of | his;coming hix 
ther, ..where he will receive nothing), but-empty: 
thanks for, his, candid compliment,—Hah, revi 
plied I, I know that. charming, poet? he is the 
very flower of all» our wits,.and) werwant-nos: 
body now here..but the: hero of Parnaflus;; that: 
univerfal, genius, .and ,mode,-of good: taftew' 
Leafily, comprehend, faid_my. very: good guide,* 
whom. you f{peak: of.: He. has juit, been cto get» 
him/elf, puffed; in the: gazette, and is this-mo-+ 
nient,, you.fhall fee, coming into the citys’ 
let_us go and. meet, him, » But, adds my, :meta+' 
morphofed devil, as.he came.out of the Iftaes 
Jlite’s: houfe, it were. to. be wifhed; . for .~his' 
fake, that, all. perfons.of underftanding-were ‘of 
your opinion...» They would. .not. then <leffen! 
his good qualities, by attributing.to him;cettaim! 
bad ones, that are ufually found only. in) folks’ 
of my, fpectes, Or in: thofe who ,are. thdught> 
the moft to.refemble us... What do you. imagine» 
he is coming here to do? His bufinets is, with= 
out. well concerting his fcheme, to. bite a book-" 
feller more: crafty than himfelf, to .whom he» 
has: fold a manufcript that h¢ wants’ to get ont!: 
of his hands agains: Obferve how, he ‘proceeds. 
-— I perceive Monty tid I, thatthe bookfeller 
refufes. him, — His. pretended defign,. contis’. 
nued AsTAROTH, js to make fome correcs» 
tions to. the advantage, of the work: yet the’ 
fufpicious fhopkeeper is afraid to truft.bim, ando= 
dogs it only on the condition.that he fhall.write: 
; aR he * them 





peels dan baum pee Aesrtoe and 
has wfinifhed: his deaszay.and obferve, how 
he; feems,i Now -he--jokes -withw his 
Bookfeller,, -and. bas 4 tertiary to»confefs 
what he. has. a wl Do.but obferve thafe two: 
ironical faces! ho ever. beheld. fuch a. book- 
feller.?: He: returns: ‘his:thanks to the i 
author. with: as: much complaifance, as-if he, 
oe fineft things in the world. He.fox 
in a that whatever-he may be pleas’d. 
: a ok for.his:own, part. he is fo. very fentible of 
the excellence: ob, his alterations, that, he.,will 
meee copy to... prefsdire@ly,.. and printsit 
them as foonias pofible, . The poct: goes 
outs-butfee, he has not got, tem yards, before.a: 
fudden refleGtion. makeshim..ftop.. He. perceives. 
__ his own: blunder, and, confiders .that. what he 
has. done.is. as contrary.to his reputation, as. to 
his, honour... He turns back. oblerve.; -but.itis 
~ now, too late... The, fault. is comunitted, and. 
the, mercilefs bookfeller.will not Jiten. to. any 
accommodation, Several perfons.of diftinaion. 
~ fhalb.for,a long while ufe their. intereft in. vain.: 
the :author will ftoop.to.any. thing, to--obtain: 
his, defire ;. but, all will end only in. hiscown - 
ganbalignvanietbe. sismpl 9 of. a he 
’ ; 
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- But whether is he now going? He feens, 

methinks, to meditate fome fecret journey. 
I have it now. He is to fet out incognito 

this evening for a neighbouring province, in 
order to engage the gazette printer to infert in 
his news a {tanza of a piece that he ts himfelfex- - 
tremely fond of, but which the criticks 
will univerfally condemn. Let us keep all 
the way at his heels and fee, we are already 
at the printing-houfe, where our author addref- 
fes himfelf in the moft obliging terms, to his 
very good friend the gazetteer. He tells him, 
that he enjoys a fenfible pleafure in his corref- 
pondence, that his letters are the moft {pirited 
she receives from any body, and that his paper 
is the beft digefted of any now in vogue; ina 
word, well knowing ‘the man he has to deal 
with, he honours him at laft with the title of 
learned, though he does not even know what 
the belles-lettres mean, and is ignorant of the 
very fituation of thofe places he is obliged to 
mention in his.hebdomadal fheet. Obferve the 
fawning fycophant ! Why does he not tell him, 
in the fame-breath, that he isa very handfome 
fellow, and quite genteel? But, fuch a plain 
truth as that will give the gazetteer no extraor- 
dinary pleafure. He loves’ flattery, efpecially 
from a:wit, and upon the fubje& of his own 
parts. Now he promifes all that the author re- 
quires-‘of him; and to-morrow he will adver- 
tife, that this ftanza is the laft of many which 
have been fent to the court of a young king, 
and mcft gracioufly received by the hopef } 
Aa monarc! » 
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monatch+-But what, fays I, fignifies a néwes, 
paper: puff?, Will the :public, do you. think, 
give credit).to, it,2) The. public! anfwered my 
guide ;,/a' very, pretty jeft.indeed! Do. you. not 
know the, public. to be. afubtile old fox, that i is ; 
notfo eafily taken ?. The conniffeurs,,will pene- 
ttrate the whole fecret, as well as. if. Ishad {pread | 
ait myfelf: and.no more will] be gathered from — 
it, than that the gazetteer is the poet’s friend ; 
‘but:as to the goodnefs of the. piece, that time 
-muft determine. .. You and] however may pro- 
nounce the ‘mean-while, that the. printed ftan- 
za isnot worth.a farthing,, and. that if. the 
-seftiof the ode beno.better, it will appear that, 
from an excellent poet, the fieur ToLvalRre 
.is become'a mere.verfifier. 

‘ By-whatsI perceive, faid I to AsTAROTH, 
othe poet you fpeak, of js not much yin ana 
ofavour.s,But, happily for shim, you Jie un 

‘ithe imputation, of having a very ae shapad cath 
“Your judgment.,will never. prevail againtt, that 
hef a-monarch, -who is. celebrated all, over Chri- 

- fteridom: for. an. exquifite judgment, and who, 
(they: fay, has; lately’ honoured our author with 

a letter under.-his own hand, full. of the moft 

oobliging teftimonies of, efteem. and good-will. 

-flave'you tread the, epiftle which the fieur_ de 

“VoryatRre has. juft now, addrefled. to. his 
vanajetty: ‘ih retutn?.-Can-any. one fay, with jut 
-ticeyrthat itedegenerates, from the beauty. of his 
~other:poems?), Yet / this was hid laft work, ; :ahd 
call Ps ste “— ah ops 


® 
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from it that his. mufé hac not avindotibdehtiny 
 asthis” alitagonifts wotld fain make us‘bélie vey Bg 
“Where ‘are, your? thoughts’: TOW}! ‘my dear 
Chevalier? replied’ As? A ROTH? °’Phe=pies 
you" talk of ig “the “mont bunglinglyséonceived 
that can’ poffibly: be'imagined # the Ypdet, when 
he compofed it; miift Havé® been’ defticute sof all” 
common fenfé. Who* but’ he ever ‘undertook - 
to praife’a fon at the “expence'of “father’s re- 
putatioh” whom. he’ loved, and whofe: meniory 
is yet dear in his' eyes? What ideainutt Tor = 
VAIRE have of the prince whom*he flatters>in 
this manner ? ‘Does he’ think *tovenhance the 
virtues of the new monarch’ by treating ‘his! fa- 
ther as avaritious, unjuft,’ and ‘cruel? Tt: is: not 
my private judgment,’ Chevalier, ‘that can do~ 
any Hino to the’ reputation” of the poet! you 
fpeak of } but the opinion-of alt: people of tafte 
muft weigh fomething, and they confpiresto 
regard this epiftle as the very tomb of:common 
fenfe, It has aecorditigly’ been treated: with 
the contenipt it*deferves= hisinconfiderate zeal 
has made him at Once’ lofe! alt the monarch’s €f- 
teem. Hé now owns'the blunder that »hasfor 
ever precluded him’ “fromthe “prefence » vof this 
ince: but what Grieves ‘him the moft, vis: to" 
‘fee him(elf fruftrated’ of a very confiderable pra- 
tuity, which ‘he: depended: on’ receiving.: » His 
enemies triumph on’ this occafion: I will thew 
ou one little’ piece, writ by a poet, remarka- 
‘e or'h’s natural vein “of humour, ‘whom per- 
a fou. will russe by ‘his ftile, Read’ here, 
53 Aa 3 fir, 
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fir, faid he : at the fame time giving me a papery — 
upon pwhich the following verfes were. writ-— 
ten; ape bean ree pege + mM 


folast ylt off veod gon blups tages sd TY 
Why, faith, TorvarR E is a great ma io 
Roman or Greek,. deny’t who can} A 
For talents, none will find his equal, << 
In times elaps’d, or in the fequel, 
Infpir’d he raves in lofty. metre, —— 
And feems all wild-fire and falt-petre +. 
Nor epigram, nor epick ftraing , i 
Can tire his mufe, or give her pain. -., 
For hift’ry he was ne’er to ek; re 
He writes a tragedy per week. © 
- With heaps. of philofophic letters, 
Sent in all countries to his betters, 
All vaftly learn’d and writ in verfe, 
He tricks up f{cience, trite and terfe; 
Poet, hiftorian, politician, cs Seu 
Merchant, bookfeller, and phyfician, 


. Comedian, ufurer, and wit,. —— 
_ What is there but Totvaire can hit? 
. In NewTon deep, he knows not why, 

- He meafurés light, defines the eye : 

_Ofevery thing the undertaker, - 

_. "Turns deift, empirick, and quaker, 
His new poetique we expect, ; 
Clear, comprehenfive, and corre&, 

_ Great judge of tafte, for public profit, _ 
He lately form’d.a goddefs of it, 
And_clapp’d her in a fhrine more odd 

‘Than ever held a heathen god, 2 


ww r 
’ 


oe Religion, 


The Det Hern — ROR 
Ruleoi' & government,” eee, >® ° 3d bist ak 
ge cteae Wich (arty ana Pat Helen. pone 
rhe ae for his poetic oh 

Sent could not. book is fl fenfe). 
Sufi ane 1g wool lage, 
A baftif pena 10 AMO 
Puff'd’ ie af eos enumeH aa! 
For greater’ Biot how he quarrels’ 
A new CAPENEUS, ere his tittie, uqtal 
Attacks a mortal’ god th ‘rhyme. wv — 
With fuch 4 prince to make a réut,t *°"* 
. Whofe elogy will live'withouty* °°’ ge 
And wants no founding * ‘Hebrew ‘ame fo 
But I have quite: ‘worn ‘out my theme, otf 
And muft conclude; fay” ar ween, 
That, faith, Torvarre. ig Ea HA 


Well, faid AStAROTH, ‘feet having alten ¢ 
me time to examine this { ect’ : up what 
do you' ‘think of our anegytick? Who ‘do You 
imagine to be“ the author, of it if TF it be “pot * 
AsTAROTH aos ‘id’ a Ta am 2 really: in- 
capable of judging. Y our pan yrick, as you: ri 
it, is a ve imafter-p ben e il: iutale,” 
could be aictaied only from fore ¥ aA oe i : 
cafion of ie ntimie Ht “or, by a fey mae ‘corny ~ 
of reales it hata “not be: pardon nable’ iA a 
mortal, : Ftp hat, Added I, is the mean} ng © 
of your “Daft tina ing’ cfis, ahs t OLVATRE 
fuftained, ¢ fed to the. laughter, off aly then? | 
Tt is only, sue she, 2 ana alfufion toa't vi lin ie 
vehturess which is common enough a 
ets, “whom the mufes never infpire sit pru- 

ak Seat dence; - 
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sdence.w He! was obtiged>to’ pay'a final! penalty 
foria fineo fatirical ftroke' on ‘the. ‘chevalier de — 
Romany thatowas aly “The chevalier ‘had no — 


taftevof raillery, ‘and did not.think it wouldibe- 
‘come ‘hinvto fighta’duel with a poet; >whom 
‘heshad fee apage nor’ many years before :ofo. 


che ‘contéhted ‘him@lf ‘with giving up? ‘Tou. — 


VAUERE to'a good ‘liberal drubbing, which his 
‘footmen infliéted, himfelf ftanding by to fee the 
vepération, ‘This ‘hiftorical ‘anecdote, « tho’ of 
long! ftanding, ‘could? not, “you “fee, efcape the 
“memory “ofan vanimated enemy.'> I am ‘even 

forpfifed that he'did not 'add to the qualities of 
omrdeForvARe thetitle of fmugelers for 
“you cannot but know the accident ‘that happe- 
“nedtohim a little while! ago, with regard to 


ey, 





a 


“Yerne’ piGures-that he was going to’ fend out of — 


“ade-country ‘into-another without» paying: the 
“duties? Certainly, anfwered I, that‘adventure is 
known tovall the world’: but it no otherwife 
“concerns ‘the public ‘than juft to expofe the ava- 
rice’ of the ‘poet. “Obferve him: now rifing, 
“and paying his refpeéts to the company. What 
is the meaning of that’ precipitation ? Isany 
“Fmportant -affair’ come ‘into’ his’ -head, whith 
“ebliges him to-run away fo abruptly oc. 


pifl Al: Chevalier, replied my inftru€tor, one 


Osnay’éafily perceive’ you are no’ poet, and ‘that: 


_ youdo hot fo'much as know what a” poet ‘is, 


2 Popoet, fir; is'a kind of ‘heteroclite animal,, 
“a very odd’ machine, compofed of enthufiafms, 
und which*moves ‘almoft always “by: fitsand 
oftarts. He ‘comes and“goesy: is:oina” hurry, 
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or. quite! indolents, often,.withont kAOwings for 

whatireafon,,or without, thinking) of what) he 
is about, |, He-before you, -pleafed) with: havifig 
obtained his defire,) as, impatient to!be gone into 
ncther place, (His bogkfeller’s thick Mill:runs ° 
in. his;heado: for the’she bad, been: ufed him(elf 
-to.déceive othersy the,ftratagem (of this citizen 
farpaffes his fubtle imagination... He. defigns to- 

spay, him another, vifit,,and make®ufe. of freth 
_artifices: let, him go. by himfelf. We may 
ofind-him again .when. we shave a, mind to. it; 
othat is,. after I-have made, you acquainted: with: 
» feveral otheriperfons that [perceive in jthis.city. 
.o} He! who paffes' along before us,.and,'whofe- 

_white hair ; gives) him, a, venerable. afpedt, ..is-a 
philofophical merchant, -who) gilds ever all his 
-aGtions with an affected fanGity,.. which has, ac- 
~ quired him, much reputation among: a, certain 
Species of men.; To-hear, hiny talk, one would 
fay that charity tochis, neighbour was the pri- 
mum; mobile of, all” his; actions: yet..he. never 
ends a-halfpenny but-upon good pledges, which: 
he ufually,keeps; and fometimes his zeal carries: 
-him fo far,. that he-writes againft. the reputa- 
_ tion of perfons, whom he knowsonly upon the 
tcftimony of certain hypocrites, .who impofe'on 
his pious, credulity... Blinded) by /intereft, his 
governing paflion, he lately. took.it in) his, head 
_to write a panegyrick on).ufury. .According 
to his . fentiments,. grinding the face,of the 
poor is become.a-holy work,. meritorious in 
the man. who doves it, and what .will.the moft 
-infallibly;conduct.him: to. heaven. “Phis fyliar. 
° 
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fpends, whole.da: 2y8, a Ben g. to- 
gether authorities to inert n his mi "that : 
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rps ap.sthele, big ere he f ou und. he 
fecret, of »getting in agit “heads Pa thefe" 
dealers in. mot Vas and dnterefting them in his_ 
misfortune, It is a.pleafure,. Chevalier, to {ce 
with what addrefs he. plucks em. fe anu 
~ own indeed, .at, the far RE that he is yer y- 
ferviceable>to, their. whol ca ale wel} ED 
intereft.in his own, {COURECY, , as 
corsefpo _which enable bys to, it 
om pro ribited, books, into. foreign parts. OF 
all. difguifes, there is none. more ee 4 
than the mask of. devotion. A.chest that make 
a.judicious ufe, of . elt, may, reprefent.. all forts. 








ebaradters, and,besfure of LE, many, dupes z as; he, ‘ 
¢. 


eortverfes,, with honeft to. aigupex6 


orLook atithat troop,of, totic Brian ighase ; 


nomi¢s7.it .is.a-colleGion. of. monks and Hats 
of, ecclefialticks. and feculars, .who all. SPE 
compole,a-body, of, mountcbanks, that 
‘Shiwat work enough for their’ matters, sy 
cannot 
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cannot at prefent tell what courfe to take, 
Would one not imagine from their'affible’‘af- ‘ 
pects, that they were a very docile fort °of* 
people? Yet is there nothing more” arrogant 
than ‘thefe cabalifts. ~Oftentation ‘is’ thé very™ 
rule’ they go by. Under the affetted outfide of! 
a sate ~ modefty, they ~ coriceal a’ pride! 
which perfuades them that they are infallible in): 
their decifions, and much more able men than 
their fuperiors. Beyond thefe defamatory libels, 
are a fet of malignant capmen, who invéigh 
againft the moft venerable perfons. “ Happy in 
being born with brilliant and fubtile gentus’s;* 
they had well nigh carried on their point as* 
gainft their antagonifts, Thefe latter could Ay: 
only with one wing, when the death of a pious 
man, of the fociety of mountebanks, made them. 
_ commit fuch extravagancits*.that have at laft 
unmasked ‘them, 2°, Sf tHaenR hig te 
Look at that full-chefted young man, and 
obferve how pale,’ meagre,” and ‘disfigured he 
appears. Scarce has he ftrength to {et one foot 
before the other. But a few years ago he was 
one of the fineft genius’s in Europe, and the 
moft familiarly acquainted with polite literature, 
He was, in a word, the delight of all men of 
tafte : but being unhappily the fon of an enthu- 
fiaft, he has taken it in his head to follow his 
father’s precepts of divinity. Fafts and other 
aufterities have fo impaired his health; that ‘he 
is little lefS than’ guilty of voluntary ‘felf-mur- 
der, ‘Yet, weak she is, if you were to fee 
him upon the ftage’ of’ our’ mountebanks, :you 
BUR Stow" Tyo 


ad TBS Det Heit 
we 3! uf het «! 


equally Srpiited ‘At at. isa gaility ind yu 
eng oe ae a, you fi ff foot pan and 
our oO ftronge! 


ieiing.! a “down, . wonder of, ‘wonilers | 


effort. of | his diabolical 1 Maje 
mo ae ieee many foolifh, fouls ne is es 


hook every day, ‘and, take for a diving. ‘work. a 
mere frpicsl operation, | a mere illufion of the 
prince of devil sf This , is one of the fubj fi 
that I Spore in time to Jet you. théroughly 
into, and. concerning, “which 1 ave many fur- 
prifing. particulars to tell you. 

But how, faid 1, fhall we fad any agree. - 
ment between fats and aufterities, and. tragi- 
eal < operations *— Will you be. gay this fim- 
ple? replied. Ast aroTH. jou not 
know ‘that. “there. ‘muft. be a zo lance of 
virtue to “gain the popelace, and fecure the - 
peptide ce of honeft. omen Befides, fanatifm. 

decay that ‘makes more. ravage than 

the ‘plague, The’ there dre a great many ‘hy: 
aaa amongft thofe mountebanks, there may 
ea alfo. fome. ound, ‘who, fedaced by enthufi- 
fm, act with Bncerity, and from an involun- 
fary. impul’e. _ That. large lean fellow is one 
Of this. number. He has facrificéd riches, ho- 
hours, frien s, and-even reafon itelf, for the 
glory of ‘the fe. But it is quite otherwife 
vith that plump red-faced lad, with a demure 
countenance. _ That is. Our faithful, and. dear 
friend Le Griorin. Prompted, t too far. by 
ie turbulent { isit, he was, obliged fome years 
ag9 to-leave. ‘Fence i in order to rot je “pu 
nifhment - 
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nifhment due to, his, intrigues, which , were 
moré mercenary than cabaliftic. "He was. thea 
the’ very humble’ fadtor of the mountebanks, ‘a 





calling” the .profits ‘of Which “were “not ‘equi. 
wabHt tp" the Nise? All that, he, acquired 
therefore’ ‘was poverty ;,and at his arrival in 
this country UPAR Waa a aehy. skeleton: 
his ragged: robes declaréd his mifery to be molt 
deplorable ; he had’ not even fhoes to his feet, 
‘In. this plight he moved the compaifion of fome 
tender-hearted people.. Certain devout : fouls, 
who go to heaven for printing invectives again{t 
others, admitted “him into the “number. of 
their domefticks ; and his intriguing genius 
foon advanced him.Hé became’ the héad ‘fervant 
of the printing-houfe, and knew: fo well how to 
make a good ufe of hig poft, that he’ printed 
numbers of books ;for himfelf at his maiter’s 
expence, The mask of ‘hypocrify ‘for a: Tong 
time protected him : but at laft, the’ eyes’ of his . 
fuperiors were opened, the, fraud was “attefted, 
aid poor, GtLo 18 was turtied. out Of doors, 
tho’ with more indulgence than was due ‘to his 
one area crime Bape § a hint, he had 
already got. together a good fum of money 3 and, 
Tittle ddeatted Rata att World fi eh sae 
he purfued at his ‘own charge what he had be- 
gun at the charge of his mafters : fet up.a print- 
ing houfe for himfelf, and gradually rofe opon 
their ruin. His vintriguing genius carries ‘him, 





_ thro’ evety ‘thing: he begins already to fay 
rich ; and there is no doubt but in'a fittle time 
he will be one “of ‘the firft men or Bebra 
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feffion. I have many things to to tell you cort= 
cerning him: but a fuperior power obliges me 
to leave you. I cannot ftay a moment. Fare- 
_ well! You fhall fee me again foon, when per- 
haps you may find me more diverting than you 
‘have hitherto done. 

As he fpoke thefe-words, AsTARoTH dif- 
appeared, without giving me time to make 
him any anfwer, or letting me know how long 
it would be before he returned. 


FINIS. 
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Printed by Cuanres JTepuson.in Wine 
Office Court, Flertftreet. 
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I. Philofophical Account of the’ Works of 

EN Nature, as founded in a Plan laid down 

, by the late Mr, Addifon.. Containing. 
the feveral pba pik remarkable in the Mineral, . 
Vegetable and Animal Parts of the Creation, tend- 
ing to the Compofition of a Scale of Life, a Re- 
prefentation of the prefent State ‘of Gardening 
throughout Europe in general, and Great-Britain in 
particular, New Experiments relating to the Im- 
provement of barren Grounds, Timber, Fruit-trees, 
Vines, Saliads, Pulfé, and all Kinds of F Grain ;.Ob- 
fervations on the Hufbandry of Flanders in fowing~ 
Flax; whereby Land may be advanced Cent. per 
Cent. adorned'with Variety of curious Cuts, drawn: 
and epgraven by the beft Mafters. ‘The Second E- 
dition Revifed and greatly Augmented. Price bound 
in Calf 6s. 

II. The Gentleman and Farmer's Guile for the 
Increafe_ and Improvement of Cattle, wiz. Lambs, 
Sheep, Hogs, Calves, Cows, Oxen.  Alfo the beft 
Manner of Breeding and Breaking Horfes, both for 
Sport and Burden: With an Account of’ their re- 
fpective Diftempers, and the moft approved Medi- 
cines for the Cure of them. Alfo fome Obferva- 
tions on the many Benefits of the Woollen Manu- 
factures of Great Britain, and the great Advanta 
arifing from Hides, Tallow, &¥c, Illuftrated with 
Copper pit The Third Edition. Price bound 
in Calf, 4 

Ii. ‘Hiftory, of Succulent Plants; containing the - 
Alges; Ficoids (or Fig Marygolds ) Torch-Thitle 
Melon-Thittles, and fuch er a are not capal le 
of an Hortus Siccus. Engraven from the Originals, 
on Co “apeer Plates. With their Defcriptions and Mane - 


ner of Culture. 
P 2. TY, Com-’ 


Beoks frinted fer James Hodges. 

TV. Compleat Seedfman; fhewing the beft and 
eafieft Method for Raifing and Cultivating every 
Sort of Seed belonging to a Kitchen and Flower 
Garden; with neceffary Inftru€tions for Sowing of 
Berries, Maft, and Seeds of Ever-Greens, Foreit- 
Trees, and fuch others as are proper for Improving 
of Land. Price 1 s. —_ All the above Books by 
_ Richard Bradley, Profeffor of Botany in the Univer- 

fity of Cambridge, and F.R. S, 5 
_V. Anew Treatife of Hufbandry, Gardening, and 
other curious Matters relating to Country Affairs : 
Containirg a plainand practical Method of Improv- 
ing all Sorts of Meadow, Paiture and Arable Land, 
f¥c. and making them produce greater Crops of all 
Kinds, and at much lef then the-pscfont.Lapence ; 
“tinder the following Heads: 1. Of Wheat, Rye, 
“Oats, Barley, Peas, Beans, and all other Sorts of 
Grain. 2, ‘Turnips, Carrots, Buckwheat, Clover, 
Hemp, Rape, Flax and Colefeed, &c. 3. Weld 
or Would, .Woad or Wade,. Madder, Saffron, &c. 
4. Meadow, Pafture Grounds, and the different 
Manner of Feeding Cattle, and making other Im- 
provements agreeable to the Soil of the feveral Coun- 
ties in Great Britain.. 5. Hops, Foreft and Fruit- 
'Trees,. Vine and Garden Plants of all Sorts. 6. All 
Kinds of Flowers, Shrubs in general, and Green- 
houfe Plants. 7. A curious Scheme of a Farm, the 
Annual Expence of it, and its Produce. With ma- 
ny New, Ufeful, and Curious Improvements, ne- 
ver before publifhed. . The Whole founded upon 
many Years Experience. By Samuel Trowel, Gent. 
'To which are added, Several Letters to Mr. Thomas 
Liveings, concerning hisCompound Manure of Land, 
- with fome practical Obfervations thereon, 

VI. The Britith Angler: Or, a Pocket Com- 
pinion for Gentlemen Fifhers. Being a New and 
Methodical 'Treatife of the Art of Angling: Com- 
prehending all that is Curious and Ufeful in the 
Knowledge of that Polite Diverfion. As, 1. an In- 
troduction; containing an Encomium on Rivers 165 

the 
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the Art of Angling, with general Obfervations on ° 
the Nature of Fifh. 2. The Angler’s Apparatus : . 
Or, Direétions concerning Rods, Lines, Hooks, . 
Floats, and the reft of the Tackle: Alfo, of Baits, 
natural and artificial. 3. An exaét Defcription of 
the feveral Kinds of Fifh that are found in the Ri- 
vers, and on the Sea-Coafts of Great Britain; their 
Size, Shape, Qualities, Seafons, Feeding, Haunts, 
&c. 4. The whole Practice of Angling: Teaching 
the Choice and Preparation of proper Stands; the 
Method of taking every Species, more particularly 
the fportive Trout, the voracious Pike, and other 
Capital Game. With Defcriptions of our principal 
Rivers, Obfervations relating to the Weather, and 
other neceffary Remarks. Together with fuppli- 
mental Difcourfes, 1. on Fifh-ponds and Referva- 
tories. 2. On the Laws againft Poachers, and in Fa- 
vour'of the Fair Angler. Alfo, Excellent Receipts 
for drefling Fith, gs a Complete Index, in which 
the Terms in Ufe among 56 vit are’ occafionally 
explained. “The Whole compiled from approved 
Authors, and above Thirty Years Experience. By 
John Williamfon, Gent. who has added a Verfifi- 
cation of the principal Heads, at the End of each 
Chapter, for the Help of Memory. 

VII. Bibliotheca Technologica: Or, a Philolo- 
gical Library of Literary Arts and Sciences ; viz. 
1. Theology ; or the firft Principles of Natural Re- 
ligion. 2. Ethics, or Morality ; the Doétrine of 
Moral Virtues. 3. Chriftianity; or the Subject of - 
the Chriftian Religion.. 4, Judaifm ; or the Reli- 
‘gion and State of the Jews. 5. Mahometanifm ; . 
or the Life, Religion, and Polity of Mahomet. 6. 
Gentilifm ; .or the Deities and Religion of the Hea- - 
then. 7. Mythology; or an Ep area -of Fa- 
bulous Hiftories, 8. Grammar and Language; par- - 
ticularly of the Englihh Tongue. 9. Rhetoric and + 
Oratory ; or the Art of {peaking eloquently. 10. 
Logic ; or the Art of Reafoning and Perfipfion.. 11. 
Ontology ; or the Science of Being abftrattedly con- 
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fidered. 12. Poetry; or the Art of making Verfes 
‘or Poems. 13. Criticifm ; or Art of judging well of 
‘Men and Things. 14. Geography; or a Defcrip- 
-.tion of the World. 15. Chronology ; or the Doc- 
trine of Time. 16. Hiftory ; with the Original of 
‘Nations and Kingdoms. 17. Phyfiology ; or Sci- 
‘ence of Natural Philofophy. 18. Botany; or the 
Doétrine of Plants and Vegetables. 19. Anatomy ; 
or a Defcription of the Parts of a human Body. 20. 
Pharmacy ; or the Art of making Medicines, 21. 
Medicine; or the Theory of Phyfic and Difeafes. 
22. Polity and Oeconomics; or the Doétrine of So- 
ciety and Government. 23. Jurifprudence; or 
the Knowledge of Law or Right. 24. Heraldry ; 
or Art of Blazoning Ccat Armour. 25. Mif- 
cellanies ; an Account of the Mathematical Arts and 
Sciences. 

VIIT. Logarithmologia: Or, the whole Doc- 
trine of Logarithms, Common and Logiftical, in 
Theory and Praétice. In Three Parts. Part I. 
The Theory of Logarithms; fhewing their Nature, 
Origin, Conftruction, and Properties, demonftrated 
in various Methods, vz. 1. By plain Arithmetic. 
z. By the Logarithmic Curve. 3. By Dr. Halley’s 
Infinite Series, 4. By Fluxions. 5. By tke Prc- 
‘perties of the Hyperbola. 6. By the Equiangular 
Spiral. 7. By a Logarithm’‘e infpettional Scale of 
twenty-two Inches Length. With the Conftruéion 
of the artificial Lines of Numbers, Signs, and ‘T’an- 
gents. Alo the Nature and Conftruétion of Lo- 
giftical Logarithms. ‘The whole -illuftrated and 
made eafy by many and fuitable Examyles, Part 
if. ‘The Praxis of Logarithms ; wherein all the 
Rules and Operations of Logarithmical Arithmetic, 
both Common and Logiftical, by Numbers and In- 
ftraments, are ccpioufly exemplified. ‘Together 
with the Application thereof to the feveral Branches 
of Mathematical Learning. Part III. A Threc- 
fold Canon of Logarithms, in a new and more com- 
pendious Method than any extant; viz. 1. A Ca- 
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non of Logarithms of Natural Numbers. 2, A Ca- 
non of Logarithms of Sines and Tangents. 3. A 
Table of Logiftical Logarithms. The whole being 
a Compleat Syftem of this moft ufeful Art; and 
enriched with all the Improvements therein from its 
Original to the prefent Time, - - 

IX. A new and compendious Syftem of Optics, 
In Three Parts, viz. Part 1. Catoptrics, or the Doc- 
trine of Vifion by Rays reflected from Mirrours, or 
polifhed Surfaces. Part 2. Dioptrics, or the The- 
ory of Vifion by Rays wef blad through Lenfes, or 
tranfparent Subftinces. Part 3. A praétical De-’ 
{cription of a great Number of the moft ufeful Op- - 
tical Inftruments and Machines, and their Conftruc- 
tion fhewn from the Theory ; viz. the Eye, Camera 
Obfcura, fingle and double Microfcopes, refraéting 
and refle€ting Telefcopes, Perfpective Glaffes, the 
Magic Lanthorn, &c. ‘The manner of adapting 
Micrometers to Microfcopes and Telefcopes of the 
reflecting Sort. ‘The whole explained, exemplified, 
and illuftrated by a great Variety of Copper. Plate 
Figures as big as the Life. By Benjamin Martin, 
Author of the Philological Library of Literary Arts 
and Sciences ; and a ‘T'reatife of Logarithms, com- 
mon and logiftical, in Theory and Practice. 

X. A Treatife of the Powers of Medicines, by 
the late learned Herman Boerhaave, Doétor of Phi- 
lofophy and Phyfic, and Profeffor of Phyfic, Bo- 
tany, and Chemiftry in the Univerfity of Leyden. 
Tranflated from the moft correct Latin Edition, by 
John Martin, Fellow of the Royal Society, and 
Profeffor of Botany in the Univerfity of Cambridge. 
Price bound in Calf 5 s. 

XI. Obfervations m Surgery : Containing One 
hundred and fifteen different Cafes, with particular 
Remarks on each, for the Improvement of young | 
Students. Written originally in French by Henry- 
Francis le Dran, of the Academy of Arts, fworn 
Surgeon at Paris, fenior Mafter of that Company, 
eldeft Surgebn and Demonftrator of Anatomy at jm 
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Hofpital La Charite. Tranflated by 7.5. Surgeon: * 
To which is added, a new. Chirurgical Diétionary, 
for the Ufe of young Practitioners, and Gentlemen, 
refiding in the Country ; ex Mining the Terms of 
Art contained in the Body of the Book, and like- 
wife all fuch as properly belong to Phyfick and Sur- 
ery. 
XIL. A Colle&tion of One hundred and twenty- 
eight felect Obfervations in Surgery,made by Mr. Sa-. 
viard, chief Surgeon and Operator in Midwifery, at 
the Hofpital Hotel Dieu at Paris ; with the parti- 
cular Remedies ufed in each Cafe. -Wherein the 
Diftempers incident to the Female Sex are copioufly 
par on; among others, that of the Defcent of. 
the Womb, clearly proving the Reality of fuch a 
Difeafe, in Oppofition to Mr. Verduc. ~ 
XIII. A Colle&tion of fcarce and valuable Trea- 
tifes upon Metals, Mines, and Minerals. Cons 
taining, 1. Curious, Obfervations on Mines, and the © 
feveral Minerals produced; with plain Directions 
and Rules for finding them in all Countries. 2. The 
Art of Melting, Refining, and Affaying all Sorts 
of Metals; whereby any Perfon, at a {mall Charge, 
may try the Value of fuch Oars as fhall be found, , 
either by Rule or Accident. With Inftru@tions for 
forting of Oar. 3. Real Experiments, to try whe- 
ther any Piece offer’d for Gold be true or counter- 
feit, what Colour any Berry, Leaf, Flower, Stalk, 
Root, Fruit, Seed, Bark or Wood will give. With 
an ‘infallible Method of preparing Colours, which 
fhall neither fain nor fade like ordinary. Colours, 
. The common Way of Refining Silver by Quick- 
ilver. With fome new Rules added for the better 
Performance. 5. An invaluable Difcovery of all 
Sorts of Mines, from Gold to Coal. Alfo the com- 
pleat Miner, with the Liberties, Laws, and Cuftoms 
of the Lead-Mines within the Wapentake of Worke- 
worth in Derbythire, in Fifty-nine Articles, being 
all that ever were made. 6, The Art of Dialling, 
or Levelling Grooves, greatly defired by all Miners : 
; Being 
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Being a Subject never wrote on before, with an Ex- 
planation of the Miners Terms of Art, and feveral 
other curious Particulars. Being a Tranflation from 
the learned Albaro Alonfo Barba, Direétor of the 
Mines at Potofi, in the Spanith Welt-Indies, and 
the Obfervations of feveral ingenious Perfons of our 
own Country, founded on many Years Experi- 
ence. 

XIV. The Laboratory, or School of Arts: In 
which are faithfully exhibited, and fully explain’d, 
1. A Variety of curious and valuable Experiments in 
Refining, Calcining, Melting, Affaying, Catting, 
Allaymg, and Toughening of Gold: With feveral 
other Curiofities relating to Gold and Silver. 
2. Choice Secrets for Jewellers.in the Management 
of Gold in Enimeiling, and the Preparation of en- 
‘amel Colours, with the Art of copying Precious. 
Stones : of preparing Colours for Doublets ; of co- 
louring Foyles for Jewels, together with other rare 
Secrets. 3. Several uncommon Experiments for 
cafting in Silver, Copper, Brafs, Tin, Steel, and 
other Metals; likewife in Wax, Plaifter of Paris, 
Wood, Hori, &c. . With the Management of the 
refpective Moulds. 4. The Art of making Glafs : 
Exhibiting withal the Art of Painting and making 
Impreffions upon Glafs ; and of laying thereon Gold 
or Silver ; together with the Method of preparing 
the Colours for Potters-work, or Delft-ware. 5. A 
Collection of very valuable Secrets for the Ufe of Cut- 
lers, Pewterers, Brafiers, Joiners, Turners, Japan- 
ners, Bookbinders, Diftillers, Lapidaries, Limners, &c. 
6. A Differtation on the Nature and Growth of Sait- 
petre : Alfo feveral other choice and uncommon Ex- 
periments, To which is added, an Appendix ; teach- 
ing 1. The Art and Management of dying Silks, 
Wortlted, Cottons, 8c. in various Colours. 2. The 
Art of preparing Rockets, Crackers, Fire-globes, 
Stars, Sparks, &c. for recreative Fire-works. ‘Tranf- 
lated from the High-Dutch. The Second Edition. 
Price bound in Calf Five Shillings. 

XV. The 
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XV. The Curiofity : or, Gentleman and Lady’s Li- 
brary. Containing, 1. A Differtation on Poetry, 
Mufic, Dancing, Balls, Affemblies, Mafquerades, po- 
lite Converfation, Italian Strollers, &c. 2. A Dra- 
matic Dialogue Song, written and performed for the 
Entertainment of his Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
Wales. 3. Forlorn Hope, or the old Maid’s Sighs ; 
in Imitation of Sternhold and Hopkins. 4. The 
Affembly, or York Beauties. 5. A Poem on Ri- 
dicule, and the Means to avoid it. Imitated from 
Horace. 6. The Progrefs of a Female Rake. An 
Epiftle from Libertina to Silvia; in which is con- 
tained the A-la-modé Syftem. 7..The accomplifh’d 
Rake. 8. The Woman of Tafte; or the York- 
fhire Lady. A Ballad Opera. g. A new and ac~ 
curate Tranflation of Bafia, or the Pieafures of Kit 
fing. ro. Remarks on the Farce call’d, The Ho- 
neit Yorkfhire Man. 11. The Reformed Rake, 
An Epifile from Townly and Rakifh, ‘Wrote in 
Honour of the Fair Sex, 12. Verfes on a young 
Student at Cambridge, on his cutting the Ears of a. 
Setting Dog belonging to Dr. B —-- of T y 
College. 13. Some Memoirs of the fecret Hiftory 
of Sig. Farinelli. 14. Mac Dermot, or the Irifh 
Fortune-hunter. A Satyr in fix Canto’s. 15. The 
Parfon’s Daughter. A Tale for the ufe of pretty 
Girls with fmall Fortunes. 16. The Lady’s Tu- 
tor ; or Inftructions for making Hexameter and Pen- 
tameter Verfes. Price 2s. 6d. 

XVI. The Hiftory of the Life and Reign of the 
Czar Peter the Great, Emperor of all Ruffia, and 
Father of his Country. Containing, 1. His Tra- 
vels, Studies, and perfonal Fatigues, for the attain- 
ing-of Knowledge in Civil and Military Affairs, and 
the Improvement of his Subjeéts. 2. His Introduc- 
tion of Arts and Sciences, Naval Force, and Com- 
merce with Foreign Nations. Alfo his many Refor- 
mations in Church and State, the Army, and the 
Cuftoms and Manners of his People. 3. His Wars 
with the Swedes, Turks, Tartars, and ah os ,; 
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Vidtories by Sea and Land; Acquifitions of Terri- 
tory, and Increafe of Power. 4. His Regard to 
Genius and Merit, with the furprizing Inftances of 
his Favour to General Le Fort, Prince Menzikoff, 
and the Emprefs Catherine: And his fevere Juftice 
on Offenders, particularly in the Proceedings againft 
the rebellious Czarewitz. 

XVII. Mifcellanies in Profe and Verfe, ‘confift- 
ing of Dramatic Pieces, humorous Tales, Fables, 
&c. by D. Bellamy, late of St. John’s College, 
Oxford, and D, Bellamy, jun. of Trinity College, 
Cambridge. 

XVIII. Peruvian Tales, related in One Thoufand 
and one Hours, interfperfed with curious and ‘hifto- 
rical Remarks on the Cuftoms, Inhabitants, &c. of 
that Great Empire, in 3 Vols. 12mo. 

XIX. The Compleat Gamefter, by Richard Sey- 
mour, Efq; 

XX. A fhort View; or Hiftory of the Inquifi- 
tion of the Kingdoms of Spain, Portugal, &c. to 
‘this Day ; under the following Heads ; 

Its Rife, Progrefs, and Eftablifhment, 

Its boundlefs furifdiction, 

Its Officers, Laws, Cuftoms. 

Their Judgments, Tortures, Penances, €5c. ; 
Interfperfed with many curious Relations of Perfons 
who have fuffer’d under their Arbitrary Power; — 
particularly that of Ifaac Martin, an Englifhman, 
who lay long in Prifon at Granada, and was relea{- 
ed by the Interpofition of his late Majefty King 
Grorce, whofe Account has the Sanétion of a 
Certificate figned by thirteen Bifhops, at the Inftance 
of Mr. Secretary Craggs. Price ftitch’d Two Shil- 


lings. 

XI, The Entertaining Correfpondent, or curi- 

ous Relations, two Vols. 8vo. Adorned with Cuts, 
“eurioufly engraved. 

XXII. A compleat Treatife of Menfuration, ‘in 
all its Branches; containing many New and Necef- 
fary Improvements, in a much more eafy and et 
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miliar Method than any hitherto extant. The whole 
adapted not only to be ufeful to experienced Mea- 
-farers, but alfo to young Learners of the Rudiments 
‘of Menfuration, and may ferve as an eafy Introduc- 
‘tion to, feveral Parts of the Mathematicks, By J. 
Robertfon, Teacher of the Mathematicks, 

XXHI, Chinefe Tales, or the wonderful Ad- 
ventures -of the Mandarin Fum Hoam ; related by 
himfelf to divert the Sultana upon the Celebration 
‘of her Nuptials.. Written in French by Monf. 
Gueulette. . ‘Tranflated by the Rev. Mr. Stackhoufe, 
Author of the Hiftory ‘of the Bible, and Body of 
Divinity, ‘With fome Thoughts concerning Tranf- 
_tmigreffion, by the late Mr. Secretary Addifon. A- 
dorned with eight Copper Plates. Price bound 
‘Two Shillings. ‘ 

XXIV. The Young Mathematician’s Companion, 
being a compleat Tutor to the Mathematicks ; 

_whereby the young Beginner may be early inftruct- 
ed; thofe who have loft the Opportunity of learn- 
ing in their Youth, may, with very little Pains, 
and in a fhort Time, become Proficients in this de- 
lightful and inftruétive Science; and fuch whofe Bu- 
finefs it is to teach, may receive much ufeful Affift- 
ance. Containing, 1, Vulgar and Decimal Arith- 
metic, Extraction of Roots by Natural Numb:rs, 
and by Logarithms, 2. Defcription and Ufe of the 
“Seétor, with the moft ufeful Definitions, Theorems, 
“and Problems in Geometry. . 3. Plain ‘and Spheri- 
cal ‘Trigonometry, Aftronomy, Dialling, and Sur- 
veying of Land. 4. Curious Difcourfes, caleylated 
to render a prattical Knowledge of the Mathema- 
_ ticks more eafy and familiar. ‘The whole interfperf- 
ed with delightful and ufeful Queftions, and adorn- 
_-ed with proper Schemes in order to excite the Cu- 
riofity, and form the Minds of Youth. By Charles 
Leadbetter, ‘Teacher of the Mathematicks. Price 
_bound 2s. 64 
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